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Gábor B. Székely (Pécs, Hungary)
The History of Ob-Ugric Toponymic Research

T

he sporadic toponymic material published before the early 19th century was hardly suitable for scientific investigation. Antal Reguly’s study tour in 1844–45 meant a real breakthrough in research. He brought home a huge amount of material as a result of his field work. He was the first to draw the geographical map of the Northern Ural with the place names of the area. Reguly was very inventive at working out his methods of field research (Pápay 1906). Relying on the water names of the area, he learnt about the place names from his Vogul informers, which he then marked on the map. The map was made for ethnographic purposes first of all. The network of millennia-old waterways reflected the ancient way of life of fluvial nomads. For the fur traders, hunters and fishermen, even the Ural did not mean an insurmountable obstacle. The map of Ural is the only work that Reguly completed on his own (Pápay 1906, p. 355), because his premature death prevented him from processing the material that he had collected. The decoding and edition of his legacy went down to his contemporaries and generations of scholars to come.

Processing Reguly’s Vogul collection, Hunfalvy devoted a special chap​ter to the names accessible at that time (Hunfalvy 1864, pp. 71–85) and presented the Ural region to readers of his time by adding a number of place names (Hunfalvy 1888).

An outstanding role in decoding Reguly’s Vogul bequest and collecting new linguistic material — place names among others — was played by Ber​nát Munkácsi, who toured the Vogul region in 1888–1889 and soon published the Vogul place names that he had recorded (Munkácsi 1897). His commentaries and maps, however, came out much later (Munkácsi—Kál​mán 1963). The Vogul personal names and place names remained in manuscript until 1986, when they were edited in a dictionary format (Munká​csi—Kálmán 1986). The special personal names (names of gods, of idols) were commented on by himself in “Vogul Népköltési Gyűjtemény” (A Collection of Vogulic Folk Poetry). It is this material that was analyzed by later researchers from the aspect of mythology.

[image: image3.wmf]It was József Pápay who succeeded in deciphering Reguly’s Ostyak collection as a result of his field work in 1898–1899, in which he also collected folklore material as well as personal names. This material was used in DEWOS, the editors included the personal names of Pápay’s manuscripts in the appendix of the dictionary. There may also be place names in his manuscripts, but the answer to this question requires further research.

Reguly’s map as well as two of his letters on the issue to Köppen and bar​on Reden, two outstanding figures of the Russian Geographic Society, was also edited and commented on by him (Pápay 1906). The interest of the Society in the area was growing: Patkanov’s ethnographic and statistical description of the Ostyak on the Irtish does not contain many names, whereas several place names are mentioned in Dunin-Gorkavich’s work (1904).

Artturi Kannisto, supported by a grant from the Finno-Ugric Society of Helsinki, did comprehensive collecting work among the Voguls in 1901–1906. The settlement names (214 villages) and the personal names were published only after his death (Kannisto—Nevalainen 1969). This is one of the fullest sources available in our topic. The small onomastic corpus of his folklore tests are edited as separate entries in the word index to the texts (Kannisto—Liimola—Eiras 1982). The most complete material will probably be contained in the Kannist dictionary, now under preparation (www.kotus.fi/julkaisut/sanakirjat/voguli/voguli.html). Kannisto’s most significant work in onomastics, however, is the one in which 262 old Vogul place names are pointed out on the western side of the Ural. Supposing that Voguls inhabited this area centuries ago, he gives a new interpretation to their history. Further evidence is provided in his review on Teploukhov’s book (Kannisto 1927a, 1927b).

Kustaa Frederik Karjalainen, also supported with a grant from the Finno-Ugric Society, toured the Ostyak area and collected linguistic data. The names he recorded are to be found as entries in DEWOS.

[image: image4.wmf]The most eminent figure of Vogul research in Russia was Valerij Cher​netsov, whose enormous and invaluable collection still lies in manuscript, awaiting publication. The diary of his expedition has, however, been published (Lukina 1987). During his study trip along the Lozva he recorded the names of the villages and their inhabitants (Lukina 1987, pp. 15–16). There is good reason to believe that his manuscripts contain even more place names and personal names. The number of Russian expeditions is increasing, and Shatilov’s Vakhi Ostyak ethnographic research deserves special attention (1931): in its appendix Ostyak place names are also given.

