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Hungarian Immigration in Australia

As a small ethnic group, Hungarians have lived urstfalia since colonial times, and have
often contributed constructively to their adoptedimtry. Their experience as newcomers has
generally been harmonious and their integration #istralian society smooth. Many have
found success in their adopted country, but noheout hard work and frustrating times,
starting with the struggle to acquire the commaridEaglish so necessary for career
advancement and social involvement. TAastralian Dictionary of Biographyand the
associated website ‘Obituaries Australia’ have shigld 59 biographies and obituaries of
Australians of Hungarian birth, and others whdhaligh identifying as Hungarian, were born
in the neighbouring countries after the vast reidacin Hungarian national borders in the
aftermath of World War 1.

In most cases, the Australian Hungarian communibyigins can be traced to four distinct
refugee-migrant waves, each resulting from politenad social upheavals in Hungary. The
USA and Canada were always the first choice ddgtims with Argentina in third place and,
by comparison, only a trickle came to Australiacding to pre-WW! public recordsThe
first wave of Hungarian arrivals in Australia foled the 1848-1849 Hungarian war of
independence against the Austrian Empire. Thedbslsat war and the impact of continued
repression by the Austrian rulers resulted in thival of political refugees seeking freedom
and opportunities in a promising new country, tisdogies of Australia. Back in Europe,
Hungarians experienced Austrian despotism until718@hen a political compromise was
reached with the declaration of Austro-Hungariaraldmonarchy, which accorded the
kingdom of Hungary equal status through nationakeseignty, equal rights for its citizens
and development parallel with Austria in everydiel

According to official records, the first Hungariam Australia was trader, later pawnbroker,
Isaac Friedman (1805-1875) who arrived in Sydney 833 with his wife and son, from
London aboard the barqichantress Their first step on Australian soil was a stopoiver
Hobart, a colonial town which impressed them, with attractive harbour side and busy
waterfront, surrounded by leafy streets lined Vkitimble but neat cottages. After five years in
Sydney, the family returned to settle in Hobartdéeply religious man of Jewish faith, he
was one of the founding committee members of tfs $iynagogue in Australia. Moreover he
was the main funds provider and backer of the mgld construction and refurbishment.
Consecrated in 1845, the National Heritage-listadlding, in Egyptian revival style
architecture, is at 59 Argyle Street, Hobart.

The first wave of Hungarian migrants numbered naoertban a hundred, and comprised ex-
army officers, soldiers and resistance fightermesof them landed gentry, with a sprinkling of
adventurers among them. They knew that after a émtjunfamiliar sea voyage to a faraway
land, and with a bit of luck, they could be rewakrder their determination. What attracted
many of them were the Victorian gold fields, wetlekvn in Europe, and they joined the rush to
try their luck as prospectors. In due course, tteame established settlers to pursue their own
lives as colonials once the diggings became ungtodu A few among them moved on to

! The Australian Dictionary of Biographyand ‘Obituaries Australia’ are fully searchablelima
Visitors to the sites can either do a general fear@ more detailed faceted browse. The biographie
and obituaries of Hungarian Australians can besssby either means.

% Egon F. KunzBlood and gold: Hungarians in Australi€heshire, Melbourne, p 278.
% Egon F. KunzBlood and gold: Hungarians in Australi€heshire, Melbourne, pp 17-20.



California as experienced diggers in the new, bagngold fields there. Four of the first wave
Hungarians became well-respected in their fieldsnafeavour during the Victorian gold rushes.
Their achievements have been documented in theralast Dictionary of Biography, and in
some cases their obituaries published by the ADBswe ‘Obituaries Australia’.

They include: Ernest (Eéy Leviny (1818-1905), an outstanding goldsmithyesigmith,
artistic jeweller, and businessman; Sigismund Weigsigmond Veékey) (1825-1889), ex-
army officer, prospector, solicitor and author; @és (Karoly) Nyulasy (1825-1903) ex-army
officer, mining engineer and inventor of subaquelasting for minerals, and hotel and later
drapery shop proprietor; and Béla Makutz (1857-)938 expert safe maker and later a safe
manufacturer in Perth, Western Australia.

A devastating depression in rural Hungary in the [B890s and early 1900s saw over 1%
million Hungarians, mainly from poverty strickerralipeasantry, emigrate. At the turn of the
century about 53 per cent of agricultural propertieeere tiny holdings, offering only a
marginal existence to large families. The majoofymigrants went to North America and
some to Argentina, and less than fifty came to Aalisi to work in agriculture. For those who
came, Australia was well equipped to offer the dtiois they desired: achievable socio-
economic well-being through equal wages, affordatdets of productive lands, peace and
the unfettered pursuit of their dreams. More thalh &f them went to Queensland to work in
the sugar cane fields, and others to Western Aisstaawork on wheat farms, work that was
familiar to them. The rest settled in the othetestaf the mainland, on country properties. As
rural workers they integrated successfully into tRals&n society without leaving any particular
trace, other than their original names and natiaméin on State and Commonwealth
naturalisation records.

The collapse of the Austro-Hungarian Empire aftesrM/ War | (1918) and the Treaty of
Versailles-Trianon (1920) reduced by 72 percentdize of Hungary. This left some 6.6
million ethnic Hungarians living, not in their owgountry, but in Austria, Czechoslovakia,
Ukraine (USSR), Romania and in the Kingdom of Seffr®ats and Slovenes (later to be
Yugoslavia) as ethnic minorities. Discriminatioriesf1920 against these sizable Hungarian
minorities in most of the countries adjoining Hunglrought a steady migration to Australia,
to free themselves from the injustice and lack ppartunity they faced at home. This
movement was not a ‘wave’, but rather a steadyastreyear-in and year-out, of Hungarian
migration by professionals and their families spwad from within Australia.

The second period of Hungarian migration was alsmncompared with the later ones. From
the mid-1930s in Hitler's Germany, the gradual egpion of German Jews, and open threats to
European Jewry, caused many, including Hungariavs,Jé liquidate their property and
migrate to overseas destinations while it was lggaissible. Until the outbreak of World War

Il, Australia offered a safe haven and acceptedesém75 new settlers, mainly of Central
European Jewry, fleeing Nazi Germany’s legalizestritinination, persecution and manifest
threats to their safety. The number of Hungariamiske arrivals in Australia during this period

is estimated to have been about 800 persons. Mest fbusinessmen, intellectuals, doctors,
architects, and engineers who, through their acummarl professional work or further studies
for recognition of qualifications, rapidly founddin place, and flourished in the host country.

Much later, when the first post-World War Il Chigst Hungarian refugees arrived en masse,
and set up their clubs and associations in they d&50s, these earlier Hungarian migrants
rarely mixed and socialized with them. This was nhaidue to sheer resentment of the
imposition of many restrictive laws by pre-World YW Hungarian governments against
Hungarian Jews. An example was the introductiahefquota (6%) system in higher education
intake in order to attain the pro-rata balancerobersity students according to Christians and



Jews in the actual population. The invasion of Hupgn March 1944 brought the formation of
compliant, subservient Hungarian governments andtlsa rounding up and deportation of the
Jewry in Hungary. Until then, Hungary was the ksafie country in Europe and, despite some
contentious racial injustices, the 700,000 Hungadiews and the 100,000 foreign refugee Jews
endured. The Hungarian-Jewish people who manageddape the terror and death of Nazi-
dominated Hungary, have difficulty forgetting thédy past etched in their memory.

Hungarian-Jewish migrants have contributed siganity to Australian society, and have

shone in many of their fields of specialization. &my them are several dozen luminaries,
such as Dr John (Janos) Béla Polya (1914-1992), (HRAcientist, academic and world

authority in organic chemistry; Desiderius (D&z©rban (1884-1986), art teacher, artist,
painter and author; Erwin Aladar Rado (1914-1988)ducer, and film festival director; and

George (Gyorgy) Molnar OBE AO (1910-1998) professbarchitecture and a celebrity as
political cartoonist with thdlelbourne Ageand theSydney Morning Herald

The third wave of Hungarian immigration was dirgciktributable to World War Il and its
consequences. As in most parts of Europe, the agicaused immense devastation, economic
collapse and impoverishment. In Central and Eadkemope, totalitarian communist regimes
came to power, introducing ruthless and inhumarieips. Hungary fell under this kind of
repressive rule imposed by Soviet Russia-USSR. Sdi@n the end of World War I, the
Australian government crafted and implemented asrmamigration scheme, designed to boost
the skilled and willing labour force in the long+te national interest, as well as to respond to
humanitarian needs in post-war Europe. In Hungagyyise of communism brought an exodus
of large numbers of people to refugee holding campsustria, Germany, and Italy (Trieste),
which were run by the International Refugee Orgatina. Escaping to the West was possible
until 1948 when the communist regime closed the gduan borders. From these refugee
camps, alongside many other European nationaliestralia recruited about 15,000 stateless
Hungarians between 1949 and 1952, officially tegrtimem ‘Displaced Persons’, who became
widely known as ‘DPs’. Australia did not admit Hamgns immediately after the war (June
1945), as they were still considered ‘ex-enemegolicy which was reversed in mid-1948. For
a two-year duration, the DPs were subject to wanktracts and mandatory job designations,
partly to recoup the cost of the voyage, by makhem into working, taxpaying, productive
new settlers immediately on their arrival. Many nloak back on their first years in Australia
with bittersweet memories. At the time they wereesely handicapped by their lack of
English, and faced many years of struggle to haee skills and qualifications recognised in
their new country.

Both the location and type of work to which the DirRre assigned were already determined
by the authorities so that, after they arrived bgtdfrom Europe, they were assembled in old
army barracks converted to refugee holding camioimegilla, Victoria, or at Greta, Hunter
Valley, New South Wales. Their hostel accommodatlmms was ready and waiting unless
they continued on their journey to other jobs, hdbrd and lodging with their first employer.
Many of these new arrivals were professional anddfet-class people, ex-officers, and
tradesmen; very few were without skills. Most oérth arrived with their families, and were
willing to work hard and attain success in thealdi becoming affluent in a relatively short
period, despite the hardship of their first yearassignees in jobs unrelated to their skills.

The majority spoke little English, barely sufficteio hold a basic conversation, let alone to
engage in discussion with English-speaking Australi For many, it took years to overcome
this serious language handicap and to shed thedo’ ‘tag. Once released from the two-year
work bond, the ex-DPs were independent and fregutsue their aspirations, move about,
change jobs, and work and live anywhere in the tgumhus becoming equals in a free
Australian society. Many turned out to be tirelesskers and determined money-savers, who
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were driven by a desire to catch up with the réshe Australian community, and secure the
benefits of a comfortable lifestyle in one’s owmigy with financial certainty and a positive
future. These post-WWII migrants laid the foundata an Australian Hungarian community
which was to be an example for the fourth wavesfiigee-migrants who arrived less than ten
years later, after the collapse of the HungariavoReion of 1956.

