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Imre Lévai

Global Governance and Regional Integration

A Research Note on Divergent
and Convergent Patterns of Global Evolution

In what follows | shall focus on only two major pts concerning global governance and
regional integration. The first one concerns thestance of the phenomenon circumscribed
as “globalisation” in current common parlance (“widny?”); and the other one relates to the
requirement of democratic global governance to dmgmed in the foreseeable future (“what
how?”). A more detailed discussion and popular waydmay have perhaps been more
eloquent but that would have made my intentionaliprt research note somewhat longer.
Critique of content is most welcome in any style.

Global divides

Critical literature on globalisation would emphastbe several aspects of global divide. The
global divides are, quite obviously, derived frone inherent structures and functions of the
modern global systenThis system is a complex oreas it is correctly demonstrated by
several authors (Straussfogel, 1997; Urry, 2003with all its inevitable attributes. The
condition and behaviour of complex systems can l@acterised by non-linear dynamics.
Complex systems are highly sensitive to minor ckang the initial conditions and they tend
to behave cyclically along a deterministic chaatagectory (strange attractor). All systems
possess synergic (quantitative) efficiency attelsuh general, but complex systems also have
the particular capability of emergence, that isdo@ng (qualitatively) new structures. The
evolution of a complex adaptive system from seffulation to self-organisation is
conditioned by its hierarchical structure. (Cf. Evelorsfall — Lee, 1997)

If the world is confronted with two conflicting haxical trends: global integration and
disintegration, the latter would mean catastropie chaos: World War IIl (cf. Amin, 1992).

| do not think so. (cf. Lévai, 1996 and 1998) Asiriderstand, globalisation, that is the
evolution of the global system, is world-wide intagpn of differentiated (self-contained)
regional sub-systems. Having in mind the functicamad longitudinal aspects of non-linear
dynamics, | propose that globalisation should becgieed asincreasing interdependency
(multiple mutual determinations) of social actoosy the one handand growing synchrony
(acceleration) of social interactionsn the otherin the global systermright from the (18 to
17" century) commercial through the {180 19" century) industrial to the (30to 21
century) financial revolutions of world capitalisifi.évai, 2001) Obviously and accordingly,
the well-known interplay of the economic multipli@nd accelerator can globally be detected
in the (periodic and non-periodic) cyclical behaviof the world economy. (It is in this sense
that | insist on regionalisation being but asymimatr globalisation or, conversely,
differentiation in the complex global system.) Inted controversies on “universalisation”,
“‘homogenisation” vs. “segmentation”, “fragmentatiortc. just miss the point: integration
and differentiation are but “two sides of the sato@”, that is two inseparable aspects of
globalisation. (cf. Robertson, 1995; Rosenau, 1880 1997) In phase A (ascent) of the

" The paper was sponsored by the Hungarian Natiriahtific Research Fund Programme, No. T 046237.



globalisation cycle, however, the tendency towantisgration prevails, whereas in phase D
(descent) the tendency towards differentiationnsifees. An undifferentiated homogeneous
set (whole) lacks the attributes of an integratgstesn, consisting of different sub-systems
(parts) by definition. Divergent regional and s@gional patterns, inherent in the evolution of
a self-regulating global system left “in itself’rearesulting from the differentiating and
polarising forces of liberal and neo-liberal calistic modes of accumulation (cf. Lévali,
1984) and thus producing the illusion of a tendetowyards the disintegration of the whole
global system. This is why anti-globalism (eupheirédly: “globalisation criticism”) of
romantic anti-capitalist movements frequently (thlouwilly-nilly) appears on common
platform with that of anti-liberal (and overtly aovertly anti-American and/or anti-Semitic)
groupings. The above explication serves mereljhagretical clarification.

The global system and its economic, political, unalt, etc. sub-systems have tremendous
capacity (synergy and emergence) of developmentnfankind, but exploitation of this
capacity cannot be a “smooth” linear process. Titwevth of the global economy, of global
trade, and so on, was and will always be cyclisgberiods of prosperity were and will always
be followed by periods of recession, determinecebgogenous properties (non-linearity) of
the systems concerned. Interventions should beirospect in all phases of development,
especially in the phase of decline, because oflyimamic instability (sensitivity) of complex
systems. If / since critical stages of global depetent cannot be avoided, maintaining extra
capacities (built-in reserves) appears to be the oational choice for global crisis
management. Contrary to hierarchical structurepasticular (national) interests, those of
general (international) interests may come to the fis democratic institutions, ensuring the
smooth functioning of the global system. The po&trior the emergence of such a global
institutional system will be discussed under thet bapter.

