
Humanity learnt the secret of glassmaking some 3,000 years ago. Our ancestors did 
not become familiar with glass in the Carpathian Basin; they were introduced to it by 

ththe Iranian-Alanians in the 6-7  century. We believe that glassmaking started 
th thsometime in the 13  and 14  century, although we only have written records dating 

thfrom the end of the 15  century. (First known record: Esztergom, 1329 and other 
records on the developed precious metallurgic workshops that required industrial 
glassware, e.g. containers for aqua fortis).

The geographical, geological and other natural characteristics of the Bükk region have 
offered great opportunities for creative handwork using the most advanced 
technologies of the given ages  including glassmaking  since the Prehistoric Age. In the 

th18  century, those types of industrial activities started that required large-scale 
lumbering. It was the very period, when iron and glass production commenced in the 
Diósgyõhr estate. At that time, several gunpowder mills, sawmills and paper-mills 
were operating in the vicinity. Factories specialising in mineral exploitation, 
stoneware, hard tile and slate production appeared, as well as cement works, ore and 
coal pits and quarries.

All these trades required a higher volume of more differentiated lumbering and wood 
processing activities and therefore employed more and better qualified people. At that 
point, it became necessary to settle Slovakians in the internal areas of the Bükk.

The people following these trades did not only live in nearby settlements, but were in 
most cases closely related to one another from an economic perspective. They 
complemented and assisted (and sometimes hindered) each other's activities.

Following the commencement of glassmaking, a regional development factor, small 
villages were set up around the small-scale industrial sites. The glassmaker 

thsettlements that appeared in the Bükk mountains in the second decade of the 18  
century, proved to be viable. Their population rate multiplied during the decades. (At 
this time, there were about 60 glassmakers' workshops operating in Hungary; there 
used to be other sites in the western part of the Bükk.)

As the conditions of glassmaking changed, the three glassmaker villages developed 
depending greatly upon one another. Glassmaker's workshops were first set up in 
Óhuta (1712-1717  in today's Bükkszentkereszt), then in Répáshuta (1790) and 
finally in Gyertyánvölgy (1834). All the workshops and their tenants, the ancestors of 
the present population had a romantic history. The Local Government of 
Bükkszentkereszt has tried to keep this history alive through supporting the local 
historians' work for years and through presenting the heritage in its museum and also 
in monographic form. The heads of the three settlements built memorial places to 
honour their ancestors and to keep their memory alive. Also, an operating "ancient" 
glassmakers' workshop will shortly be put to work.

Although they experimented with several types of products, the glassmakers of the 
Bükk mountains made so called "peasant" glassware, the design of which had very 
little to do with the usual European style. The production and decoration methods 
were pretty much like those of the glassmakers in Regéc and Parád of the same era.

After the last of the glassmakers' workshops was closed, local families lived off 
lumbering, working in charcoal- and lime-kilns, and selling berries and herbs found 
in the woods. The most important users of these products were the nearby iron-
foundries that kept on buying their products for more than 200 years. Although the 
regression of iron production did not mean that demand for charcoal and lime 
disappeared entirely, it decreased to a great extent, and locals had to prepare 
themselves for yet another change to make a living.

Fortunately, the population of these small villages always had and will continue to have 
a solution to the problem of livelihood.

thFrom the second half of the 19  century, the employment structure of the Bükk 
Mountains changed significantly. Most of the former industrial facilities were closed 

thor moved to an area of more favourable conditions. Since the beginning of the 20  
century, the settlements in the area have tried to take over the role of mountain holiday 
resorts that were lost following the Trianon Treaty (the snow-capped mountains of 
Transylvania and the High Tatras).

Bükkszentkereszt, the settlement located in the best and most favourable location, 
became the tourist centre of the area, but its positive impact is felt in the neighbouring 
Répáshuta and Bükkszentlászló as well. Therefore the people living in the area mostly 
plan to make their living off tourism services.

There is no other settlement located as high an altitude in Hungary as 
Bükkszentkereszt. It has excellent natural characteristics. Beyond the beauty of 
nature, it is an area rich in historical and archaeological heritage. The special curative 
effect of the air in Újhuta makes the place even more interesting. An increasing 
number of quality accommodation and catering facilities await the visitor. This are 
deserves its place amongst the Hungarian Milestones of the "Road to the European 
Iron Culture".
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