In Hungary, a work of pivotal importance in onomastics was published by Miklós Zsirai (1930). It has the promising subtitle “Finnugor népnevek I” (Finno-Ugric ethnic names Vol. I). The ancient place name Jugria is localized and the available sources are collected. The study is not only a theoretically important contribution to how historical inferences from place names can be made but also an attempt to define the primordial habitat of Ugric peoples.

Relying on the study of the available linguist data, Béla Kálmán analyzed Ob-Ugric animal names (1938, 1944–1949), edited the supplementary volumes (with commentaries) to Munkácsi’s text collection. He was the first to draw an exact map of the area with the localization of Vogul and Ostyak villages (Munkácsi—Kálmán 1963). The research into Ostyak personal names was surveyed by Edit Vértes (1960) and an ancient layer of Vogul personal names was disclosed by Sz. Kispál (1970).

A completely new era of Ob-Ugric onomastic studies began in Russia as a result of researchers’ having access to archives and libraries as well as having the opportunity to do field work. The most outstanding result of these favourable conditions is a bulky volume on the ethnic relations in 17th century Siberia. It was written by Dolgikh, who mobilized enormous amount of archive material and first published sources such as lists of taxpayers living in Vogul and Ostyak villages (1960). The studies in Ostyak toponyms published by Kalinina (1959, 1961, 1962) were also composed as a result of field work. The same applies to Vuono (1964a, 1964b, 1965) and Glin​skikh (1969, 1970), who investigated Vogul place names. Debating Kan​nisto’s views and relying on toponymic data, Matveev put forward a new theory of the primordial habitat of Ugric peoples (1962, 1964, 1970). Se​rebrennikov also used hydronyms for describing the ancient habitat of Voguls before the appearance of Russians. Serebrennikov (1968, 1969), like Steinitz (1962, 1963), made use of archive sources rather than the names collected by himself in 1935. Afanasyev (1966, 1967) presents the water names of the area in a similar way.

Reliability of data and depth of analysis is characteristic of the research carried out by Rombandeeva, whose native tongue is Vogul. She gave an excellent classification of Vogul toponym types (1965, 1967). The latter of the two studies, although short, is the best one in Vogul onomastics. Personal names are described by her in a sepical paper (1986) and in her book (1993). She argues with Sokolova, who was the first to outline the history of Vo​gul social organization in the 18th–19th centuries, drawing upon onomastic data to be found in archives (1980, 1983).

The research started by Kannisto is going on with the result that more and more Ob-Ugric place names are being disclosed on the European side of the Ural (Turkin 1973, Anufrieva 1985, Kuklin 1990a, 1990b, Gordeev 1991, Arslanov et al. 1993, Galkin 1997, 1998) testify to the popularity of this research topic. The question of even more distant language contacts have been raised by Maloletko (1990).

[image: image5.wmf]Place name research in the area is being carried on. Its results have been published in several studies (Karaulov 1974, Chayko 1977, Kuzakova 1987, Frolov 1990). Names of Vogul sacred places, collected during an ethnographic expedition, are presented in Gemuev—Sagalaev 1986. Radomski published his 1969 manuscript dissertation on Ostyak toponyms in 1994, in which he included some of his former results (1975, 1988–1989). Two short articles, one on the etymology of the hydronym Ob (Katz 1982), the other on Ostyak family names (Schiefer 1984) are also worth mentioning. Hungarian researchers have also shown interest in the topic: Mag​dolna Kovács (1984) wrote an article about Vogul personal names, Ta​más Kis (1989) analyzed the same class in Ostyak.

Reguly’s map is still in the focus of attention: its geographical (Stegena 1983) as well as onomastic (Rombandeeva—Karelin 1989, Karelin 1991) aspects have been discussed lately, which means that its significance for the history of science has been recognized, although its real importance is not yet widely known and acknowledged. The localization of the settlements on the map is still a topical issue and may serve as a starting point for further observations and inferences concerning the nomadic way of life of moving along rivers and setting up new dwellings on the way. It may also help understand how this way of life and culture was handed down from generation to generation (Schmidt 1990a, 1990b, 2001).

In Ob-Ugric onomastic research, field work has remained an important task as testified to by the expedition diary of Tomsk University (Kim 1998) as well as by Dmitrieva’s (1990, Dmitrieva—Kontar 1989) accounts of her own data collecting activity, which give the outlines of a great amount of material. This has been reasserted by Éva Schmidt, who has been carrying out research in the area for a long time (2001, p. 101).
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