Global governance

As far as the political question of global govercais concerned, | must emphasise the need
for the widest possible consensus. None of theigalimovements may have the privilege of
designing (let alone deciding) the future globatiesr exclusively. A “common greatest
measure” among the peoples of the world could, kewebe achieved only through
thoroughgoing international discussions under #gisaof the United Nations Organisation.
What | have in mind is a Convention on the Futufrehe Globe to be convened by the
General Assembly of the UN. Its job could be quimilar to that of the European Con-
vention except that it would be entitled to elalbensot a treaty establishing a Constitution but
a new Charter for the UN. Such a binding Constitutould hardly be accepted by all states
of the world. Nevertheless, scrutinising and salgcUN documents (charters, conventions,
resolutions, proposals, etc.) for amendment andhdaisation, proposing new solutions to
current global problems and initiating a ratiomsadtitutional reform of the UN and its several
organisations appear to be achievable objectivésitong run.

Having been involved in Third World studies for tgua long period in the late 1900s, now |
turn to the developing world agenda and relatedeiss| agree with the idea that the UN
documents of 1974 on the New International Econo@nder (Charter of Economic Rights

and Duties of States and related resolutions, deaas and programmes of action) offer a
convenient starting point for discussions. Gensedlinon-reciprocal preferential treatment
towards developing countries of Africa, Asia andihamerica in all fields of international

economic relations could be codified and practisechuch the similar way as the European
Union does towards the ACP states under the Loméveédion. Differential treatment,

however, seems to be appropriate: the least dex@lamong developing countries should
receive wider and larger preferences than theirendeveloped counterparts as it is the



practice under the Generalised System of (tarif@fé?ences. Such a global system of non-
reciprocal and differential preferential treatmeotild reasonably serve as a “reverse” system
of global taxation. Any kind of a global taxatiogsgem could hardly be made acceptable by
all states in the world, particularly in a periotiem it proves to be difficult to persuade some
governments to pay their country’'s membership fieése UN and its organisations.

Special credit facilities, structural adjustmerdris and other internationally institutionalised
financial resources are already available for dgwelent purposes of developing countries
under IMF and IBRD arrangements. A global netwoirkegional and sub-regional banks of
reconstruction and development (similar to the EBRDuld, however, be set up. These
African, Asian and Latin American (and e.g. Nortlriégan, Central African, West Asian,
Central Asian, South Asian, South-East Asian, Gémymerican, South American, etc.,
respectively) banks (such as the ADB and the IARBYId encourage regional and sub-
regional co-operation and integration and, at tames time, build up regional and sub-
regional reserves from those of the states invofeegeriods of recession. Such a network
could also serve as a global clearing syst&ia Keynes) based on regional and sub-regional
arrangements.

Finally, as regards the institutional reform of thl, the ultimate and only possible trustee of
democratic global governance, the community ofamstiwould certainly be ready to put
global issues on the agenda if feasible solutio@evproposed by authentic representatives of
political movements, NGOs, trade unions, ethicalitesses and academia world-wide. There
could hardly be found segments of the global sgdieat would oppose a formalised new
(super) structure of international coordinationteasl of the prevailing informal structures of
subordination in the global order. A convergentbgloorder, coherent of a self-organising
social system governed by the principles of libeeyuity and solidarity “for itself”, could be
evolved as a result of democratic co-operation ggmations united in ensuring global peace
and security and thus enhancing integration inithele global system.
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Phil Anderson

The property cycle overview

If, in any economy, the value of land is permitteg law to capitalise into a tradable
commodity, then the events of the economy becometable. Such events will follow each
other in a cyclical way, and repeat generally dis\is:

At the bottom of the cycle, cheaper land, and loweégrest rates, will allow production to
expand once again, particularly after businessidente begins to return. Demand for land
will increase as a result of the expansion in ecan@ctivity.

Land however is in fixed supply. If we consideaitommodity, which it is not, it is the only
commodity whose supply cannot be increased to miditehncreasing demand. Land price
will rise. A price rise of any other commodity wdukventually attract more supply,
ultimately lowering prices; not so with land.

There is another difference also with the land rearRs land price rises, owners will hold
out for yet further price rises; the higher thecgrithe more it is hoarded.

Demand for land increases, being fixed in supphgeprises, land becomes scarcer. A more
noticeable shift in investment activity begins, gweom industry and commerce, to land
speculation. (More visibly in what is built on tkend, though in reality it is the land price
increasing, not the buildings.)

Interest rates will have bottomed out, then st@ing. The percentage rises are more
important, not the actual figures themselves. Wideres such as the Kondratieff wave, and
lower forces like the decade cycle play a part j@vdoo bank lending.

The high cost of rentals and the increased colsbobwing for working capital or investment
capital begin to squeeze the productive sectotiseoéconomy. Higher returns in the property
sector are seen by all now — the speculation irftess

A mid cycle slowdown is likely at this point. Theachde cycle in operation. Do not confuse
this cycle, with the longer and more deadly, propeygcle. These days, bank collapses are
usually not involved at this point.

The one area where business can cut costs is WRigessure builds to exercise wage restraint.
Governments agree, supported as they are by vedsrést groups and the owners of the
government granted licences, especially land vdllreons, seeing nothing but living costs

escalate, push for wage increases to cover therthig\point, it can be easy to confuse the
symptoms of the economic illness — higher intereses, increasing unemployment,

government intervention etc — as the cause oflliness, which is actually speculation in a

value that is not produced, but is instead creasea government granted licence.