From this third wave, ten preeminent and inspiraloachievers on a national scale were:
Tibor Paul (Pal) (1909-1973), conservatorium teacheusical director, and conductor of
international fame; Sir Peter Abeles (1924-1998)epreneur businessman, airlines transport
magnate, and benefactor; Andrew (Andras) Mattay112004), colonel, training director for
the Australian Army, and Army Commanding Officegsmania; Alex Pongrass (1923—-2000)
AM (Sandor Pongracz) entrepreneur businessman gineering, boatbuilding, furniture
manufacture, joint-founder of the National Socceague (NSL), and benefactor; Dr John G.
Radvansky (Janos Radvanszky) (1924-2007), hergditableman, and university lecturer-
educator; Egon F. Kunz (1922-1997), PhD in litemtuhistory and social researcher,
demographer, librarian, and author; Dr George (GypBornemissza OAM (1924-2014),
entomologist-coleopterist, research scientist, nadigi-ecologist, and world authority in his
specialisation; Dr Anthony (Antal) Endrey (1922-P)1Queen’s Counsel lawyer, author,
cattle farmer, and community leattebr Laszlo (Laszl6) Benyei AM (1920-2006), lawyer,
International Refugee Convention expert, immigratiesettiement director, church elder and
organist; and Dr Andrew (Andor) Fabinyi (1908-1978) OBE, [Plin Psychology of
Aesthetics, journalist, publisher, and internatlmta

The fourth wave of Hungarian migration began aevember 1956, again through refugee
holding camps in Europe, and followed the suppoessf the Hungarian Revolution against
communist tyranny and the Soviet hegemony. Thignalk uprising was crushed by Soviet-
Russian military invasion and brought a closur¢hefborders, but not before 200,000 people
had managed to escape to the West, mainly to neigimly Austria, as vulnerable and
stateless refugees under United Nations protecthwunstralia welcomed about 15,000
Hungarians by recruiting them from migrant camps by the UN’s International Refugee
Organisation (IRO). Their fares to Australia wemmded by the Australian tax-payer, but
unlike the situation facing earlier refugees, thees no impost of a two year work contract.
At the time, jobs were plentiful in the country artkspite their lack of English language
skills, most of them soon managed to find jobs asthblish careers in their trades and
professions. The general composition of this fousdve of Hungarian immigration (the
“1956-ers’) included tradesmen, university studefastory workers, senior apprentices, ‘jack
of all trades and master of none’ types, and a rurb professional people. Singles by far
outweighed families on arrival and there were nmoes than women among them.

Most were ambitious, tireless workers, some workingwvo jobs in order to make ends meet
and purchase property. The 1956-ers often bergkffttam the support and experience of
fellow Hungarians who had arrived less than 10 yearlier, and were already established in
their suburban homes with their families, and oa Way to modest prosperity. These two
groups became united and active, to nurture tloameon ethnic heritage, speak their language,
and participate in social and cultural events. Bapgic data is available for the following
notable 1956-er profiles from the ADB and OA wedssit

* Attila J. UrményhaziThe Hungarian connection: candid portrait story twfelve select former
refugees2012.

®> Attila J. UrményhaziThe Hungarian connection: candid portrait story tefelve select former
refugees2012.



Andrew (Andras) Léderer OAM (1918-2004), butchad&sman, smallgoods manufacturer,
businessman and employer, and philanthropist; Elé&togma (1929-2003), toolmaker, master
instrument maker, car parts manufacturer, and grapl&tephen (Istvan) Forgacs (1935-2012),
machine tool tradesman, shipbuilder-industrialiatge ship dockyard owner-operator, and
employer; Dr Otto Abbott-Oerdoeg (Orddg) (1920-1998:terinarian, and cattle diseases
specialist; Rudolf Bozoky (1933-2007), architeatge scale apartment builder, and developer.
Other 1956-ers continue to contribute to Austrapablic life, including Nicholas (Miklés) F.
Derera OAM (b. 1919), research agronomist-plantediee, and adjunct professor at the
University of Sydney; Les Murray AM (born Laszl6déy) (b. 1945), sports journalist, SBS
soccer broadcaster and analyst; and Attila Abohyil@46), soccer administrator, and ex-
national soccer player who represented Australidiiés. Worth mentioning also are two
distinguished Hungarian migrants who were not parny migration wave, arriving under
the family reunion scheme: Géza Lakatos (1890-186)garian army general, and the last
constitutional Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Hyary between 29 August and 15 October
1944; and Dr George Berczeller (1914-2008), mediwaitor, music composer, pianist of
operettas, jazz and medley genre repertoire, anénégrtainer par excellence during his
stellar Sydney musical care®r.

In the capital cities, Hungarian communities remative through their long-established and
well-run associations. They assemble regularly,jusit to enjoy charity fundraising events,
festivals, or to celebrate New Year-Xmas and Mahdday with barbecues, but to
commemorate the important events in the Hungawarakcalendar: 15 March National Day,
20 August St. Stephen’s Day and on 23 OctoberHilnggarian Revolution. On these special
occasions patriotic oratory is the order of the saleeping with the spirit and heritage of the
assembled. The Australian and New Zealand CultGabvention, a triennial Hungarian
cultural festival, has been rotated between capitis of the mainland since 1969. Attended
in large numbers, the event brings together Huagarirom every part of Australia to bond in
camaraderie and enjoy a rich, colourful and vibrardgram of concerts, art and craft
exhibitions, performances by interstate dance gam solo artists. Participants partake in
lectures and symposiums, dinner dances and badghguse shows, competitions, games,
‘Hungaricum’ product sale markets, and organised ti@s. This recurring expression of
identity reflects the desire of Hungarian Austnasido nurture their heritage and renew their
common connections.

The hope of the remaining post-World War Il and 19&6-er ex-refugees, now dwindling
fast in numbers, and that of the first generatiastfalian-born descendants, is to secure the
long term future of the Australia-wide associatiofey face the challenge of remaining
relevant to the expectations of the progeny gemeraand to encourage younger Hungarian
Australians to take up the baton when they refirgeneral expectation, if not heartfelt wish,
is that the multigenerational Hungarian descendangsustralian society, now and in future,
continue to feel pride in their culture and thedasf their parents, grandparents and great
grandparents, enough to pay a visit to their anglelsind, the land of the ‘Magyars’, at least
once in their lifetimes to connect with the rictdamique cultural heritage of Hungary. From
an ethno-sociologist’s perspective, it will be megting to know in fifty years, when over a
century would have passed since their organiselsdabs and associations were formed,
whether Australians of Hungarian ancestry have eembed in their efforts to retain their
culture and heritage.

® Attila J. UrményhaziThe Hungarian connection: candid portrait story tefelve select former
refugees2012.
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Abeles, Sir Peter
(1924-1999)

Sir Emil Herbert Peter Abeles (Péter Abel), wasnban
Vienna in 1924 into a Hungarian-Jewish family. Hagher
was an affluent metals dealer. When Peter wagla liby his
family moved to Hungary to avoid the onslaught ewty by
rampant fascism. He completed his secondary eduncati |
Budapest. With the Nazi Germany invasion of Hungiry _
1944, he was sent to a death camp whilst his faméypaged | l‘,‘
to flee to Romania. They all survived and were reahbut |
the regime change and gradual communist takeoyaostwar |
Hungary again forced the family to flee. In 194@ea 25,
Peter, who had enriched himself with the businessnan of
his father, landed in Sydney as a refugee.

Abeles started his career as a door-to-door saleseking
encyclopedias and clothing. In his second year V&eorge
Rockey, a fellow Hungarian, Abeles founded Alltrares
trucking company. With two second hand lorries Itelding
entrepreneurs chased transport contracts, theofiessbbtained from the mining town, Broken
Hill. Abeles organisational and business genius g@isled by his belief that in a country

where distance is a high cost tyranny, there waatgypportunity for transport to flourish. By

1967, Alltrans was operating about 500 lorries ssrAustralia and had merged with Thomas
National Transport (TNT); in 1968 Abeles was appainmanaging director of the company.
Through the 1970s TNT expanded beyond AustralithéoUnited States, Canada, Britain,
Brazil and New Zealand with takeovers of, and mexgeth, other transport and shipping

companies.

Peter Abelesby Gary Ede, 1986

In 1979 Abeles forged a strategic alliance with mechogul, Rupert Murdoch’s News
Limited, to take over Ansett Transport Industriee @f the two big airlines in Australia. Both
Abeles and Murdoch jointly controlled the airline Ansett’s joint managing directors until
1992. By the mid-1980s TNT became the second bigmassport empire in the world,
operating by road, rail, sea and air.

Abeles, a major force in Australian industry, imfhced the careers of important business and
political figures such as Kerry Packer (owner ofstkalian Consolidated Press and Australia’s
richest man at that time), and Bob Hawke (Primeistéen of Australia, 1983-1991). Abeles
supported Hawke’'s Prices and Incomes Accord andicypated in his 1983 National
Economic Summit. He formed strong links with thes&alian Council of Trade Unions
(ACTU) in respect to the two-airlines agreementhaf 1980s. Hawke’s recommendation saw
his friend appointed as a director of the ReserarkBoy the then Treasurer Paul Keating in
1984.

Abeles position as a close confidant of Hawke agdwsispicion, particularly during the 1989

airline strike when prime minister Hawke’s actiontaking on the pilots’ union enabled both

major airlines to enter the deregulated market fiaranore competitive position. At the time

Australia’s domestic airline pilots through themion, demanded an immediate 30% salary
increase which was rejected by the governmentakt a prolonged, bitter dispute which the
pilots lost as the air force and pilots from oveassevere called in to keep the airlines
operating.



Abeles and Hawke’s friendship had started in thé0$9when Hawke was president of the
ACTU. According to Blanche D’Alpuget, Hawke’s bi@gpher and later his second wife,
Hawke looked upon Abeles as a “father figure”; benfd the older man “subtle, sophisticated
cosmopolitan, immensely fascinating”.

In 1992 TNT was suffering from debt-ridden invesinsein Europe and Abeles retired as its
managing director but was later re-elected to itar. He chaired the Trade Advisory
Council, and the Australian Opera Foundation. 1871%e was named “Australian of the
Year” by The AustralianThe NSW Askin’s government recommended his kiigbd and in
1991 he was appointed a Companion of the Orderustralia in recognition for services to
business and the arts. Under his dynamic leadersisipransport business empire at its height
spread over more than 60 countries with about Ebgd@ployees.

As a corporate mogul, Abeles faced his share afilstantiated attacks and allegations about
unscrupulous business tactics, ruthlessness agamsority shareholders, buying his
knighthood, etc. He also had his supporters. Riaalsport magnate, Melbourne businessman
Lindsay Fox, said Sir Peter was an “outstandingviddal. His scope and vision was way
ahead of anyone else in the industry. Peter wasteegh but his vision for what he did was
nothing more than incredible”. Former ACTU secrgt&ill Kelty said “Sir Peter was a
decent and humane person”, with a vision for Alistthat “few people matched”.

He respected those who worked with him, negotiatathtless agreements with unions and
the ACTU, and not once broke his word. Away fronsibess his passion was cards: either
intense bridge games or very high-stakes poker.nkary years the then NSW premier, Sir
Robert Askin was a regular at Sir Peter’s tablewtge. He was seen as a warm, generous,
erudite and humorous gentleman by those who knew tiho built up and cultivated a
network of friends that covered all sides of thétjpal spectrum.

Seeking to explain his enormous network of inflleerfee once remarked: “I can’t help if my
friends have been successful in their fields”. Heswgenerous with his time and money in
charitable and community causes. He establishedlaaided the Australian Cancer Research
Foundation, which raised and distributed millioriglollars for research into the disease that,
unexpectedly, was to claim his life. According tolBHawke, he was truly a man of the
world, fluent in half a dozen languages and hadaodopnd interest in international affairs.
When delivering the eulogy of Sir Peter Abeles, fitvener prime minister went on to say
that: “Of the 5.5 million immigrants and more thhalf a million refugees who have made
Australia their home since World War 11, none caatch the breadth and magnitude of Sir
Peter Abeles’ business achievement”.
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Bornemissza, George Francis
(1924-2014)

George F. Bornemissza was born in the town of Bagja,
the banks of the River Danube in southern Hungary.b
February 1924 to Katalin and Ferenc Bornemisszayia
engineer.

Both parents were from the landed gentry and wkle @
ensure the best education in Baja for their chiid@eorge J&%
began collecting and studying beetles in the ferasbund S
his home town during his mid-teens and dedicatedmud §
his spare time to volunteering in museums and 8fien
institutions in Budapest, where he pursued hisiatgrt
studies. He graduated in science from the Uniwersft
Budapest, but by 1948, with the onset of a repvesand
ruthless brand of communism in Hungary, he fled ¥ ;
Austria. Bornemissza obtained his PhD in Zoologyhat George Bornemissza.d.
University of Innsbruck in 1950 and migrated sodterato

Australia as a Displaced Person. He sailed forraliaton the ‘Anna Salen,’” and, on 1 January
1951, set foot in Fremantle, Western Australia.

