
Illustration according to the view of the Factory of Ózd in 1847
Tivadar Rombauer (1803-1855),

 founder of the factory

This region of the country awaits the tourists looking for rest and relaxation with instructive 
economic experiences, memories of technical history, precious relics of our industrial 
heritage, beautiful natural surroundings and rich folk and cultural heritage.

In Upper Hungary  due to the favourable natural conditions and the diligence and 
inventiveness of the people living here- we can find the traces of industry from the 14-15th 
centuries, outstandingly that of precious metal processing.

thIn the 19  century in Gömör County iron production became quickly widespread. On the 
estates of the feudal nobility there worked many small furnaces, so called "massas" and forges
(smith's shops). But the way of their production became more and more old-fashioned in 
comparison to that of the more developed western countries. The old-fashioned technology 
based on charcoal, waterpower and local iron ore, and the work of serfs became less and less 
profitable. 

The example of foreign factories and the market competition made the small companies of 
Upper Hungary on the one hand to improve their means of production and on the other hand to 
unify their powers. As the most influential factories in Gömör County were located in the valley 
of the Rivers Rima and Murány that's why they formed the Murány Union in 1808 and the 
Rima Coalition in 1810. Already in 1830 to decrease the worsening economic and operational 
problems, the idea of unifying these two coalitions and those not being members in them came 
up. But this idea was realised only in 1852 to survive the critical times of the aftermath of the 
war of independence.

In the meantime the leader of the Rima Coalition became Tivadar Rombauer, who 
accumulated a lot of experience and achieved professional recognition in the Metal Works of 
Munkács and after his study tour in England in the May of 1845, they decided to found a new 
iron refinery and rolling factory and also to found the Gömör Iron-cultivating Alliance to 
realise this purpose.

It seemed that Ózd and its surroundings seemed the most suitable for locating the new factory 
because  at the developed technical level of the time- the role of coal became determining in 
iron production. So finding the coal resources in the surroundings of Ózd offered very 
favourable possibilities for locating the industry here. Tivadar Rombauer recommended this 
place for building the new factory. The construction of the Iron Refinery and Rolling Factory of 
Ózd was started in 1847 and at the end of 1848 it was started with a test production.

Mr. Rombauer played a very important role in the formation of the factory so we consider him 
the founder of the factory.

During the past half-century the factories of Ózd played an important role in the domestic iron 
and steel production. Several industrial inventions, innovations of great importance, work 
successes can be linked with the work of local engineers, foundry workers and coal miners. The 
small village with only 60 inhabitants in 1828 became a major industrial town, and due to 
development it pulled after itself the 30 villages nearby.

Outstanding economic successes and serious problems interchanged during the history of the 
factory. Hardly had they finished building the factory when the already working factory had to 
be converted to war production because of the war of independence. The consequences of the 
two world wars and the different economic booms and recessions had quite an influence on the 
factory and forced the owners and workers make hard decisions.

It shows the predecessors' wisdom that they found the right decision most of the time during 
the history of the factory. The most critical periods they successfully survived by uniting their 
power and making technical and technological developments. For example they survived the 
economic crisis of the 1860s by creating the Nádasdi Rolling Factory with mutual effort, they 
solved the serious problems of overproduction of 1878- following international examples- by 
concentrating their power. Then the Rimamurány Iron Works Association (1852) and the Iron 
Refinery Alliance of Salgótarján (1868) were united and thus the Rimamurány-Salgótarján 
Iron Works Inc. formed (1881), the Trianon modifications of the borders after 1921 tore apart 
this strong industrial conglomerate, then after 1945 in accordance with the industrial politics 
of the period, the factories of Ózd, Borsodnádasd and Salgótarján developed as independent 
national companies.

The Metal Works of Ózd (OKÜ) became a major factory possessing the entire range of 
metallurgy by the 1970s-1980s.The factory employing more than 14 000 workers, satisfying 
the steel basic material needs of the Hungarian construction industry first of all and making 
several ten- million- dollar exports received several domestic and international recognitions. 
But unfortunately, they could not face the expectations of the professional and economic 

thchallenges of the last decade of the 20  century; they were unable to survive the many-sided 
shakes followed by the social change of the system too. The possibility of uniting the powers of 
the Metal Works of Ózd and the Metal Works of Diósgyõr was missed.

Today most of the two industrial sites- being 20th century monuments in their ruins too- can be 
visited by those interested as „Industrial landscape".  Although some smaller metal businesses 
that have remained or moved in recently still work there on the territory of the Iron Works of 
Ózd, although it ceased to exist as a metal works with an entire metallurgical range. The 
„preserved" wire rolling section continues to work on with foreign investment about 3kms 
from the old factory. A new electric steel-making furnace has been built here recently.

The history of the settlement of Ózd is counted from the time of the first written mention in 
1272. Then 11 people lived here. It started to develop slowly from the end of the 17th century, 
but it remained a small village of Borsod County for a long time. The formation of the Iron 
Works of Ózd can be connected to the wars of the reformist times. The town became an 
intermediate level administrative center with a population of 48 000 and an important heavy 
industrial center in the 1950s. (It got the status of town on 1st of January 1949) About 100 000 
live in its surroundings.

The 30 villages near Ózd, can be found in the north-eastern part of Hungary, near the 
Slovakian border at the foot of the Bükk mountains. There were coalmines nearly in every 
valley until they were closed not long ago. The relics and sites of these and other rich cultural 
sites, natural curiosities can be all visited here. And besides these Ózd can be found en route to 
famous places like Eger, Szilvásvárad, Aggtelek.

The Town Museum of Ózd shows a collection of local history, the basis of which form the relics 
of the iron works. Besides these here we can visit the archeological, historical and school 
historical collections. Some of the used large machines of the Iron Works of Ózd can be seen in 
open-air museums. (Address: 3600 Ózd, Gyár u.10, Tel.:48/471-344)

Near the town it's worth visiting:
Mihály Tompa Museum and Memorial House in Kelemér, folk houses of Gömörszöllõs, the 
Gömör Museum and László Holló Gallery in Putnok, and the famous sights of the Bükk 
National Park.

  

 

thMetallurgical centre developing at a rapid pace, view of Ózd at the beginning of the 20  century

Producing concrete-steel, the characteristic product of the factory, in the old fine rolling mill and in the new wire rolling mill 

View of the Metallurgical Works of Ózd  in the 1970's

The former school building, the present home of the Town Museum

Velence-settlement

thCharacteristic details of Ózd from the 20  century

THE METAL WORKS OF ÓZD

SIGHTS OF THE SURROUNDING SETTLEMENTS:

Palace of Bánréve

"Gyürky- adit" in Farkaslyuk

GömörszõlõsGömörszõlõs

Arlói Lake

KissikátorKissikátor

KelemérKelemér Reservoir of Lázbérc

JárdánházaJárdánháza

Sata, Fáy Palace

SzentsimonSzentsimon

ÓZD AND ITS SURROUNDINGSÓZD AND ITS SURROUNDINGS
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