It is very important to note that the land markehot subject to economic competition as is
the entrepreneur. Therefore, the normal pricingagwon’t act to give property speculators
the ability to see the excesses. Property ownerglgicontinue to press for ever higher rental
demands from the tenant.

" This paper presented by Phil Anderson on the Besteorum Conference (September 26-28 2003, Butjapes



The point arrives when the productive sectors efébonomy can no longer afford the rent.
The downturn is imminent, the severity of whichdstermined not only by the height and
intensity of the boom, but also the extent to whietnks have become involved in lending
upon land value.

A bank collapse usually completes the cycle. Odweints however, like the oil crisis of 1974,
almost always take place simultaneously- since @mumactivity is frenetic at the peak — to
disguise the completion of the property cycle.olbrs becomes obvious to all, a downturn has
taken place.

This movement of capital, back and forth betweaengtoductive and speculative sectors of
the economy is best illustrated by the ratio ofllaalues to GNP; our (perhaps crude at this
stage) land price index.

Every 18 years

In 1816 the post war boom was full on; there waseemlly active speculation in western
lands. The new bank T2United States bank, chartered by Congress, 186 fifst bank of
the US was established 1791, but had its chart#dvaws in 1810.) joyously participated. It
was particularly active in real estate loans. Aasl,though to emphasise its lax intentions,
there was a wild speculation in the stock of thelBaself. Nor did it press for restraint by
others. Recalling, perhaps, the disfavour into Wiitis predecessor had fallen in consequence
of the practice, the Bank refrained from presentirgnotes of the state banks for redemption.
In 1818, the Baltimore branch of the Bank, wentkoapt, although, under the loose-jointed
arrangements then prevailing, this did not bringzddohe Philadelphia parent.

In 1819, William Jones, a politician of questior&loitelligence but proven bad judgement,

was replaced as head of the Bank, by Langdon Chdessribed by most historians as a most
insensitive man, who may well have been what treasion required. He instituted a drastic

policy of loan contraction and foreclosure. Simnéausly, although mostly it would appear

coincidentally, the boom collapsed, prices felbtbes were closed out and bankruptcies went
up. This was the first of the five great panics abhiat intervals of around twenty years,

marked the history of the (f9century.

Taken from Money: whence it came, where it wént K Galbraith, p 77, André Deutsch
Limited publishers, 1975 edition.

The United States Bureau of Statistics lists thewong years as ones when the US was
officially in recession; recession being defined ta® successive quarters of negative
economic growth;

2001/2 19911982 19741961 1949 1937 1932921 1907 1897 1893884 1873
1866 18571847 1836/71825 1819

Roughly one recession per decade.

Some of the ten yearly business cycle recession&Vver, ended up far deeper and more
lasting, more memorable, than others; years asrlimei@ in the above list. This is the
property, or more correctly, land value cycle. Tlas the following will show you, is to do
with speculation in government granted licences amdleges, most of which is land value,
facilitated through the process of fractional rgsdvanking. This process is purely man made,
and is not in the slightest a natural one. 181€oissidered by historians to be the first real
‘industrial’ recession.



“In the 1930’s Homer Hoyt, then a post graduatedett at the University of Chicago,
investigated the trends in land value in Chicagerdkie remarkably long period of 100 years.
He discovered a regular cycle of 18-year duratldis. data is considered to represent the
general trend in real-estate values in the USA tweperiod up to the 1930’s. Hoyt has since
updated his material, and his results are listehinle 5:1”.

From Fred Harrison’s book, The Power in the Landiverse books, 1983, page 64.
TABLE 5.1 from Harrison looks like this:

US land value peak building cycle peak recession

1818 - 1819
1836 1836 1837
1854 1856 1857
1872 1871 1873
1890 1892 1893
- 1916 1918
1925 1927 1929

Harrison updates this further, to 1983, as follows;
War interrupted 1955 US land rent bottoms (p124)
1973 1974
1989 at the time, a forecast 1991 again, a forextabe time of release of his book.

Extrapolating from here, one could reasonably eixpee next property cycle peak, then
recession, toward the end of this current decad@9 2 10. One would have to say, the first
11 years of the current 18-year cycle make thikagible scenario.

There is one peak in land values missing; the dechthe 1910’s. Harrison attributes this to
the world war at the time, disturbing the ‘benigyghological outlook which is necessary for
speculation.’

Harrison notes mostly that “the peak in land valiseseached 12 to 24 months before the
recession; i.e. the downturn in land values presette decline in general economic
prosperity.” He notes further that “the peaks ia thuilding cycle follow the peaks in land

value but precedes the recession.” Therefore wee lhe possibility of a transmission

mechanism of the effects of land speculation, passitimately into the general economy.

Activity in the construction industry, house buridiin particular, once land costs too much,
curtails construction, dampening activity over tinder economy. This is more than just the
credit creation ten-year cycle, though is part afsiwell.

