
This region of Hungary has always led a vivid and dynamic life, and has been an influential area concerning 
economical and technical history. The life flows faster, traffic lights change quicker, and human and social 
divergences also show a larger rate than anywhere else in Hungary. Similarly to the region's transitional 
position, that is, a half way between the lowlands and the mountains, people living here have been a lot likely to 
position on the two extreme sides of life, even from the ice age till today. The inhabitants in the area have grown 
tougher, more enduring and competitive in the struggle for good conditions of living.

The characteristics mentioned above can also be realized in terms of iron industry and iron culture. The past 
250 years, which can be traced more accurately, is characterized by hard and tiring work, several elevating 
successes and crushing failures. From Henrik Fazola, the ironworks establisher's outstanding career ending 
in tragic failures until today, a lot of trained foundry men's and managers' personal tragedies can be connected 
to the development of this trade in Diósgyõr.

To prove the above statements, let there be stated two pieces of evidence. 1. In the 18th century Eger had the 
population of 17,000 and Miskolc only 1,200. However, since then, in Eger, the population has trebled, in 
Miskolc it has almost grown twenty times bigger. (Though in the last 10-15 years it was reduced by about 
40,000 in Miskolc, in Eger it has not been altered.) During the past 200-300 years Miskolc went through a big 
change and has been developed from the early 20th century in a more powerful way, into the centre of heavy 
industry in Hungary, the largest city in the provinces became the „Ruhr-area" of Hungary, though it used to be 
an agricultural and commercial centre. And today, our aim is to form a civil city again. It is an appreciation of 
necessity as the nearby mines, most of the steel-working factories, and even light-industrial factories have 
been closed down unexpectedly. New jobs are not established in the required number. A lot of people cannot 
bear this burden and take these inhuman changes any more.

The city has witnessed similar trials during its history. Deadly epidemics, fires, floods, the Mongols, the Turks, 
the reign of the Habsburgs, the war of independence of 1848-49, the 1st and 2nd world wars and the events of 
1956 all tried the dwellers' endurance of this city. A highly influential person in Hungary said the following 
words at a meeting: „You must be filled with a great hint of local patriotism to consider this city your beautiful 
and beloved home." There are a lot of citizens of Miskolc who fit this classification and show their attachment 
to the city of Miskolc. They point out the outstanding and unique natural, cultural values of the city and also 
that of the technical history, apart from the elevating experience of a successful fight.

Iron metallurgy and the life of the city have intertwined in the past decades. On the initials of the foundry the 
chocolate factory and the cotton-spinning works were built in Miskolc in the 1950s, so as to solve women's 
employment in the city. Several kilometres of road-system and public utilities were constructed and 
maintained by the Iron Works of Diósgyõr for decades, and even the first plant of the city's district-heating was 
helped by the ironworks in the 1970s and 1980s. Institutions for children, schools, cultural centres, hospitals 
and sporting facilities were also constructed and maintained by the foundry workers in Miskolc. They 
sponsored fine arts and the city's theatre, supported churches, operated holiday-homes, played significant 
role in the city's social and cultural life, and helped those in need in Miskolc. Iron metallurgy was instrumental 
in locating the University of Heavy Industry in Miskolc. The presence of iron metallurgy inspired other 
important industries such as construction industry, building material industry, food industry, manufacturing 
industry, commerce, traffic and transportation, and other industries in the field of services. The 
administrative network was improved to a great extend along with the development of iron metallurgy, and 
Miskolc became a centre of education during the past decades. All the above-mentioned activities contributed 
to the general development of Miskolc and its surroundings, and made it a regional centre. According to 
surveys, the life of app. 60-70% of the population was directly or indirectly connected to the ironworks.

Until the end of the 20th century, iron metallurgy and the closely connected coal-industry along with steel 
processing industry and other industries provided the economic basis for Miskolc to become a city. On the one 
hand, today, in the age of post-industrialism, all of these  relics of cultural history, industrial heritage can be 
utilized in tourism, and on the other hand, they form a reliable heritage of the iron-working trade to lay the 
foundations for the local economics of the 21st century.

To illustrate the development of iron metallurgy in Miskolc, tourists and those interested can see the " ancient 
bloomery furnace", the Central Museum for Iron Metallurgy, the ironworks, as being an industrial region, the 
housing estate of the factory, several publications which all provide information about the most significant 
events from the city's 200 years' history.
The Hámori Lake, initiated by Frigyes Fazola to supply water-energy for the forges, and the Palace Hotel in 
Lillafüred built on its bank according to the plan of Kálmán Lux, dr., which was opened in 1930, along with the 
whole mountain resort, with its beautiful paths and caves (the Anna cave, the St Stephen's dripstone cave, the 
tuffaceous limestone, the Szeleta cave  the prehistoric man's cave) provide visitors with information, facilities 
for resting and pleasure.
Visitors can see the industrial units  the remains of the Ironworks  where steel is produced by electricity, the 
continuous casting of iron, and where steel is laminated and hammer-hardened. The process in which the 
surface of steel rods are cleaned and worked and processed partly into machine-parts can be seen at a joint 
stock company in Alsózsolca, which produces steel drawn, husked and polished products. This joint stock 
company has also withwrawn from the Diósgyõr ironworks.
The Diósgyõr engineering works was established at the beginning of the 20th century. It was also withdrown 
from the Ironworks. It went under a large-scale development until the beginning of the 1990s. Its workers  
more than 12,000  produced wheels and axles for the railways, machine tools, pumps and war equipment 
from the steel of Diósgyõr.
The wire-works of Diósgyõr can boast significant and successful past and fruitful present, where steel wires 
are not only tempered, machined down and surface-treated, but also, some of these wires are woven into 
cables, made into nettings for Hungarian and foreign companies.
The Diósgyõr railway-vehicle repair shop is also an import steel consumer today, where similar work is in 
progress and requires commodity that was produced by the Diósgyõr Ironworks established by the state in the 
second half of the 19th century.
Pereces, as a former coal-miners' settlement has to be mentioned in a new paragraph. Its existence and the 
construction of its facilities and its high-quality housing estate are strongly connected to the establishment of 
the Ironworks, since the required coal was processed here for the foundries.

Most of the inhabitants of Miskolc are proud of this past, and commemorate all the above-mentioned 
monuments and places as a result of enduring and professional labour. Apart from presenting this unique 
heritage of iron, guests are welcome to the renovated Diósgyõr Castle, the Cave-baths of Tapolca, to the 
Miskolc National Theatre which was the first theatre acting Hungarian and was built of stone in 1819 , its 
ample choice of cultural programmes, and several natural and cultural curiosities that can only be seen here.
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