Bornemissza’s first career appointment was tharafluate assistant in October 1951, when
he became a staff member of the Zoology Departraetite University of Western Australia.
He was grateful to his new homeland and wantedpgay Australia by advancing the study of
beetles (coleopterology). After many field studaesoss the State, he concluded, in a pasture
at Wooroloo, 60 km north-east of Perth that, unlikeEurope, native dung beetles do not
devour cow pats and thus, do not increase soilitigrisince they prefer the droppings of
native marsupials. While carrying on his field s work aimed at the reducing
populations of bush flies and blood sucking bufftiles, which were infesting livestock and
costing farmers millions of dollars annually to t@h Bornemissza observed that their
eradication could only be through biological cohtAs a result, he proposed the introduction
of exotic bovine dung beetles to Western Australia.

In December 1954, Bornemissza joined the CSIROanb@rra as a Research Scientist in the
Division of Entomology. In 1965, the CSIRO approvieshding for a national project to
control the bush fly plagues which afflicted hunzard bovine populations during the summer
months, under George’s scientific direction. In M#®67 he established a research station for
the ‘Dung Beetle Project’ in Pretoria, South Afridde travelled through 32 countries,
carefully selecting bovine beetles of all sorts tleeir introduction and breeding in Australia
under stringent quarantine control conditions ia thboratories of the CSIRO, Canberra.
Fifty-four species were brought in from overseasi bnly 28 of them subsequently
established themselves. With the release of 100J00Q beetles across the continent, the 10
year national project at last yielded results amithin a few years, was shown to benefit the
farmers and ultimately the people of Australia.wias the beginning of the end of the
Australian ‘bush salute’ that had characteriseddiran the bush and, furthermore, heralded
the start of a new, ‘eating outdoors’ lifestyle mshing considered impossible in earlier
times. Between 1957 and 1983 Bornemissza publi$Bestientific papers under the aegis of
the CSIRO, which widened his reputation as a wadthority in his field of expertise.
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Retiring from the CSIRO in 1983, Bornemissza argl family settled in Hobart, where he

devoted his time, with a perfectionist’s attentiom,his other passion in life: his massive
private insect collections made up of stunningledacular specimens. The first post-
retirement public display of some of his beetldemilon was in Canberra, which he donated
to the Australian National Insect Collection at @8IRO. The Tasmanian Museum and Art
Gallery was another beneficiary of his extensivilections of rare, colourful and intricately

mounted beetle and insect specimens, which are chaafter him and have received

considerable public acclaim.

Bornemissza continued to work to foster public amass about the usefulness of beetles in
the eco-system, and was involved in conservatisueis, supplying specialist knowledge to
nature and environmental support foundations. Kaytk was his ethic until his final years.
In the course of his career, he discovered, hithenknown by science, twenty insects and
beetles which were later named after him. His fave@mong these was “Bornemissza’s stag
beetle” (Hoploghonus bornemisszaeyhich he discovered at a Pyengana property’sirvirg
wet woodland, in North-East Tasmania. That bestlene of the rarest and most spectacular
insects of the State.

The honours bestowed on him were the Britannica rdwaold Medal (1973), the Rolex
Award for Enterprise (1981), the Medal of the OraérAustralia (2001) for services to
science and entomology, Fellowship of the Alexanaer Humboldt Society, and the CSIRO
Service from Science Award (2003). He was maderagrius Fellow of Entomology by the
CSIRO in 2006, while the ‘Australian Geographictew him Conservationist of the Year in
2008.

Dr. George Bornemissza directed the ingenious, gamaging introduction of the exotic
bovine dung beetle into Australia, which indiredbiypught forth solil fertility and an increase
in agricultural production to boost the nationalomamy. These facts are well known
Australia-wide and are highly appreciated by acadgstientific colleagues and government
authorities. The author of one of the most sucoéssblogical control introductions of exotic
species in history, he passed away on 10 April 2BlHobart.
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Bozoky, Rudolf (Rudy)
(1933-2007)

Rudolf Bozoky (Rez& Bozoky) was born in Siéfok, ar
idyllic vacation town on the shores of the vast ¢a
Balaton surrounded by beautiful rural countrysitiés
father was a marine mechanical engineer servitgge
River Danube ships plying between Vienna, Budap
and the Black Sea; a life with long absences framén
Rudy’s mother taught him and his three siblings how
cook and be self reliant, while his grandfathergtau
him carpentry and building skills.

World War Il saw first the Nazis, then the Sovief
occupy and ravage Hungary. The young Bozoky becé
caught up in the ensuing terrible times with hisiifg.
He already had a talent for wheeling and dealingd
survived by bartering goods and chattels. Thosé e
experiences left a lifelong imprint in his mind.

) i Rudolf Bozokyn.d.
After the war he attended Budapest Technical Usityés photo supplied by family

faculty of architecture. The eruption of the Hungar

Revolution in 1956 prevented his class sittingtfagir graduation final examinations, yet he
considered himself fortunate to be able to flee ddup after the revolution failed and
communism was re-established under Soviet occupaitiothe dead of night he crossed the
barbed wire, electrified and well guarded bordelbéocome a refugee in Austria under United
Nations protection. He opted for migration to Aas#.

Bozoky quickly found his way in the building indostWorking first as a fit-out carpenter
foreman with Hungarian cottage builders in the Wesisuburbs of Sydney whilst learning
English, he moved on to become a contract builéempr and large scale home unit builder.
By 1967 he was a well known large-scale developddér working mostly in the inner
Sydney suburbs of Newtown, Leichhardt, Annandatk Rasebay. He typically worked on at
least four large ongoing projects at any given tand drew all his own architectural plans. His
lack of recognised qualification, though, meant dnawings had to be checked by qualified
architects. He also supervised the work of allisfdontractors, including structural engineers,
with daily visits to construction sites. The out@rof his endeavours met the demand of
thousands of working couples for modern, compdfdrdable apartments close to the heart of
Sydney.

In mid 1976 Bozoky’s investments crashed due tauaexpected mammoth escalation of
interest rates on his interconnected and mortgagewwings on speculative land purchases.
He was declared bankrupt and moved to New Zealdr&tavhe was soon involved again in
building projects with developers providing the gamodern, quality, compact apartment
accommodation for thousands in Wellington.

He later moved to Western Australia to pursue nppodunities as a consulting engineer in
pipe laying & earthworks projects with the North $¥&helf Gas Company. He then moved
to Perth to rejoin his family and start afresh os dwn building projects, albeit in a much
diminutive scale as a semi-retired person. Threegimarried, Rudolf, the affable man with a
keen sense of humour and zest for life, passed awaygust 2007.

13



Deak, Laszlo (Les)
(1928-2002)

Born in 1928, Laszl6 Deéak (Les) was the son of #-twedo,
landholding and sawmill-owning family in Pusztakosé
Southwest Hungary. In 1944, at the age of 14, hetaken by &
force by the German occupation troops and sent labar
camp in Czechoslovakia where he spent a year um
unforgivable inhumanity. After the war he watchesl las
family interests and businesses were confiscatethbynew &
communist Hungarian government. He decided to defec
Austria and became a refugee under the United Na
International Refugee Organisation’s care.

He arrived in Australia in 1949 under the Displaétgtson’s
scheme and had to spend his first two years irgatary work
assignment wherever the authorities would send BWshe
lacked a command of English and had no certificatels he
was classed as an unskilled labourer and was gembrk on
the Snowy Mountains Authority’'s (SMA) giant natidn
hydro-electricity scheme.

As his English improved he trained as a hydrograrel Laszlo Deakn.d.
continued to work with the SMA until 1960 when hechme photo supplied by family
redundant as the national project neared compleaming

his time there, he was elected a union represeatati

In 1962 he took a job as hydrographer with the Taasen Hydro-Electric Commission

projects where he remained until his early retineihtieie to an industrial accident in 1985. He

then became a part-time shopkeeper in a mixed éssipartnership.

For ten consecutive years energetic Deak servedntiadl Hungarian association in Hobart as
president of their association, fostering the rgd@nand nurture of their culture and heritage.
For eleven years he presented a community radigrgmo in the Hungarian language, after

fighting for its introduction amongst other commiyrianguages.

He was also a passionate birdwatcher and a keetographer. His stunning bird photos
enriched wall calendars. In recognition of his tarnging services to the community, Laszlo

Deak posthumously received a Centenary of FederMiedal in January 2003.
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Ferencz, Stephen
(1926-2004)

Stephen (Istvan) Ferencz was born in 1926 in thagé of
Gerse in county Vas, Western Hungary. Soon afeeretid of
World War Il he crossed the border to become agesfuin
Austria under the International Refugee Organis&iacare.
Termed officially a Displaced Person, he arrivedAurstralia
as a migrant in 1949 and spent his first two yeabligatory
assignment as a postal employee. At the age oke2iehame
an apprentice plumber. Qualifying as a tradesmambpeér, in
due course he became a partner with his employsunabing
contractor. In 1962 he settled in Hobart. After ajon work
accident he left the plumbing trade altogether d&egjan
producing yoghurt on an industrial scale, learnithg trade _
from a specialist dairy in Melbourne. Yoghurt wdeer a
novel food product and was not available in Tasmahie ‘v.
later sold his ongoing business enterprise but ireedaits

production manager until 1971. Stephen Ferenca.d.

Ferencz then ventured ambitiously into the lovehisf life: photo supplied by family
producing and selling quality wine. It was a ctatit he knew

a lot about from his childhood. Studying suitabl&nm-climate environments in southern
Tasmania, he bought potentially productive acredaofl in Cradock. He cultivated and
developed a winery from pastureland and then mahhgeestate, continually perfecting his
cultivation skill and deepening his product knovgedHe gradually became a very successful
winemaker, with his lounge walls covered with extn certificates of awards attesting to
the excellence of his much sought after chardommalypinot noir wines. In 1984 he won the
coveted gold medal Chardonnay-of-the-Year Natiotatard. In the early 1990s Qantas
Airlines bought his entire annual chardonnay redefas their first class passengers. During
that time he travelled to Europe eight times talgtwineries in France, Germany, Austria,
Hungary and Transylvanian Romania to deepen hisvletge of viticulture-grape growing
and to familiarise himself with the latest prodanttechnology. His fame was national, yet he
was a humble man.

Ferencz sold his entire winery estate in Cradouknbt before passing on his invaluable skill
and knowledge, over a three-year period, to the aewers. With the nationally renowned

‘Panorama Wines’ label in safe hands, he retired986. The gentleman “vigneron par

excellence” passed away in 2004 in Hobart, misgeldidfamily, his associates and the small
Hungarian community that he supported and servdidevedecades.
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Friedman, Isaac
(1805-1875)

Isaac Friedman was born in 1805, in Pest (partwddpest before 1873), Hungary, son of
Judah and Rebecca Friedman, devout followers alelgsh faith. Isaac was an orthodox Jew
and a learned man who trained to later tutor anuster at the historic Yeshiva (Rabbinical
College) in the Kingdom of Hungary at Pozsony (nBwatislava, the current capital of
Slovakia). The date and the reasons for Friednm@depsrture from Hungary are unknown, but
it is likely that he sought a better future in Eagl in business, and his commitment to
serving Judaism Here he heard about Australia, and figured thatoportunity to work for
the same ideals better presented itself there. Ektensive emigrations of artisans from every
part of the United Kingdom; butchers, bakers, gastoks, provision merchants, shoemakers,
apothecaries, fancy-bread bakers, booksellers,’ |dvbave been common knowledge. As
Egon Kunz noted, he ‘also would have known in msetin London that there were about
three hundred and fifty people of the Jewish faithhe Colony and that about two hundred
dwelt in Sydney town®

On 24 April, 1833, after a five month voyage fromndon aboard the barque Enchantress,
Friedman, his wife Rebecca, and seven-month-old B@ncis, arrived in Sydney. Their ship
had stopped over in Hobart town, and when theypstgé@shore, they liked what they saw.
The attractive harbour was the second largest tiomtme Australian colonies, had a busy
waterfront, surrounded by leafy streets lined withmble but neat cottages. Isaac Friedman
was the first ‘Native of Hungaria’ to arrive on Aradian soil® Soon after his arrival, Friedman
established a trading house selling ready-maddiotpt relying on the work of an assignee
convict tailor. A month later tragedy struck whesttbhis wife and son became ill and died. He
did not remain a widower long and, on 23 DecemiB&51he married Maria Nathan (b. 1819),
a daughter of Edward Nathan and his wife Ellenhtdaam Liverpool, England. Securing a
town allotment at Appin, New South Wales, he exeandis trading activities by opening a
general store that included the sale of spiriteyewgroceries, tools, ironmongery, gunpowder
and muskets, stationery, glassware and other daymds. He prospered as he diversified his
business ventures, being at different times, theeovof men’s wear shop, a pawnbroker, a
general dealer, and an innkeeper, holding licems8gdney, at Appin and Maitland. In keeping
with his commercial success, he became a leadimgo@eof Sydney’s Jewish community.