So, in order to forecast our quite obvious businggdes, but especially the property cycle,
one should measure construction activity sure,rbote importantly, land value. It is here
however, that one comes up against a completeldefany meaningful statistics. Few take
the time to measure land value, then interpret whiat might mean for the economy. One
reason for this is because all economists todalyangiue to you that land is part of capital,
and therefore not something to be measured separ@e not fall into this woeful and
thoroughly blinding mistake of treating land asitap



So to help us with our forecasting, there are twogs we ought to do
— measure land value

— study past property cycles, in particular theaveur of both the economy and the people
that lived through each one

This should help give us a clearer idea of wheremight be at any point in time in the
current cycle. (It may also help alleviate any dsulie may have about whether the property
cycle will continue to repeat.) Each cycle will nfast differently of course, the repetition
could never be exactly the same; read on howedwersimilarities are interesting.

Before that though, let’s read a few more wordsfi@albraith, page 103.

“The disenchanting character of the events destribehe last century as panics and in the
early years of the present one as depressiong ia doubt. They occurred in and after 1819,
1837, 1857, 1873, in a minor way in 1884, with greaverity in 1893 and again in 1907.

There was a brief but harsh one in 1921 and themibst drastic and enduring of all in — and
after — October 1929. So regular had been thewrrence that by the early years of the
present century a systematic, wavelike movement thasight to be characteristic of

economic life and development. One could gain awmaaced degree in economics by
specializing in business cycles, called by thermifed just ‘cycles’.”

And a bit more from page 104.

“The usual image of the business cycle was of aewike movement, and the waves of the
sea were the accepted metaphor. Prices and produadse gradually, then more rapidly,

reached an apex and then subsided. One measur&zhgite of the cycle from crest to crest

or trough to trough; thus again the wave. The teali the nineteenth and early twentieth

centuries was, in fact, much closer to the teeth psaw which go up on a gradual plane on
one side and drop precipitately on the other. Oa,wave, it was the long mounting roll and

then the sharply breaking surf.

In all of the panics there were recognizable camnstaFirst came an expansion in business
activity. This usually centred on some dominantrfayf investment, one that reworked the
economic geography of the country. The first subject of investment was the canals; then,
and much more importantly, came the railroads. Wiimal and railroad building came
expansion into new lands. Often, although not iiady, prices rose.

Then, as time passed, expansion gave way to spiecila term that needs to be understood
with some precision. (A thoughtful Boston obserwvet840 noted that speculation was what,
when succeeds, is called enterprise, an evil tbimg when it fails.) Speculation centres on

one or more of those assets, real or fiduciary, dha central to the expansion currently under
way; in 1819, and again in 1837, it was, not ssipgly, land. In 1829, the government sold

1.2 million acres of public land for $1.5 milliom 1836, before the crash, it sold 20 million

for $25 million, much of it to operators who proryptesold it at a profit to others who resold

it for yet more. These too were the great yearsamfl building. There was also a boom in
public improvements — turnpikes, statehouses, dsta@a some jails — and in the securities
that financed these rewarding enterprises.

By 1857, speculative interests had shifted to gadis. There it remained for the rest of the
century. In the years preceding the panic of 18¥8 again before that of 1893, there was a
great boom in railroad construction. With it wermesulation in the facilitating railroad
securities. Nothing in the T9century is more remarkable than the way men fotgetlast
railroad debacle and proceeded to lose money innthd. Other and lesser objects of
speculation also attracted attention. Prior to18@3 panic there was still an open market for
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gold as quoted in greenbacks. In 1869, Jay Gouidh Wvm Fiske as his agent, sought to
corner the gold market — to control the gold frommick dealers had to fill their contracts to
supply the metal. Success for these notable scelsndepended on the government’s not
selling gold, which Gould thought he had ensuredbinying Grant’s brother-in-law (and thus
the President) and also a minor official or twos Hien couldn’t, as it happened, deliver
Grant. The effort collapsed. In the period befdre 1907 panic there was an amateurish effort
to corner the copper market.

By 1907, though railways were still important, tepeculative interest was shifting to
common stocks in general. The 1921 depression wexeged, somewhat atypically for the
time, by speculation in land and in the commoditgrkets. The great bull market of the
twenties was again in common stocks. By 1929, tfimite horizons of technology had
captured the sanguine mind. So had the notionttiea¢ was a peculiarly omniscient form of
financial genius to whom the task of winning spativeé wealth could be generated. In
consequence of the first belief, RCA, a pioneewnirat now would be called electronics, was
a major speculative favourite, although it had mepaid a dividend. Seaboard Air Line,
which was thought by numerous innocents to proad®othold in aviation, was another
favourite, although, in fact, it was a railroad.dAthe closed-end investment trust, precursor
of the mutual fund, was the device by which finahgenius took over the speculative task
from individuals of uninspired cupidity. In the éatwenties there was a vast multiplication of
investment trusts.

