
The city of Sopron and its surroundings is the first stop of the Hungarian sights of the 
international tourist programme called "European Iron Trail". This region is righteously 
highlighted by the history of this enchanting and evocative city, and by the successful 
archaeological research controlled here, and by the rich findings of the region.

thIn the northwestern part of the Trans-Danubian area three types of furnaces from the 7  and 
th12  centuries are known. The Avar age high bloomeries were replaced by two types of 

furnaces from the post Hungarian Conquest of the Carpathian Basin era. Imola (Borsod-
Abaúj-Zemplén County) type furnaces were found near the King Saint Stephen's age 
regional centres, the excavated furnaces can be seen in the local museums. Blast furnace and 
finery (twin hearth) of Vas County was used in the early years of the age of the Arpads. These 
Alpine type furnaces were found in Kõszegfalva, Vasvár and Olmód. Vasvár used to be the 
centre for iron collecting and metallurgical management.

Preliminary preparation of ore
The ore prepared for smelting was milled, washed and roasted so as to reduce structural 
water, so the ore found by the foundries show a haematite ore structure. The ore-roasting 
hearths found by the foundries are trough shaped ditches of 150 cm length and 70 cm width. 
Such hearths were found near the foundries of Zamárdi (Avar age), Sopron (Potzmann 

th thdûlõ, 10  century) and Répcevis (12  century).

Fuel, charcoal-burning
 Circular, shallow charcoal-burning kilns with a 2-3 metres of base were only excavated near 
the foundries in Nemeskér, Tömörd and Iván from the Avar age preceding the Hungarian 

th thConquest of the Carpathian Basin (7 -9  centuries). The charcoal of the Avar and Arpadian 
ages was burnt from either pedunculated or sessile oak (Qucrcus robur/petrca) at almost all 
the twelve metallurgical findspots.

In the programme of the "Route of Iron-culture”, the Archaeological Museum (Fabricius 
ház), the Central Mining Museum and the Forestry Museum exhibit important specimens 
for those interested. An exciting outing should be the visit to the iron-ore mines at Kópháza.

In 1867 in Sopron, the Archaeological Society was founded, and in the following year, the 
Archaeological Museum was established. The city museum did not have a permanent 
building until 1913. However, at present, it offers 17 places of interest for those visiting the 
city.

thFabricius ház. It is a historic building. It was a town house in the 14  century. 
The museum of the Roman age stonework with the outstanding Triassic group 
of sculpture of the Capitolium was placed here in the medieval cellar. The 
exhibition "3000 Years Along the Amber Route" exhibits the history of Sopron 

thand its surroundings from the early Iron Age until the 17  century. (Address: 
Museum of Sopron, Fabricius Ház, 9400 Sopron, Fõ tér 6. tel.: 99 / 311-327).

thCentral Mining Museum The middle-age base 17  century baroque Eszterházi 
Palace hosts it, and it has operated here since its establishment in 1957. Among 
its collections, one can find works of applied arts (4110 pieces), industrial and 
technical history specimens (1380 pieces) and natural history minerals (2500 
pieces). Its permanent exhibitions are: Minerals, Rocks, Mining-products, The 
development of mining technology from the old age until today, Mineral oil, 
natural gas and ore-mining, Mining in fine arts, Mining in applied arts (Address 
Central Mining Museum, 9400 Sopron Templom u. 2. tel.: 99 / 338-902).

Forestry, Timber Industry and Land-measuring Collection One part of the Forestry and 
Mining Academy, moving from Selmecbánya, attached to Czechoslovakian area in the 
1920s, operates in Sopron as the Forestry and Timber Industry University. The institution 
established in 1931 was demolished in World War II, and then it re-opened in 1982. It is also 
localized in the Eszterházi Palace. Its subject collection counts 4649 pieces of forestry, 
timber industry and land-measuring industry implements and instruments. Moreover, its 
charter and document archive, photo, video and film collection, and its library bears 
significance. In its permanent exhibitions, one can see the topics of forestry and timber 
industry branches, forestry and educational history, land-measuring, forest management, 
nurturing, using and protection, transportation of timber, wood processing and 
environmental protection.

Apart from the above mentioned, Sopron's Ethnographical Exhibitions, Chemist's Shop, 
Baker Museum, Archaeological Exhibition, Exhibition of the City's History, Zettl-Langer 
Collection, the Mining Museum, and rich religious and fine-art exhibitions provide a several 
days' programme for tourists.

One can find 29 more registered museums and exhibitions in Gyõr-Moson-Sopron County, 
besides the above-mentioned ones, which provide valuable information on the region's 
cultural history.

The city of Gyõr is Hungary's steel-processing centre of great significance, due to the  
Hungarian Railway and Engine Works, and its succession company and units.

In Vas County 34 registered museums and public collections welcome the tourists 
interested.

Apart from Szombathely, the most Roman-age findings in Vas County were excavated in 
Vasvár. In 1948 a Roman-age foundry and heating apparatus were dug up in the area of the 
lower court of the Dominican monastery.

The Scythe Factory's history in Szentgotthárd can be traced back based on documents. 
Earlier, a scythe repairing shop operated in the Monastery of Mondesee, Austria. The scythe 
factory, which developed from it, was moved to Szentgotthárd in 1902, with the purpose of 
continuing the production of scythe- and sword-blade.

Furnaces excavated near the mining district of Kópháza: 

.Kópháza, furnace remain found near the mine
1. Sopron Potzmann 2. Sopron, Bánfalvi u. 3. Harka 
4. 

Nemeskér, Rétrejáró alja (1972) excavation illustration

Iron smelting districts in West-Transdanubia from the late Avar Age and Árpád Age

Sopron, Fabricius-House

Sopron, Forest Museum

Sopron, Central Mining Museum 
in the  former  Esterházy Palace

Esterházy mining cup, 
Selmecbánya (1650) 

Hungarian miner, painted 
statue from the 18th century Hungarian Oil Industry Museum, Zalaegerszeg

Brennbergbánya, mining church

Fabricius-House, Succinite road exhibition

Sopron, Storno-House, historical exhibition
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