In 1840, the Friedmans sailed for Hobart, whictedtl good business prospects, a suitable
place to raise a family, and a more temperate tdmde bought Kensington Inn in Argyle
Street, which he operated from August 1841 to Fatyr849, and devoted himself to Jewish
affairs, earning the respect of the local commuriityl842, a meeting was held in his home
with fellow worshippers where the decision was take build a synagogue. Being adept in
financial matters and a foundation member of thegoegation, Friedman took charge of the
fund-raising effort, and made up the differenceradt serious shortfall in meeting the costs of
construction and refurbishment. Consecrated in 18#b5National Trust building in Egyptian
Revival style architecture still stands at 59 Agg@treet, the oldest synagogue building in
Australia, and still the house of worship to thedlbcongregation.

"It should be noted that they were never any pogramAustrian Empire, Austro-Hungarian or
Hungarian history against Jews or any other peapli&e in the Russian Empire.

8 Egon F. Kunz, Blood and Gold: Hungarians in Augrél969), p 18
° Egon F. Kunz, Blood and Gold: Hungarians in Augtrél969), p 18
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Meanwhile Friedman’s commercial operations as diga and victualler were not without
controversy, but he successfully defended himgglirest every incident and allegation during
his eight years as licensee of Kensington Inn. mlbet damaging allegation in the late 1840s
was that he ran a brothel, an accusation brouglat fieylow committee member in the Hobart
Hebrew Congregation. This was never brought befweCourt, as the parties agreed to have
the issue resolved through a process of privatératibn within the Congregation, where two
arbiters were appointed for each side. As a retsdac was cleared and the parties were
asked to, and remained, committee members. Yapwdh he successfully defended himself,
his name remained tarnished in the eyes of mariysicommunity. By then the Friedmans
had five children: Moses Joseph (b. 1840), Davitbi®on (b. 1842), Lewis (b. 1844), Ellen
(b. 1848), and Rebecca (b. 1850). To protect ttigidren from such damaging innuendos,
the family moved back to New South Wales in 1850.

On 20 June 1851, Charles Fitzroy, Governor of Newtls Wales, signed Friedman’s naturali-
sation certificate after he was recommended agsopef integrity and good character. He
continued to operate as a general trader, movorg aitland to Quirindi where he obtained
a lease of 160 acres. This he used partly as aramaoffices, and a warehouse, all in a garden
setting and with an eye to investment. By Febrda&%4, his wandering spirit prevailed once
more, and the Friedmans returned to Hobart wher&elp¢ a butcher shop and became a
pawnbroker. His name became widely known from thleens he started issuing in 1857 in
large numbers. These bronze tokens for the valua pénny and a halfpenny carried the
inscription on the obverse side: |. Friedman Pawkér, Argyle Street and on the reverse side
the figure of a sitting Justicia: TASMANIA 1857.

Retiring from business in 1858, Friedman, the adthoJew and Hungarian settler, was well
known and respected in two Australian colonies fT@asa and New South Wales). The
following year he and his family arrived in the Yadan goldfield town of Sandhurst. The
affluent Friedman immersed himself again in Jeweésmmunity affairs and as a mentor-
adviser to the Congregation. He acted in the cépaci‘Chazan and Sochet’, received an
honorarium, and was entitled to use the title Rewver With his family, he lived in Dowling
Street where the local synagogue was situated ened the Sandhurst, Castlemaine and
Echuca areas for the next ten years. In 1868 eaagle of sixty-two, he moved from Sandhurst
with his family to Melbourne. The remainder of hfe he spent on his final calling: delivering
lectures and collecting donations ‘for our unfodtenbrethren in Jerusalem’, in Melbourne,
on the Victorian goldfields and in the countrysidehile his wife Maria taught in the
Melbourne Jewish Sabbath school. By this time,Rhiedman family numbered eight, after
the birth of Ann (b.1852), Henry (b.1855), and Aam (b.1858). Isaac Friedman died in
Melbourne on 13 June 1875, predeceasing his wifevbyyears.
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Goetzel, Stephen
(1856-7?)

Following his schooling in Hungary, Istvan (Steph&oetzel studied in Vienna and then at
the school of mining engineering of Selmeczbanydjpper Hungary (now Slovakia). After
his graduation he became the manager of a coppesilaer mine.

He arrived in Sydney in 1888 and went first to Qugd@nd, then Tasmania, and in 1892 sailed
to Western Australia where he travelled by cameéh&Murchison goldfields. Commissioned
by the Western Australian government, Goetzel und&rtwo expeditions. On his first trip
he explored the Esperance-Bayley’'s Reward areapestticted in his report the auriferous
potential of the Red Kangaroo Hill and Norsemarasrédis second expedition covered the
Bayley’'s Reward-Menzies area.

Goetzel left government service in 1895 to pragtigeately as a mining engineer. His essay
‘The Interior Gold Regions of Western Australia’ svaublished in W. B. Kimberly'slistory

of West Australig1897). His pioneer work was a substantial eadgtgbution to Western
Australia’s developing mining wealth.

18



Gosztola, Béla
(1909-1988)

Béla Gosztola was born on 17 April 1909 in Hungavigen
the country was part of the dual monarchy of thestAus
Hungarian Empire, in the town of Felszopor, Sopounty,
in the North-West near the Austrian border. He gugamn
the city of Sopron and completed his secondary achrc at
the Lutheran college there. Continuing his studieshe
Budapest Pazmany Péter University’s Faculty of Mead
Science, he obtained his medical degree in 1935.

To obtain hospital experience in his years as naédtadent,
he served in the military sanatorium at Budakeszar
Budapest, where he spent another seven monthsviiogo
graduation. He then worked in the surgery departrokthe
Erzsébet Korhaz (Elizabeth Hospital) of Sopron ssstant
surgeon, occasionally carrying out surgical opersti
alone. At the Budai Irgalmasrendi Korhaz (Budaesy-
clinic), he was preparing for the examinations legdo Béla Gosztolan.d.
Specialist in Women’s Health when he was called for photo supplied by family
military service in the Army’s Medical Corps.

At the outbreak of WWII, USSR forces attemptedreade Finland after the Finns rejected
their territorial demands. Hungary, in solidarityttwtheir Finnish ethnic cousins, had sent a
military combat company to Finland, consisting ofunteer officers and soldiers. Gosztola
was one of the unit’s officer-surgeons, and lagzreived high recognition with his Finnish
“Order of the White Star”. From 1942 to the endVdWII he served as lieutenant medical
officer in the Hungarian Army, receiving the NatbrDefence Cross as well as numerous
citations and decorations for high diligence ankdbwa

Following the establishment of the communist regimeHungary after the war, Gosztola
arranged to migrate to Australia in 1949. From Aashe made his way to Naples to board
the migrant ship that brought him to Australia. ed officially a ‘Displaced Person’, he
arrived in Australia, and was sent to the Bonegiligrant hostel/refugee camp. He worked in
the G. M. Holden’s car assembly plant in Melboufoeseveral years, as an assembly line
worker, whilst trying to master the English langeap that he could pursue a professional
career.

In 1952 he married Livia lllés; their son, Paul,swlaorn a year later. As his Hungarian

medical qualifications were not recognised by thedital registration board, Gosztola

decided to follow a medical career in Papua-Newn€@ai— then administered as an external
territory of Australia — where there was a sevdtertage of medical professionals. His

application, in 1957, for a position in the Depatrhof Public Health was accepted and he
served his first two years in Buin, Bougainvilléalsd. The doctor quickly earned the respect
and trust of the region’s mainly tribal people. He,turn, appreciated their customs and
lifestyle in close communion with the environment.

The acute need for medical service, coupled wishvbrational calling, saw Gosztola serving
in Manus Island, Lerengau, The Trobriands, Sakadifar many years in Kandria, Solomon

Islands, where a large district hospital had beeiit.bDespite endemic shortages and
difficulties, and at times as acting chief surgeloa,performed onerous surgeries of all kinds
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and often sat through nights with patients whemléemed his presence necessary. He had at
his disposal at all times, a Land Rover, a motarbaigh native drivers, a row boat, and
carriers as needed, depending on the nature o fwalimedical help from villages, some of
them remote and scattered far and wide in ruggézhru@ landscapes.

Wearing his District Medical Officer's hat, a khakbpical outfit and enclosed sandals,
Gosztola frequently set off with his helpers ontftmtrail blaze through endless bogs, cross
wild rivers balancing on wobbly single rope footiyes, or traverse long craggy terrain to
deliver urgently needed help. His professionaiatatequired an ability to cope with physical
endurance demands. He had the right predisposatahwas well fitted for the job. When
passing through religious mission areas he wadetteas a most welcomed guest and
accommodated like a prince. Evenings were spegtsissng issues of the day in bonhomie
before he retreated under mosquito netting foraedtsleep.

His isolation from the world at large was occasliyndoroken by visiting field study
researchers and newly arrived government officersvhom he always extended a warm
welcome, hospitality and guidance. When statiomeManus Island he met and became part
of the close circle of friends of the world famarghropologist, Margaret Meade, who, on a
few occasions, sought Gosztola’s help, medicakloeravise. The Nippon Television Network
of Japan also thanked him for his generosity iroacnodating their visiting team and for his
help in making the TV report, “Bougainville TodayWwhich introduced to the public
Gosztola’s work, family life and Bougainville Isldn

Dr. Gosztola was highly regarded by the departmesish he dealt with in the Territorial
Administration. In 1968 the Papua-New Guinea Mddisasociation and the registration
board recognized his Hungarian medical qualificetioAfter fifteen years serving the people
of Papua New Guinea, he retired in 1972. He moweildelaide where he enjoyed his golden
years among family and fellow countrymen, dying¢he 1988.
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Herendi, Janos (John)
(1925-2011)

Son of a machine toolmaker, Janos (John) Herendilwaan in the historic city of Eger, in

Northern Hungary, in 1925. After completing his@edary schooling at the Roman Catholic
Cistercian college, he studied Philosophy and Huteanat the Péter Pazmany University of
Budapest. He counted himself fortunate and prieitego witness excavations under
archeologist Dr. Vidor Pataki around the famougjonal heritage Castle of Eger, which
unearthed objects of enormous museological sigmiie. At the outbreak of WW Il he quit
his studies and fled with his family to Austria.

Proficient in German, Herendi attended classelseaFaculty of Medicine in Graz for two and
a half years. In 1947, seeking a secure and iotalidly rewarding career, he moved to
England where he worked as a brickworks hand. Bosylater he returned to Austria to rejoin
his parents and his sister. They decided to migoafastralia.