Speculation occurs when people buy assets, alwépstive support of some rationalizing
doctrine, because they expect their prices to fibat expectation and the resulting action
then serve to confirm expectation. Presently tladityeis not what the asset in question — the
land or commodity or investment company — will earrthe future. Rather it is only that
enough people are expecting the speculative otgeativance in price to make it advance in
price and thus attract yet more people to yet &rrftlfil expectations of yet further increases.

This process has a pristine simplicity; it can lasly so long as prices are rising reliably. If
anything seriously interrupts the price advance, ¢éRpectations by which the advance is
sustained are lost or somehow endangered. All whdalding for a further rise — all but the

gullible and egregiously optimistic, of which thaseinvariably a considerable supply — then
seek to get out. Whatever the pace of the procgeolriid up, whether slow or rapid, the

resulting fall is always abrupt. Thus the liken&sshe ripsaw blade of the breaking surf. So
did speculation and therewith economic expansianecto an end in all of the panic years
from 1819 to 1929.”

Galbraith. His books are always a great read. The@so some very good reading about
repeating cycles in W.D. Gann’s “Wall Street St&kector”, the very first chapter in fact.

And do note Galbraith’s further particularly insifh comments, page 103 again, about
language and terminology. Something of which @hgays useful to be aware;

“During the last (18) century and until 1907, the United States hadigsarand that,
unabashedly, is what they were called. But, by 1%guage was becoming, like so much
else, the servant of economic interest. To mininieeshock to confidence, businessmen and
bankers had started to explain that any curremt@oec setback was not really a panic, only a
crisis. They were undeterred by the use of thim tera much more ominous context — that of
the ultimate capitalist crisis — by Marx. By the208, however, the world crisis had also
acquired the fearsome connotation of the eventegcdbed. Accordingly, men offered
reassurance by explaining that it was not a crisiyy a depression. A very soft word. Then
the Great Depression associated the most frigbtfdconomic misfortunes with that term,
and economic semanticists now explained that noedspn was in prospect, at most only a
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recession. In the 1950s, when there was a mod#sdcke economists and public officials
were united in denying that it was a recession ly ansidewise movement or a rolling
readjustment.”

Indeed.

Fractional reserve banking
“The process by which banks create money is solsithat the mind is repelled.”

So wrote John Kenneth Galbraith, in his book Monéfence it came, where it went. In
talking about one of the early banks, the Bank ohsterdam, he continued: “Where
something so important is involved, a deeper mysseems only decent. The deposits of the
Bank of Amsterdam just mentioned were, accordinthéoinstruction of the owner, subject to
transfer to others in settlement of accounts. Tdia on deposit served no less as money by
being in a bank and being subject to transfer bysthoke of a primitive pen. Inevitably it was
discovered — as it was by the conservative burglodraAmsterdam as they reflected
incestuously on their own needs as directors oridliteh East India Company — that another
stroke of the pen would give a borrower from th@kjyaas distinct from a creditor of the
original depositor, a loan from the original anteideposit. It was not a detail that the bank
would have interest on the loan so made. The @iglapositor could be told that his deposit
was subject to such use — and perhaps be paid. fohe original deposit still stood to the
credit of the original depositor. But there was ralao a new deposit from the proceeds of the
loan. Both deposits could be used to make paymbatgsed as money. Money had thus been
created. The discovery that banks could so createeyncame very early in the development
of banking. There was that interest to be earned.”

The early banks were very familiar with this pracelk was reported about the banking
houses of Venice, in the quarterly Journal of Ecoies, Vol. VI No 3, April 1892, titled, The
Bank of Venice, and also quoted in Galbraith: “Bsuoi deposit to the number of a hundred
or more came into existence in Venice in th® 128" and 15' centuries. A very considerable
number also failed with varying degrees of resomatumerous efforts were made by the
Senate at regulation, including such details ashthes that banks were required to be open
and their obligation to count out the depositorasit in his full view. The results of the
regulation were less than perfect. Ath]xfentury Senator, one Tommaso Contarini, told in a
speech of the difficulties. He noted that a barikan accommodate his friends without the
payment of money, merely by writing a brief entfyccedit. The banker can justify his own
desires for fine furniture and jewels by merelyting two lines in his books, and can buy
estates or endow a child without any actual disuent.’ ”

Riches out of thin air. Something for nothing. Sachincredibly simple process, our mind is
indeed repelled, is it not?

Let us have a closer look at this process, fos ithe very reason you are not permitted, by
law, to establish a bank and then go ahead antymim own notes.

The word ‘bank’ derives from the word ‘banco’, ugeddescribe the old merchant’s benches,
used in the medieval market places of Italy. Sudney traders in the market places of
Lombardy preferred to set up their own dealing bes¢rather than have a permanent stall or
shop. The breaking of any money merchant’s benamadieval Italy was the signal of his
failure.