The family arrived in Adelaide where they settledai foreign but welcoming surrounding.
Lacking proficiency in English, John, again, hadctmtend with menial work, working as
fettler for the railways for eleven years. In 1982 married Martha Gaszner, a compatriot; they
had two sons, John and Erik. Studying at nighplitained his BA degree at the University of
Adelaide in 1966. Afterwards he taught Social StadiGeneral Science, German, Hungarian
Studies and Multicultural Studies at high schoaislunis retirement in 1985. He also helped
establish Hungarian as a matriculation subjectoutl® Australia.

Herendi played a major role in welcoming, and hedpiellow Hungarian refugees settle in

Australia. President of the Council of Hungariarsé@ations in South Australia (1973-1988)
and the Federal Council of the Hungarian Assoaiatio Australia and New Zealand (1975-
1977), he ardently supported the work of the Goetyhbour Council, welcoming migrants

from Europe, and the Captive Nations Associatidmctvincluded representatives from various
ethnic organisations who aimed to bring public amass of the tyranny and oppression
suffered in Communist-dominated European coun(ii653-1989).

In 1966 Herendi joined the Hungarian Scouts in Al as secretary, and was a scoutmaster
from 1970 to 1978. In 1959 he helped to estabksid taught at, the Hungarian Language
School to keep the Hungarian culture alive amotigstyounger generation. From 1985 he
was principal of the school’'s successor, The Huaga€Community School, and, with his
wife, Martha Herendi, taught Hungarian to youngstentil their retirement in 2001.

Herendi was well known throughout Australia for sy role in the success of four
Hungarian Cultural Conventions held in Adelaide78%3rd), 1988 (7th), 1997 (10th ), 2003
(12th), which celebrated Hungarian cultural heetélgrough concerts, exhibitions, talks and
lectures, balls, folk dance shows, etc.

With the steadfast help of his loving wife Martld@hn worked tirelessly in running, editing
and publishing a Hungarian monthly periodicatielaidei Magyar Ertesst the Hungarian
Bulletin of Adelaidefor 25 years. He was always ready to undertakeyaole in organising
and promoting the occasional ethnic folk art exiobi, food tasting carnival, etc. alongside
his many other commitments. In retrospect, the nmogiortant roles among the countless
voluntary tasks he undertook in life, that broulgim fulfilment, were teaching and promoting
Hungarian culture in multicultural Australia — msich loved, adopted homeland.
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Herendi was a well known organiser and charity fuamder, and a regular collector for the
Red Cross. Under his direction, the scouts rai@89@ for the victims of Cyclone Tracy, the
Premier’'s Bushfire Appeals, and the “Help PolandgeLliappeal. In 2006 he was awarded the
Medal of the Order of Australia, for “service taethlungarian community of South Australia
through cultural, social welfare and educationaivées, and to the promotion of multicultu-
ralism”. He led a very active life as a well lovadd highly respected leader of the Hungarian
community. An altruistic educator, humble family maand outstanding Hungarian-
Australian, John Herendi passed away in Adelaidd smgust 2011, aged 86.
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Horvath, Alfred
(1924-2000)

Alfred Horvath, forester, technical draftsman aoddworks
engineer/contractor was born in Moson near the rfarst
border in North-East Hungary. After completing h
secondary education in Mosonmagyarévar, he attetiie@®
Royal Hungarian Jozsef Nador University in Soprgrma-
duating in 1950 as a forester/engineer in silvigelt A few
months later he married Emma Dollmayer and the leod®
left Hungary for Austria where they spent seven thems §
refugees, awaiting re-settlement under the catbeobnited
Nation’s International Refugee Organisation (IRO).

In November 1951 they landed in Adelaide. Sponspr
by the Australian government being conditional arking
at a designated, paid job for two years, Horvathrked
hard in assignments foreign to his qualificationst
compatible with his field of engineering competenkke ]
proved himself to be versatile and industrious,kivay in a Alfred Horvath n.d.
government utility office on calculations-basedfticesign photo supplied by fami

for excavations necessary for the laying of poweed in

Gawler, close to the Barossa Valley. He later dwettjobs and installed electricity power
meters to Adelaide homes. For a short period he alss employed in a furniture factory
whilst looking for fulltime, satisfying professionamployment. He then worked, sometimes
seven days a week, in a surveyor’s office in AdiElawhere his exacting work entailed
calculations to set out future road networks inoadance with cadastral and survey
requirements in town and urban planning. Drawingcfft plans and topographic maps, he
then supervised the earthworks operations necessargrry out various projects like golf
courses, private dams, elevated roads, etc.

With a combination of skills, many years of acgdiexperience, expertise and self-confidence,
in 1976 Alfred embarked on a new career as a lacgée earthmoving contractor. His first

major earthworks subcontract was renewing, to negigth standards, the badly eroded 560
kms long Adelaide-Alice Springs railway line. Hisrapany carried out the fundamental

works before the re-laying of tracks could start1978, near Adelaide, he directed the setting
up of approach roads to a main public road andctmstruction of two suspension bridges.

These operations, and the project’s success, brairghrecognition among his peers and the
public works authority. Later on, his successfuldiers took him into the remote outback,

involving him in road design and construction i thanami and Simpson Deserts and the
Moomba gasfields.

Among many professional achievements, Horvath’spaomg is credited with carrying out the

extensive drainage works project in Adelaide’s Mafiville race course. At 65 he decided to
semi-retire, and work as a consultant for half g, dafew days a week. He was enthralled
when, unexpectedly in 2000, he received from hmsaaiater university in Sopron, their rare
award, the “Golden Diploma”, in recognition of lid@g industrious and versatile application
of his engineering skill.
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The Horvaths had two sons, Alfred and Robert, lmftivhom are surveyors. In retirement
Alfred devoted his free time to support the locaingarian community in Adelaide. He was
an active member of the Hungarian Scouts suppouapgand a volunteer worker in their
summer camps. He was also a good organizer of Hiamgsocials and balls. A life-member
of the Hungarian Club of South Australia, he serteelessly to bring the community
together. He also helped to establish the RomahadGatBlackfriars School in Prospect,
Adelaide. Intrepid and selfless, Alfred Horvath e away in December 2000, aged 76.

24



Kozma, Elemér
(1929-2003)

Elemér Kozma, master instrument & toolmaker, marg:
facturer, industrialist, and founder of Kozma Inulies
in Bayswater, Victoria, was born in Csikszeredaiera
Transylvania’s pure ethnic Hungarian region of Romaa
Renamed Miercurea after World War I, the townst
lies in the midst of idyllic alpine, forested coont
Kozma’'s master tradesman toolmaker father, A
Kozma, had his own machining and die-toolmaki
business whilst his mother took care of the thirelelien:
Béla, Elemér and Klara. The family was devastate
1941 when Aron died aged 41. It was suspected he
have been poisoned due to his leftwing politicsivaes.

When Elemer graduated from middle school in 1944,
fled to Budapest with his sister, mother, uncle andt.
His mother, Klara, worked at a patisserie while
enrolled in high school (the Berzsenyi Gimnaziufijat
year Budapest turned into a war torn city in ruirthe
result of Nazi German occupation and Allied bombing Elemér Kozman.d.

All formal education came to a halt. Heeding hislats photo supplied by fami

advice, Elemér took an apprenticeship in the toklntga

trade. His first employers were Sved & Tsa, finstimment makers. Afterwards, as a
gualified tradesman toolmaker, he joined Medicorksauntil the outbreak of the Hungarian
Revolution in October 1956. Elemér was a star wkiger since childhood and when his club
Bp., Honvéd, asked him to join a forthcoming sknputraining camp in Poland, he decided to
go but changed his mind when two close friendspiplay to escape to the West, persuaded
him to join them. The three friends crossed thetdars border on 6 January 1957 to become
Hungarian refugees under UN protection.

Living at the refugee camp in Linz for a year, E&rwas able to work in his trade outside the
camp. He applied to settle in Switzerland but whehsuccessful he opted for Australia. He
arrived by boat on 15 January 1958.

By the end of his first week at the Bonegilla migr&aamp, Elemer had found a job in
Melbourne, in his trade, at the American-owned Esog agricultural machinery company.
Later, he took up the offer, made by a chalet ratéliend in the Victorian Alps, to become a
full time, live-in ski instructor. He also took pan the ski jumping nationals, winning the
bronze medal. He maintained that had he not beekethaown by the referees, who were
unacquainted with modern techniques, he would lsaweed enough points to come first and
win the gold medal.

After two years he left the snowfields to return Ntelbourne and his trade. He married
Eleanore, an Australian woman, in 1960. A yearrl&t set up his own company. At the
beginning, he was given a corner in his fatherain’$ shoe heel fabrication workshop where
he worked tirelessly, saving hard to later investathes and production machinery. He then
became his own sales representative, going fronpaagnto company showing samples of
gadgets and contraptions, to promote his work.rLate when he owned a full set of metal
press machinery, he realised that it was bettandass produce and deal with the big-time
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players. From 1969 he began supplying General Motath car parts and components,
developing further his business which was now dpegaunder the name of Kozma
Engineering Pty Ltd.

1975 saw the arrival of Toyota in Australia andride’s company began to supply seats, seat
adjusters and recliners, head restraints, etc.edlsas car parts to their local assembly plant.
Because the plant had no large storage facilitysupplied the materiel required regularly, at
pre-set times, in keeping with mass assembly aadptbduction of Toyota cars. Working
very long hours to deliver his quality products time, Kozma Engineering earned the
satisfaction and respect of the Japanese companyisided Japan several times on business
to study their technology and methods. His manufagy company changed its name to
Kozma Industries to reflect its expanding operatiohhe big expansion occurred in 1985
when, having outgrown the site of their productfacilities, Elemer purchased a suitable
large tract of land at Bayswater, outside of Melibey investing all his savings in the new
venture. A steady and methodic construction ofptfla@ned buildings followed. In those days
he devoted 16 hours daily to ensure that his projeterialised. The spectacular growth of
the company was helped by the employment of higklijed and qualified staff headed by
the Managing Director, Charles Ellul, who, as eegmwith 30 years experience, greatly
contributed with his specialist knowledge, and iates designed machine tools that were
necessary for the success of contract operatiooamid Industries now occupies five sites in
Bayswater, totalling 10,0003nand comprising four principal manufacturing piand a tool
manufacturing plant. It employs over 100 workersl gamoduces a wide range of items,
particularly for car assembly plants.

Three of his four children, Andrew, Tim and Felgiare associated with the company. His
other son, Martin, nowadays works for himself. Afidemer handed over the reins, when a
friend asked about his new project, he quipped thige talked to St. Peter, He is waiting for
me. My heart won’t allow me to stay!” The tenacicashiever, the happy natured man,
Elemer Kozma, departed on 14 November, 2003 wahbestantial corporate legacy.
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Kunz, Egon Francis (Frank)
(1922-1997)

Egon Francis (Frank) Kunz was born on 11 March 1¢
into a prominent Budapest merchant family. Two dev
tating events marred his childhood: his parentuie
and the collapse of the family business, J6zsefzK&in
Company.

Kunz completed his secondary studies in 1940. C
scripted into the Hungarian army in 1943, he selived
the relative tranquillity of a radar station. Aftdre war
he commenced tertiary studies at the University
Budapest. His university years were marked by igalit
turmoil and he was active in anti-communist studk
organisations. By the time he graduated in 194&) wi
doctorate in literature and history, the Commumiatty
had seized control of the government. Three we#ks ¢
graduating, like many Hungarians of a middle cle
background, he fled his homeland.

As a refugee he was housed in an International deefu Frank Kunzn.d.
Organisation camp in Linz. He opted for Austrakahis photo supplied by fami
resettlement location to be as far away from Eurame

its chaos as possible, and became one of the X¥@Mi€placed Persons’ (DPs) from war-
ravaged Europe, who were transformed into ‘New rlisins’.