So here is a question. If | owed you $100, would yxcept from me a signed IOU as
settlement of the debt? And if you did, could yaspthis signed IOU onto someone else as
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payment of your own debt? Probably not. Hence nvedal fashioned into coin, duly accepted
by all, to operate as some sort of medium of exgbaon assist us in swapping, or trading
goods with one another, and to pay off our accoudtg of convenience, notes eventually
followed. May | point out though, since most woddrrencies are no longer convertible into
real metal, i.e. gold, when we accept say a teladabte from the mint, what we are really
accepting is an IOU from the Reserve Bank, whicheag to pay us just ten dollars on
redemption of the note, its face value, nothing endWe accept this because everybody else
does; it works only because of community confidesuog trust.

Today we use debt as currency also. Formerly bablgegbld, but no longer, merely backed
now by a promise. So money has come to represgatadamportant things these days, in
particular:

— representing a standard against which each ofiessures our values, what each of us is
prepared to do for ten dollars worth of money seny

— as a store of wealth.

Just how debt came into use as currency servesussfal history of banking, and will help
improve our knowledge of that all important procesedit creation, called today Fractional
Reserve Banking.

Picture yourself as a merchant in London some ®@0syago. As you ply your trade and sell
your goods, you are paid for your wares in gold aiker coin. What to do with all these
coins? Place then under the mattress? Aside frahmpe some sleep discomfort, this could
be risky. Fortunately, one was now able to usefdledities of the nearby goldsmith, who
would accept your coins for safekeeping. In exclkarand to prove your ownership of the
coin so deposited, he would give you a receipt.siild understand that these receipts came
to be somewhat important, as they held the sigeatfia man of considerable stature and
reputation within the city. It was unthinkable tlsatch a man, a goldsmith would ever dare
cheat a client. The receipt of a goldsmith wasaigas coin.

Now of course greed being what it is, there werdated instance over the years of bad
behaviour from a goldsmith or two; clipping of galdin, filing of the edges and other tactics
to add to one’s gold in the vaults. Such acts ware however, and carried considerable
penalties, usually death, if caught.

On occasion, you the merchant might have a largeige to pay. You could of course head
down to the goldsmith, take out some of your caid pay the invoice. Or you might instead
hand over your receipt, signing it as you do,emdorsing it over to the owner of the invoice,
who may now claim the amount of the receipt, indgdlom the goldsmith. A considerable
saving of time and effort on your part.

Time passes. Out of ease and business conventéegeaper receipts begin to circulate more
freely. For even more convenience, the receiptsecambe marked simply ‘paid to bearer’,

obviating the need for endorsement at every exahanhgeceipt. This receipt, backed by the
good standing of the goldsmiths, is being treatad m the same manner as coin. Money in
its own right. Daily, any goldsmith might be presshwith a receipt. He would naturally and

without argument, pay gold out to the bearer ofrdeeipt to the full face value. (Mmmm, job

growth in forgery comes to mind here, but thatnietaer story.)

More time passes.

So much gold lying idle in the vaults of the gold$® must at times have given the
goldsmiths plenty to think about. Who was the maher? Why is so much left uncollected?
It is never all claimed at once; perhaps | coultigmume of it to use myself?
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Your son, for much time has passed, needs to bone ®muipment, but does not yet have the
coin to do so. (In your day one had to save hande. heads down to your goldsmith to ask
for some credit. The goldsmith thinks, well yoursimess is growing, you have a good name,
the risk is small, could be good for business. Nb& goldsmith could lend your son some

gold; but better still, why not simply write outeceipt for the value asked for, paid to bearer.
The goldsmith does so, which he passes to yoursbo, immediately uses the credit so

obtained to pay for the equipment. The receiptda®e into circulation as money. Nobody

guestions the receipt, for it has the backing sigeature, of a reputable goldsmith.

Eventually, as the son puts the machine to usejlhpay back the amount ‘loaned’, plus that
damned little bit the goldsmith asked for as recenge for the risk (just a little interest you
understand).

Think about this for a minute. The merchant son tedrcredit to expand his trade, the
goldsmith issued him a receipt for the gold thathiael not yet in fact deposited with the
goldsmith but would eventually do so, the goldsndiémanding just a little extra for his help.
As trade grew, so did the demand for these receipis called ‘notes’, or ‘bills’.

The goldsmith continually observed that not eveeyaame to collect the gold all at once.
How much therefore, of the gold might he ‘loan otd’ worthy inquiring customers —

borrowers — and Lord knows, there sure was plehthem at any one time. And so, after a
while, it was established, at least by reputablelgyuiths, that for every $100 worth of gold
held, $1000 worth of notes could be issued. Thdgyoith had just become a banker.

The best borrowers soon proved to be princes amid phincipalities (hundreds of them in
Europe at this time). These would borrow by isswsegurities — debt acknowledged by the
principality government — used mostly by the primcewage war on his neighbour, funded
out of future tax revenue. The king's ambitionsIddoe easily financed now. (I have heard it
said by the way, that the great Rothschild banldngcern’s office in Paris would lend
generously to Napoleon, and the English office gauy to Wellington to finance his army
in turn. Just one condition, loans being approvely @ the victor assumed payment of the
loser’s debts...).

Merchants now are often being paid for their goaus, just in coin, but more often in
goldsmith’s receipts, the new bankers. As a meighastead of depositing just coin, you are
often depositing goldsmith’s receipts as well.

The conclusion you may draw from this, no longeregeelling to the mind one would hope,
is that bank deposits are created by the bankssdlees, not by you the customer. These
days, when you draw a cheque, what is in fact ha@pges you are, by writing the cheque,
instructing your bank to transfer debt from youc@mt, to the account of someone else. To
effect this, banks settle their outstanding balamwegh one another overnight.

Galbraith again:

Quote: “Where such reward is waiting, men havetarahinstinct for innovation. There was
an alternative opportunity involving bank notesgdhat was wonderfully exploited in the
eventual American Republic. That was to give therdwer not a deposit but a note,
redeemable in the hard currency that had been ¢placghe bank as capital (i.e. by the
original subscribers to the share issue of the bank upon incorporation — Ed) or as a
sedentary deposit. With this note the borrower a¢ondke his payment; the recipient of such
payment might, instead of redeeming the note fsh¢ae. gold or silver — Ed), use it for his
payments, and so on ad infinitum. Meanwhile bacthatbank interest was being earned on
the original loan. One day, perhaps, the note waeldeturned and redeemed for the hard
cash of the original deposit. But by then the bagowould have repaid his loan, also in hard
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money. All would be well, and interest would hawehb earned. There was a chance also that
the note would continue its passage from hand ol lzaad to yet further hands and never be
returned for collection. The loan which led to @msission would earn interest and in due
course be repaid. The note meanwhile would contitaieounds. Against the original coin
that allowed of the original loan, no claim wouleeebe entered. In the 1960’s, Mr George W
Ball, an eminently successful lawyer, politiciardasiplomat, left public office to become a
partner of the great Wall Street house of Lehmaotignrs. “Why,” he was heard to ask a little
later, “didn’t someone tell me about banking be®rénd quote.

Especially in the US, individual banks fought lilyeto retain the right to print their own
notes; a right jealously guarded and continuallygtdt for, against the insistent demands of
the US Federal government (and many US Presidetitsally suspicious of the banks and
their power) to exert at least some sort of contoekr often out of control, US banking
activities. This is a constant theme running thtaug 19" century US history.

And so to the now seemingly eternal banking questibe constant cyclical expansion and
contraction of bank lending, in which | will agdend some assistance from Galbraith to help
me explain:

“Though he was willing to have banks for the pugosdeposits, Thomas Jefferson strongly
opposed their issue of notes. Writing to john Tayilo 1816, he agreed that banking
establishments were more to be feared than stamdmgs. John Adams held that every bank
bill issued in excess of the quantity of gold aitdes in the vaults ‘represents nothing, and is
therefore a cheat upon somebody.” Against thestemsiews stood the circumstance of
overriding power already mentioned: gold and sjlwehen deposited at the bank could be
loaned at interest, and borrowers could pay trexeést out of what they made from having the
loan. And if... more could be loaned than was opodé — given the unlikelihood that all
depositors would come for their hard money at orcget more borrowers could be
accommodated, yet more interest earned. Alas thiem Adams. From the intrinsic charm of
this reward and the resulting improvement in comiyuwell-being came an overriding
pressure to make the loans that increased theaodisg notes and deposits beyond the
amount of gold and silver in the vault. Thus, mprecisely, the problem of banking: how
should lending be limited and other precaution®maigainst the day when depositors and
noteholders would come for the precious metal thahe nature of banking, wasn't there?

Individual banks no longer issue their own notes feast not in the Western world. And the
note issue is pretty much standard to each indalidauntry, or even to a large region as we
recently saw with the introduction of the Eurowasn’t always this way. The US had as
many different styles of notes as there were natibanks, by the early f&entury.

Notes now represent less than about 10% of theidedtculation of any country. A debt no
longer backed by gold, but is backed by the pradoobf the country, for that is what the
credit issued by banks, is loaned against. Thasfeés more substantial backing than just gold.

Thus the process of Fractional Reserve Bankingctéation of credit for their customers, out
of something that does not exist. Fractional ResdBanking: banks issuing loans and
advances to customers that ultimately create them deposits. This process is a good one,
and works well if left to its own proper devicestlme repeat that. The process is important,
and a good one, for it greases the wheels of ecanexahange. The problem however is this:

Banks now, more than ever before, lend not onlyrasgahe production of the country, but
also against government granted licenses and gged, the largest of which is land value.
Banks do not ever make this distinction of coulsé, it is important for our understanding.
The value of these government granted licensespandeges isnot one that is actually
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produced, or ‘manufactured’ by labour and capitaich value being in fact created by

government in the awarding of the license. A vdhat also comes out of nothing. Here is the
crux of the issue, and why we get business cycldsoom and recession. The process of
credit creation is a worthwhile one; it is vital business and helps boost trade. But the
process fails when credit is created on a valuebaoked by the productive enterprise of the
nation. (Try getting a loan; i.e. credit, from ankawithout owning a house, i.e. land value.)