Kunz arrived in Australia in July 1949 aboard th& Mavy supply shigseneral Stewart
disembarking in Adelaide. Like nearly all DPs, bisalifications were ignored and he spent
his obligatory two-year labour service in varioadg in Adelaide and Sydney. In 1951 he
obtained a position as library assistant in thechgtl Library, part of the State Library of
New South Wales and went on to complete the diplomase in librarianship at the Uni-
versity of Sydney in 1954. His vision, organisatenmd determination impressed his superiors
and he progressed to the position of Senior LibrarHe was entrusted with custodianship of
some of Australia’s greatest early treasures —igueccolonial maps, paintings, manuscripts
and the personal items of explorers. He introdgyestiematic reform, starting with his much-
loved Maps and Manuscripts section and became itlsé person to lecture on map
librarianship.

In 1953 he had married Elsie Thompson, a fellowalifan who, over the decades to come,
was his silent partner in authorship — typing ar@bfireading his diverse range of works. She
gave birth to twins Peter and Christopher in 198Bile their son, Stephen, arrived a year
later.

Egon displayed his expansive general knowledge raadtery of English by becoming a
champion on Bob and Dolly Dyer’'s ‘BP Pick A Box’,pmpular TV Quiz show, where he
won for his young family a washing machine, fridged other items, only to be eventually
eliminated when he failed to answer a question tlaguerson he later described as a “total
non-entity”.
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His literary career was launched in 1953 when hatevthe introductory page to the English
version of the Hungarian drama classic The Tragddygan. In 1955 he translatétlingarian
Poetryin a book of the same name and in 1959 whreAnnotated Bibliography of the
Languages of the Gilbert Islands and Ellice Islaadsl Nauru.

For some years he had pursued a personal intereshaarthing the story of Hungarian
migration to Australia. This research bourgeonéd ims thesis for a Master of Arts (honours)
from Sydney University. By the time it was publidhén 1969 asBlood and Gold:
Hungarians in Australia Egon had accepted a position as Senior Reseaibbwiin the
Department of Demography at the Australian Natidsailversity in Canberra. It was there he
commenced his major research, a detailed surveyseamolarly analysis of the background,
motivation, education, hopes and varying levelsadfievement of thousands from the DP
ships that crossed the world to a new home. Thidnteark work, entitledisplaced Persons:
Calwell's New Australiansvas not published until 1988, twenty years afisrresearch had
begun.

In the years between, he co-authored with EAsi€ontinent Takes Shap#971) — a ‘coffee
table’ book that detailed the discovery and expgiloraof Australia through maps — and
demonstrated their love of cartography as a medarrdisplaying a country’s evolution.

Another by-product of his DP research wasuders: Refugee Doctors in Austral{a975)
that exposed the treatment of European doctorssargkons, whose qualifications were not
recognised in Australia despite shortages of decfbhis work had a significant affect on the
attitudes towards the recognition of foreign quedifions.

Kunz’s Kinetic Theory of the Refugee in Fligft973), a theory on the factors forming
refugee movements, brought him broad internatioeebgnition. He lectured widely as an
acknowledged expert on the refugee and migrantrestpe generally.

The Hungarians in Australi@l985), expanded on his original 1969 work. Heteooth the
Hungarian and Post War Non-British Migration seasidor the 1988 Australian bicentennial
publicationThe Australian People

By then he had moved on to head and reorganisiébtiey at the then Institute of Aboriginal
Studies, further broadening his understanding ef‘tluilding blocks’ that made up modern
Australia.

As a social researcher, historian, demographegridn and author, Kunz’'s endeavours were
recognised worldwide. He retired in 1984 leavinyibd a career in diverse but complemen-
tary disciplines.

His passion was not confined to intellectual aterdiry pursuits. He was a life-long football
fan, who was instrumental in the founding of Sydesdyosman Junior Soccer Club in 1967,
and Canberra’s Hughes-Garran in 1969.

A few weeks before his death from cancer on 19 1087, Egon received one of Hungary's
highest honours, the Medal of Merit Cross, for idgiished service to Hungarian-

Australians, particularly in the fields of scholaresearch and the publication of Hungarian
immigrant history.

A tribute to Egon, including an old interview, sesent interviews with his sons, and family
home movies, was shown on Hungarian televisiorOiv2

Dr Egon Francis Kunz made an integral contributmibbridging the gaps in our appreciation
of the migrant experience.
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Lakatos, Geza
(1890-1967)

Géza (Geza) Lakatos (1890-1967), General in

Hungarian Army and Prime Minister of Hungar
graduated as a second-lieutenant officer from Ludo
Academy, the Military College of Hungary in Budape
in 1910. He served as army infantry officer of t
Austro-Hungarian Empire in various posts until 19
when he was accepted as a student at the War Agad
in Vienna. His studies were interrupted by the oedk

of WWI and he was sent to the Russian front. Fr
December 1915 to November 1916 he served as
officer to a Brigadier, a division commander. Bedwe
1917 and 1918 he saw active service on the Itéicant.

In May 1919, whilst the Hungarian army was largdiy Y
armed, a Soviet-style Bolshevik-Communist insurogct \ A (7}
and revolutionary putsch saw Hungarian Communio.™ e 2
take control of the national government for 133sdat Geza Lakatos.d.
the time Geza was in charge of military headqusuiter photo supplied by family

Godollb. He later joined the Nationalists under the
elected leader, Admiral Horthy.

After graduating from the War Academy in Budapesi921 Geza became a lecturer at the
academy. From 1923 he was in charge of communitatand intelligence. In 1925 he
received the title of “Vitéz” (hero of the natioahd in 1928 was military attaché to Prague.
He was promoted to Chief of Personnel in the Huagairmy in 1935 and became a “3 star”
General (Altdbornagy) in 1939. Two years later l@s @ppointed an Army Corps Commander
and in 1943 was promoted to the ultimate echelothénmilitary: that of a “4 star” General
(Colonel-General), Chief of the Defence Staff ofiagaout of Kiev, Ukraine.

Two months after the Nazi invasion-occupation ohglary, Geza resigned from the military
and had an audience with the tolerated and nedgat of State, Admiral Horthy, who told
him that: “— after your well earned leave in theictyy, | will invite you back to Budapest to
serve the nation, appointing you Prime Ministerakhatos reluctantly accepted the Prime
Ministership but took up the challenge and triedassemble a government formed by a
majority of anti-Nazi ministers.

Whilst in power his military government stopped tleportation of the Hungarian Jews and,
with Interior Minister Béla Horvath, ordered Hunigar gendarmes to use deadly force against
any deportation effort. A man of honour, he alsmpened peace talks with the Allies in a last
ditch effort to save his nation. His attempts fitend he was arrested and kept captive by the
Germans from 2 January 1945.

After the war he was subjected to harsh investgatiby Soviet forces and endless People’s
Tribunal hearings where his account as witness seaght. He was finally released from
detention in January 1946. In 1949 the communishgdtian government withdrew his
military pension and seized his property forcingnho return to Budapest where he made a
living illustrating books and handpainting silk soes.
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In 1965 the Hungarian government permitted Laka&bomin his daughter in Adelaide as a
sponsored migrant. She had been living in the c¢gwihce 1957. Afterwards he wrote his
memoirs, detailing in particular his earnest dipdticrpolitical attempts during his Prime
Ministership to ensure Hungary’'s neutrality, sovgméy and independence and also to steer
clear the country out of a collision course betw&zi Germany and Soviet Russia. His
book As | Saw It: The Tragedy of Hungawas published in 1981 and released in West
Germany and the United States of America. In 196RBowing the universal collapse of
communism, the book was published in Hungary.

Geza Lakatos was the last constitutional Prime $f@miof the Royal Kingdom of Hungary;
serving from 29 August 1944 to 15 October 1944. filna years of this national hero, were
spent among his loving family and fellow countrymentil his quiet and peaceful passing
away in Adelaide on 24 May 1967.
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Léderer, Andras
(1918-2004)

Andras Léderer (Andrew Lederer) was born and grpw
in Poroszlo, Central-East Hungary, where his fatl
owned vast property, including an abattoir, and w
involved in horse trading. Andrew had a conseneat
upbringing. With the outbreak of WWII he was drdifte
into the cavalry and saw action in Russia, at @ifdof
River Don’s great river bend area, where the Huagal
2nd Army was holding the Southern flank of the Ne
German grand army prior to their fall in Stalingra
Lederer was the sole survivor of his 230-strong. uni

The post-war Soviet occupation of Hungary saw I
Lederer family lose all of its businesses. Follagvihe

collapse of the Hungarian Revolution in 1956, Leder
and his wife Agnes, defected to Austria and beca
refugees under the care of the United Natiol
International Refugee Organisation. In 1957 thetedp

e . Andras Lédergm.d.
for a new life in Australia. photo supplied by family

It was, at first, a hard life. The couple had nerfds and

had to get used to a new culture and language. rifeNess, Lederer aimed for success.
Falling back on his butcher’s trade, he was opagatis own butcher shop within 10 months.
At the beginning he worked on his own, cutting wrcasses of slaughtered animals to
prepare special meat cuts, sausages, smoked hasalana for sale to other butcher shops.
The distinct flavour of his cured and smoked dédissen products, such as hams and
Hungarian salamis, and the wide use of traditi@udhentic recipes with paprika seasoning,
became very popular. He enjoyed business succéstsvely early, but in a steady and
measured way. His success was also due to hisaletisuse the latest high tech production
facilities, to cater for the ethnic taste, and torpote his novelty items of tasty continental
smallgoods among adventurous and connoisseur AassaHe employed skilled ethnics:
Spaniards for his Spanish hams, Italians for lakalh range salamis and manufactured meat,
and Germans, Austrians and Hungarians for his apankfurts and continental sausages.

Lederer gradually began buying butcher shops irates and the neighbouring suburbs. His
brand name “Primo”, meaning “quality”, was launched 985. At the time the company had
38 employees and a meat manufacturing facility iomdbush, Sydney, and was soon
Australia’s largest meat and smallgoods manufawgufirm, supplying (for decades) Coles
Supermarkets chains with special meat cuts, debsan items, pork, bacon, sausages, salami,
etc. One big coup his company made was the sal&1fa0 million, of its land at Homebush
Abattoirs for the 2000 Sydney Olympics. He bougist first luxury car, a black Mercedes
Benz limousine. Always a humble man, he kept apsiog for the extravagant purchase by
saying it was important, as the head of a giarpa@tion, to arrive properly to meetings.

Lederer was knowledgeable in all matters concerfingses and equine sport. Saturday
afternoons were spent horse riding followed by a@ing with close friends around a card
table. For his outstanding help to Australian spartwas awarded the Medal of the Order of
Australia (OAM) in 1985.
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Lederer passed away on 21 April 2004. The gratdfuigarian-Australian ex-migrant was a
diligent worker, an astute businessman and a wigeegeneur who never overextended
himself with high risk investment venture. Currgntiis legacy, the giant Australian meat
processor, Primo Smallgoods, is in its 36th yeaspmration, has in excess of 2000 employees
and is majority owned and run by Andrew Ledereeptrew, Paul Lederer, who follows his
uncle’s successful footsteps catering for an eeenahding market.
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Leviny, Erné
(1818-1905)

Erné (Ernest) Leviny was born at Szepes-Szombat (
Spisska Sobota of Slovakia) near the Tatra Moust&in
1818. He was ethnic Hungarian but a citizen of
Austrian Empire which then ruled Slovakia. To imygo;
his skill as a silversmith he went to Paris in tealy
1840s. In October 1846 he settled in London, opgeai
silversmith and jewellery business with a partner.

Although he lived in England while the Hungarianr
for independence from Austria raged in 1948-49,
heart was with his compatriot revolutionaries. Aftee =
collapse of the revolutionary war and capitulatic
Hungarian exiles began to arrive in London. Levirgh &
already an established and well-to-do businessihee t
befriended them.

In 1853 he sailed to Australia, bringing with hinachi-
nery for gold digging, as well as four hired labenst
The men, however, defected when the ship reac
Adelaide, and Leviny continued his journey to Melbwe Ernest Levinyby W. B. Latimer, c1897

on his own. It appears that he went almost straight State Library of Victoria, H83.152/1
Castlemaine where he began working, often with the

help of hired men, on the goldfields. He was susftksind was able to combine mining with
his silver and goldsmithing work as well as hisgdery and watchmaking business. He lived
in Castlemaine until his death in 1905 at the dgaghty-seven. During his half century there
he completed many outstanding pieces of artistid god silver work and won numerous
distinctions and medals in various colonial exiniois as well as at the London International
Exhibition of 1862.

Leviny easily gathered friends and admirers. He deicstandards of excellence in his craft to
the extent that some pieces of his silverwork aid by the National Gallery of Victoria. An
elegant mansion built over a good location houss wa home at 42 Hunter Street, Castle-
maine. It has a wide courtyard reminiscent of oldhglarian country houses and sports not
only the typically green Hungarian shutters onwtadows, but a wistful name on the gate:
“Buda”. This mansion is now heritage listed undexr tare of the National Trust of Australia.
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Mattay, Andras Ivan (Andrew)
(1941-2004)

Andras (Andrew) lvan Mattay was born in Budapes tdungarian father and British mother.
The family arrived in Australia in 1950. Followitgs high school education at St. Virgil’s in
Hobart he joined the Australian Army in 1960. Heved with distinction in Borneo,
Malaysia (1963-65) and Vietnam (1970-71).

He continued his postgraduate military war stu@diethe Royal Military College of Canada.
In 1983 he was promoted to the rank of Colonehim Australian Army and was the senior
officer with the multinational force in the MiddEast in Sinai in 1985-86, returning to serve
two years as operational colonel, Land Command &igaders in Sydney. He was appointed
Army Training Director and served in that capatigtween 1988-90.

In 1990 Colonel Mattay took command of the Tasmamigion as Army Commanding
Officer, and in 1996 retired to Hobart with his iMelegueta. His retirement years were
devoted to military journalism and photography. WNsting his spirit, and keeping his sense
of humour to the end, the popular hero passed aivage 63, of an incurable disease.

His funeral service was held with full military haurs at St Mary’s Cathedral, Hobart, on 3
July 2004. His qualities including specialist knedde, were: courage, determination,
resourcefulness and concern for others in all dspafchis life. Family, service personnel,
friends and dignitaries, including the then ChieDefence Forces, General Peter Cosgrove,
attended the final farewell of the soldier’s sotdie

The Hungarian origin migrant child grew up to beeoantop achiever in life in the military
and shone in intellect and left an indelible marlsérvice to Australia as a proud Australian.
Hungarian-Australians, who knew of him, claimedhaggual pride that he was one of them.
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Molnar, George
(1910-1998)

George Molnar (Gyodrgy Molnar) was born in Nagyvarddngary (Romanian city of Oradea
since WWII ) on 25 April 1910 and came to Austrama sponsored migrant in 1939 with a
B. Arch. (Budapest) to begin work as a governmectiitect in Canberra.

In 1945 he took up a lectureship at the UniversitySydney and also began contributing
cartoons to theDaily Telegraph His talents were recognized by the oppositionlydai

newspaper, Th8ydney Morning Heralevhich employed him from 1952 to 1984. His sharp,
satirical and thought provoking, black & white fiiee drawings more than just entertained
readers three times a week. Considered irrefutabdpnservative European in attitude and
disposition, he frequently criticized irrationaétids and social mores through his incisively
executed art form.

As professor of architecture at Sydney and NSWeamities, he alerted the establishment and
the public to the high cost of the 1960s and ‘76somtrolled building development boom

causing the destruction of many Victorian & Geongibuildings in Sydney. He was a

passionate advocate of modern architecture butllgqdadicated to the preservation of

heritage assets and to modern urban developmentvisasustainable, soulful and allowed

for humane dimensions. Unfortunately more than b&lSydney’s heritage buildings were

lost before the Heritage Act (1977) and EnvironraeRlanning & Assessment Act (1979)

were introduced.

Molnar was fluent in Hungarian, French, German Endlish and was a fount of Latin adages
which were delivered with aplomb when opportunee Tdrchitect-professor, cartoonist-
commentator, master water-colourist, writer (Stgfugnd social analyst was awarded the
OBE in 1971 and the AO in 1988 for his unique ciboition to Australian society. Australian
newspapers responded to his death with substantieles, praising his abilities as “the finest
newspaper cartoonist of his generatidithe Australian)and his personal qualities as “a
cultured man whose wit was as elegant as higang Age)
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Nyulasy, Charles
(1825-1903)

Charles (Karoly) Nyulasy was twenty-one years of,aghen he joined the noble band of
patriots who took up arms against the Austrian Eeng the bloody war for Hungarian
independence of 1848-49. As a nobleman himsel§doeeéficed his property and possessions
in the struggle for freedom of the Fatherland. With collapse of the Revolution, Lieutenant
Nyulasy fled to Transylvania and spent a periodParis before moving to London before
sailing to Australia in 1853. From Melbourne he tveém the Bendigo diggings but, being
unsuccessful, returned to Melbourne and organisédpaid the expenses of a party to go to
Creswick’s Creek, where he developed the famousd Hdl gold mine.

After several other mining ventures in Maryboroubk, went, in 1856, to Sebastopol Hill
where he became interested in the 12 Apostles clainthis time there had been many
accidents during blasting operations, and Nyulapplying his military knowledge to the
subject, invented an original “safe and quick” noethof blasting in water in the rock at
Sebastopol Hill. The invention created great exaést in the mining community with five
thousand miners assembled to witness the firstrexpat in the “Newcastle-men’s” claim.
The trial was a resounding success for Nyulasyer_ae was elected a member of the first
local court in Ararat, and drew up mining regulagdor the district.

In 1858, in Ballarat, Nyulasy married Sarah Browaéwenty-three-year-old immigrant from
Ireland. They moved around quite a bit: in InvegdgrNew Zealand, Nyulasy became the
owner of an hotel, while in Cooktown, Queenslandwas a wine and spirit merchant. To
give their children a better education the famihafly settled in Fitzroy, Melbourne where,
during the 1880s, Nyulasy owned a draper’s shop.

The Nyulasy’s placed great emphasis on the educatiotheir children. Charles William
became a surveyor and warden of the Pilbara Gaddfaying on the goldfield in 1889.
Francis Armand, known as Dr. Frank Nyulasy, gragdidtom Melbourne University and
became a well known medical man and a correspordé¢né Hungarian Medical Association.
He wrote prolificly on subjects connected with @bsts, especially puerperal fever, and was
a fellow of the Royal Society of Medicine. Dr. AuthNyulasy, was a Surgeon Captain with
the West Australian Army Medical Corps of the Conmwealth Contingent during the Boer
War, and received the Queen’s Medal with Clasps. tidio daughters also graduated from
Melbourne University.

Though living at times far away from each othee thyulasys were a close knit family,
rallying round their father and pleasing him mdnart once by arranging for the saga of his
patriotic struggle and goldfield exploits. Membe@rfsthe family made scientific or medical
endowments in memory of their parents and decelasgtiers, and perpetuated the name of
Nyulasy in the hospital, university and medical af Melbourne.
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Orban, Desiderius (Dez§)
(1884-1986)

Desiderius Orban was a renowned Hungarian-bornraliest painter, textile designer and art
teacher who started off in Australia as a humbidgnoewn artist. Born De#sOrban in Gyr,
Hungary in 1884, in keeping with family expectatifiee was from a long line of public
servants) he graduated from Péter Pazmany UniyarsiBudapest in philosophy, physics
and mathematics. His real passion, though, waslartvas at times tutored by Janos Pentelei-
Molnar but, overall, became mainly a self taughtsarmpainter. In 1905, he commenced
compulsory military service with the Austro-Hungariarmy.

A year later, following early success as a young) promising painter in Budapest, he moved
to Paris where he studied briefly at the Académaleed but after two short weeks gave it up,
finding it irreconcilable with his concept of attts development. He acquired a studio and
became a regular member of a close knit circle ell Wnown artists that included Henri
Matisse and Pablo Picasso. Their philosophical @xgl and collaborative exploration of
perception and pictorial representation later teslin analytic Cubism. No doubt under their
esoteric influence, his individual style developex Postimpressionist inspired with distinct
flat primary colours seeking decorative effect amdscape, still life and compositions of
religious nature.

In 1909 Orban founded a group of artists known asekk (The Seekers), bringing
cotemporary painting to Hungary. In 1912-13 he wagain called up for military service in
the Balkan War. In 1915 he married Alice Vajda,c&tdr serving in the Austro-Hungarian
Army. In 1931, he founded the Arts & Crafts AcademyBudapest, Atelier. In 1937 his
painting, Cathedral of Eger (1928), was seized iy Nazis from Nuremberg Museum
collection, and was never recovered.

In 1939, he fled Budapest and arrived in Austraiaa 55-year-old migrant, settling in Sydney
and enlisting in the Australian Army as a privdte1942, following his release, he worked as
a textile designer-printmaker in a Sydney factamg,aa year later, began his own Art School
and held his first solo exhibition of paintings kwithirty works, the bulk of which were
European subjects. In 1944, the Art Gallery of Npwchased one of his paintings, sealing
his formal entry, recognition and acceptance by ¢hte of the Sydney art world. An
exceptional art teacher he wrédtd.ayman’s Guide to Creative A11968),Understanding Art
(1968), andNVhat Is Art All Abou{1975).

From 1946 to 1949, Orban was President of the NS#Whdh of the Contemporary Art

Society of Australia; in 1953 he was elected Chairrof the UNESCO National Committee
of Visual Arts and from 1957 to 1967 he conductechser art schools at the University of
New England, Armidale. He was also a judge for 860 Sulman Prize. Among his
accumulated awards was the 1929 Gold Medal-Intemat Exhibition in Barcelona, the

1957 Wagga Wagga Art Prize, the 1967 Muswellbrook Pize, the 1967 & 1971 Blake

Prize for Religious Art and the 1971 Wollongong Rrize. In 1974 he won the International
Co-operation Art Award and in 1975 was honouredhwhie OBE for his services to the arts.
In 1982 he was awarded the Gold Medal of the Oofi¢he Hungarian Flag by the People’s
Republic of Hungary. Still painting at age 100 hasveonferred the honorific title: Doctor of
Letters (in Art) by the University of New England 1984.
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Orban’s work is represented in the collectionshaf Hungarian National Gallery, Budapest;
the Nuremberg Museum, Germany; the Harold Mertae€tbbn, Uni. of Texas, USA; the
National Gallery of Australia, Canberra; and indlthe state art gallery of Australia, as well
as regional art galleries and in private and instihal collections.

Aged 101, Desiderius Orban died in 1986. His passirtually closed the Postimpressionist
era in the universal art world.
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Polya, Janos Béla
(1914-1992)

Dr. Janos Béla Polya (John Bela Polya), (1914-199RACI, scientist, academic, and inter-
nationally recognised authority in organic chenyistras born in 1914 in Budapest, Hungary
(Austro-Hungarian Empire) into a secular Jewishifanite was the son of Dr. JéifEugene)
Pdlya, a university professor and famous surgeatyéPGastrectomy operation), and Livia
Polya from a gifted, orthodox Jewish family. ThdyRofamily was assimilatory and secular,
changing their name to Pélya from Pollak in abd®80.and converting to Catholicism.

John Polya studied at a Catholic Piarist schoolBidapest which also had Jewish,
Presbyterian and Muslim students. He then studiednestry at the renowned Eidgendssische
Technischen Hochschule in Zurich, Switzerland, he 1930s. In 1936 he completed his
tertiary studies at the Swiss Federal Institutd @thnology in Zurich. From 1937 to 1939 he
was a Rockefeller Scholar in Organic Chemistryhat University of Manchester and the
Imperial College, London; subsequently working &oakefeller Scholar on vitamin A at the
two universities. While in England he became aguésVare of the Nazi threat to Jews. His
sister, Susie, and brother, Michael, left Hungaefoke World War 1l for America and
Australia, respectively. His father visited Ameriaad was urged by medical colleagues to
remain in the USA. Confident in his eminent profesal position, however, his father
returned to Budapest and was killed by the NaziBaeasember 1944 just prior to liberation.
John Polya’s mother and younger sister survivedHblecaust in Hungary and emigrated to
Australia after the war. The 1930s to early ‘40w ghe arrival, in Australia, of a highly
educated Hungarian elite, mainly Jewry fleeing espion by a Hungarian government
gradually compliant with Nazi Germany’s demands.

Polya arrived in Sydney from the UK in 1939. Healésd preferring Australia over Chile as a
destination for a refugee because at that timepb&esEnglish but no Spanish. He initially
worked as a chemist for Sir Edward Hallstrom (Hetk Pty. Ltd, refrigerators) (1939-
1940). He then moved to Melbourne and worked asi@ustrial chemist for the well-known
chemist, entrepreneur, wine expert and humanisaiQdendelsohn (1940-1945). His attempt
to enlist failed because his “reserve occupatio@swlieemed more necessary to the nation
then his military service. He subsequently workedthe Munitions Supply Laboratories at
Maribyrnong, Melbourne (1945-1946) (arising frons ldiscovery of the chemical basis of
premature corrosion in RAAF planes). His stellaademic career took off from 1946 when
he was appointed Lecturer in Organic ChemistrjhatWniversity of Tasmania. At the time,
he was staunchly opposed to the fluoridation oftéalis’s drinking water and publishekte
We Safe. A Layman’s Guide to Public Hedl@theshire, Melbourne 1964). In 1952 he was
awarded a Doctor of Science from the UniversityTaEmania, and in 1955 was appointed
Associate Professor of Chemistry at the university.

Polya had married Robin Barker in 1940. Their daeigfMichal) was born in 1941, Gideon
in 1944, Rosemary (1948), John (1955) and Davi@@L9All of his children obtained their
first degrees from the University of Tasmania alhgasued studies with a scientific leaning.
Michal (BSc, DipEd, mathematics teacher), GideolsdBPhD, biochemistry academic),
Rosemary (BA, BSc, DipEd, ALA, teacher, librarianjphn (BMus, mathematics and
computing teacher) and David (BSc, PhD, geologylecac).

Polya believed in the responsibility of scientistisspeak out in the public interest and in
1977-78 became the president of the Royal Australiaemical Institute, Tasmania branch.
In 1978-79, he was chairman of the Organic ChegiBirvision of the Royal Australian
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Chemical Institute. Highly regarded, respected donddly remembered by his former
chemistry and pharmacy students, he retired frarthiversity of Tasmania in 1979.

As an academic and scientist Polya was known #®\mry passionate and opinionated person
who spoke bluntly, freely, and without fear of ceqgences. He was an extraordinarily gifted,
multilingual polemist with deep interests in phdgl, science, philosophy, theology,
literature and music. He was also a great cook et a great love for Jewish culture as
reflected in gastronomy, music, humour and liteeatu

Overall, Dr. John Polya made a major contributionchemical research and chemical
education in Australia. He published over 120 satiplworks and supervised numerous
research students. With Dr Kitty Got (a Jewish Hamran refugee who arrived in Australia in
1956) he introduced the teaching of biochemistryh® Chemistry Department and notably
encouraged women scientists. He believed thatah witth from the Jewish experience was
the importance of “being different”, which he pevesl as contributing to a better and
culturally richer humanity. He died on 15 Decemb@92 in Melbourne.
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Pongrass, Alexander (Alex)
(1923-2000)

Alexander Pongrass (Sandor Pongracz) was borraimt
impoverished family on 10 November 1923 in Nyire
haza, North-East Hungary. He was the second oét
brothers in the family. Although endowed with scsbic
aptitude, his parents could not afford his schap/past
age 14. Well motivated, he then started on a t&x
apprenticeship but soon expanded his education|
studying bookkeeping at evening technical colletged
16, at the outbreak of WWII he left home and qust |
apprenticeship to work in his uncle’s newspapetritis-
tion business. He never saw his parents, who pestish
the Auschwitz death camps, again. His brother, G&o
luckily survived the forced labour camps of Dachbuw.
1944, when Hungary was under Nazi Germany occ
tion, Alex joined the Jewish underground, and mada
to obtain false identity papers to pose as a lnsticer
with the SS guards command in order to bring Huaga
Jews to the legendary Raoul Wallenberg, the Swe
diplomat who, by issuing protective Swedish pastspor
saved about 4500 Jews from death march deportati(brﬂot
and/or execution.

Alexander Pongrass.d.
o supplied by Attila Urményhazi

After the war, Alex established connections to ipfodm commercial ventures, supplying food
to a famishing Vienna. In 1947 he met his futurtewdlara. Realizing that no prosperous future
was possible for them in their homeland, they #ietbss the border to Austria in March 1949.
Under the care of the United Nations Refugee AgefiRp) they became refugees and
languished in an Austrian IRO camp for a year. ltlk@usands of other refugees, the penniless
couple, who could not speak any English, landeslyidney in 1950 after almost a month-long
journey by ship.

In Sydney, Alex earned 7 pounds per week doing esecript manual work. Always astute, he
saw great potential to prosper once his initialndsory, two year work contract with the
government expired. A big change came when hig éidegher, George, an engineer, arrived
in Australia. Combining their individual skills —léx as a businessman-trader, George as
engineer-inventor — they established an engineesioks to design and market significant
industrial innovations. In 1951 they formed a compé#hat specialised in the research and
development of pneumatically operated clamping nmashand bought a block of land at
Rosebery for their manufacturing base. Inventingl groducing the first Australian
pneumatically-operated tube bending machine, twirpany was a spectacular success.

From then on Pongrass Engineering never looked. bBo& company changed its name to
Pongrass Brothers Pty Ltd, and in 1960 added adibss division which manufactured 28ft
luxury boats and afterwards 12-17ft aluminum fighamd “runabout” pleasure craft. In 1972
the company sold 1000 boats, making it the lary&/ company in its field.

The enterprising brothers systematically expanddally up companies in industries utilizing
their novel technology such as in metal furnitune @lumbing supply. Their Rosebery-based
company continually expanded and was publicly diste 1965. By the mid-1970s they had
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plants in Auckland, Brisbane and Melbourne, empigyover 600 people. In the “mineral

boom” period of Australia (1969-1974), Alex investi@ mining exploration companies such
as Kratos Uranium and Stellar Mining and also fotinte to seriously engage in real estate
business.

Alex Pongrass greatly contributed to the Hungacammunal life in Sydney. He financially
supported many charity drives, and gave a genedounation, of the equivalent value of a
suburban house, to help the refugees arriving an8y after the failed Hungarian Revolution
of 1956.

His greatest passion in life, however, was socterl958 he took over the St George-
Budapest soccer club, then facing financial colaghsspite fielding brilliant players. In those
years the clubhouse at Hurstville (St George ijtnivas mostly patronized by Hungarian
migrants finding a venue for their week-end soziali, discussing soccer and their beloved
club’s players who were mostly ethnic Hungariarssjrathose days soccer was mainly the
sport of young immigrants playing for their own mithbased clubs. For forty years running
Alex was their irreplaceable and successful pregidi that time “his” club won every
imaginable trophy, cup, and honour, and contribw@edextraordinary number of players to
the national soccer team. The wealthy businessnaantine benefactor in the building of the
Saint George Stadium (Barton Park Stadium) whichdéotal capacity of 15,000, including
2,500 seats. It is currently the home to the Stor@e Club (changed from St George-
Budapest) which plays in the New South Wales Prelreague.

To have a break from demanding business activiN&d, soccer politics, etc. the patriarch of
soccer indulged in a hobby, that of horse breedind riding. Alex and Claire (Klara)
Pongrass had 2 sets of twins and eventually 13dghaldren. In his later years, he was able to
devote more time to his large family whom he idediz Alex received the AM (Member of
the Order of Australia) in 1988 for his contributito soccer in Australia. In recognition of his
long record of outstanding benevolence and hetghtoity, the Rotary Club, of which he was
a member, conferred upon him their highest honBuen in his last hours, Alex Pongrass
was either surfing the internet or evaluating dwalspects to benefit family members. The
unique and good man passed away on June 2000 me$ayd
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Radvansky, Baron John George
(1924-2007)

Hungarian hereditary baron, John George Radvarnm
(Baré Radvanszky Janos), was born in Radvan (Radill
Slovakia, since WWI, post-collapse of the Austrf b il #
Hungarian Empire). He was the only child of Bar¢/{f || 2
Antal Radvanszky and his second wife Wanda Gleim:
He had a privileged childhood. The family proper®
consisted of vast estates and the lifestyle allofeedch
retinue of servants: cook, butler, maids, gardemid |
coachman. Following the Treaty of Trianon, 19204 b

of the bulk of their property, the family endurestisus |

financial difficulties but managed to keep contoblan ¥
apartment block in Budapest which came in harlif if
when, later in life, John Radvansky was pursuing M i{
university studies.

He was nine years old when his father died at geecd

. S John Radvansk d.
51. This absence left a deep hole in his life. ldgen photo supplied byy:‘amny

went to primary school but instead had a privaaeher,

and an English and German speaking governess, wgaich him an excellent grounding in
those languages. He started his formal schoolinfiftatform level, attending the English
College at Sarospatak, Hungary.

The period of his senior school years was during MANd the difficult times under the Nazi
occupation of Hungary. He then went on to studthatUniversity of Budapest. During his
student days he worked for an underground anti-Neststance paper. He also briefly worked
with Raoul Wallenberg, the Swedish Ambassador whkeduhis diplomatic immunity and
privilege to get Swedish passports for HungariamsJiacing deportation and the holocaust.
Radvansky used his perfect German to enter theddetbour camps and say that a number of
workers were needed outside the compound. He walkl them into town and tell them to
scram in different directions. The role he playeasvincluded in the documentary about the
legendary saviour Raoul Wallenberg's life.

Radvansky had every reason to fear for his lifthase who had been taken before him had
been shot. He was eventually caught but savedhogts before his scheduled execution
when the Soviet Army “liberated” Hungary from th@ak. Towards the end of the war he
met his future wife, Susan, who was studying medicirhey decided that it would be wise to
leave the country. In 1949, carrying their treadyvessessions and in great fear, they crossed
the border to Austria.

Radvansky’'s Australian friend, Rhodes Fairbridgéowas a young geologist, had stayed
with John’s parents at Radyahad remembered the family very fondly and sectineth a
sponsorship/landing permit in Australia. This metldt John and Susan were migrants and
not refugees who had to work on government assigpiesl for two years. They arrived in
Perth and both enrolled at the University of Westustralia where they studied philosophy
and psychology. After their graduation, Susan wemto study librarianship and got a job at
Melbourne University. John obtained his teachin@lifjaation at Mercer House Teacher
Training College, Melbourne, and started teachimgLauriston Girls School. He also
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undertook a Masters Degree at the University oflddeine and launched himself into an
academic career. He was a much respected and lewtarer. After a few years, he
transferred to the newly created Monash Univesstigre his wife worked as a librarian.

Following marital estrangement, John moved to Tasato take up the position of head of
the inaugural “History of Ideas” course at the Tasman College of Advanced Education
(TCAE). He soon proved to be a most inspiratiomal kvely teacher. In about 1979 he was
appointed Director of that college. Problems in &vhvith competition between the TCAE
and the University for a small pool of students amdrlapping courses, especially in teacher
training, meant that, despite controversy and gteten 1981 the University absorbed some
Hobart courses. After restructuring, the TCAE wasorporated into the University of
Tasmania and Radvansky was appointed Reader inakodiidn the Faculty of Education.
Following his retirement in 1989 he taught coufeeshe University of the Third Age.

John Radvansky was a wonderful educator in thefagtlioned sense, deeply interested in
his students’ education. He could brilliantly explabstract concepts and made learning
entertaining.
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