Ultimately, it is the value of these governmentngea licenses, especially land value, that
absorb the benefits and value of all human progh&$sch is why banks lend mostly against

it. (Another topic taken up later.)

Theoretically, if banks were doing their job prdgein a society where land rent was not
permitted to capitalize in value into a tradablanoadity, defaults would never be so
damaging to the economy. The trouble really statten credit is created and backed not by
produced wealth but by land price, (the capitalizext) which in the inevitable downturn,
falls below the outstanding level of the loan. hist happens on a large scale, banks fail.
(Roughly every 18 years it seems.)

Perhaps it should also be pointed out, that nowertttan ever, governments are some of the
biggest borrowers from banks; borrowing vast sufmaaney which is also not backed by the

productive wealth of the country, being securedthyy banks against future tax revenue
instead. (Which is inflationary). Banks are willikenders to governments. Such lending (read
credit creation) is now international in its scope.

So remember, banks do not lend money. How can toeythey have none to lend. Banks
create credit to finance their customers.
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Jézsef Bayer

Competing ldentities — National and European?

Neo-nationalism and Europeanisation

Since the dissolution of traditional society, tlmstruction of social identities has become an
important but risky task for individuals and thelranging communities. In the formation of
one’s collective identity, “natural” determinantscede and the element of choice becomes
ever more apparent. Such choices of existentiadrat of course, not entirely free. Nothing
proves this more than the construction of natiasherhtity which is not older than modernity.

The common idea of a nation is basically that @banmunity of birth. One is a French, a

German, a Hungarian by birth, and this looks likdaat, an unchangeable fate of the

individual. In this respect nation has often beefired as a community of fate, a kind of

Schicksalsgemeinschdilax Weber). However, in the liberal interpretatimational identity

is at the same time a question of mutual choicd,anthe part of the individual, this choice

also entails the instrumental exploitation of theéeading services provided by the nation

states. As John Dunn put it: “We may not like, boase to espouse, the social relations into
which we are born. But we are born into them, weethe like it or not; and their claims are

there, to embrace or to reject...”.

Undoubtedly, there is an experienced contingencynefs social and political identity since

modern times. From among the many social rolesi@ewtifications, however, there is one

form of collective identity which outweighs all thether forms and orders them into a
hierarchy: it is the national identity. It may bself a construction and in the process of
permanent making and remaking, nevertheless ifpphasiled since the birth (better to say:
the creation) of modern nation-states.

In modern times, one’s nationality is both a fatd a choice. (Balibar) Against the concept of
the Weltbirger (world citizen) of the enlightenmegarly nationalists contended that one is
first a German, a Frenchman and the like, and setpndly a human being in general. As the
fervent nationalist, Johann Gottlieb Fichte putinithis famous Speeches to the German
Nation, the external frontiers of a nation shoudtdime the internal bounds of its members.
Occupational, local and other identities are suinatdd to this one basic political and
cultural determination. A man without a nationaltpuld be as strange as Peter Schlemil in
Camisso’a novel, a man who lacked his shadow, lsecée sold it to the devil. Ernest
Gellner used this case to exemplify the curiouergith of nationalism. The nation state
provided the cultural frame, based on the commaguage and on a constructed historical
memory, which served as a legitimating ground faiamal political power. National identity
in such an exclusiveness generates strong ematiobslonging. This is based on a fictive
ethnicity, projected back deep into history, asaggul to the real delineation of historical
origin. Without a historical myth, there is no atalism.

This naturalisation of social ties was supported by the political itasions of the modern

state, which enriched the national community wittihvac component. Members of a nation-
state arébrethrens who have equal rights as citizens of the samgigadlcommunity. This

feeling was only strengthened by the extensionoafas rights provided by the welfare state
of the 2¢" Century. The nation state secured the life ofrimmbers against outside threats
and at the same time gave them dignity as equakng. But in response, it required high
sacrifice from its members, even their life if ngsary. All this was represented by strong
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symbols of identification, for example by antherftags, holy places etc., providing for the
emotional appeal of every kind of nationalism.

If national identity is tied to modernity, postmaa@xperience and thinking reinforces
the element of free choice in the constructing afective identities. There are many
roles at one’s disposal and supposedly nothinge®m@ne to cling to one basic form of
identity. The established hierarchy of identitiessdlves, while the individual identifi-

cation process becomes volatile, subject to fremcels. Its symbols are, according to
Zygmunt Bauman, the tramp and the tourist. Theyetréhrough the world and avoid

any solid engagement and roots. This should be pdw@adigm of the globalised

man/women, restless and uprooted, without real doment to any community with

local boundaries

But we live in a globalised modern world, rathearthn a postmodern utopia. ldentity politics

emerge as a powerful mass reaction to the chakeofythe global age. Nobody can say after
11 September 2001 that the conflict of Macworld Jikad (B. Barber) is only an empty

metaphor.

The influence of identity politics is also pres@mtEurope, though for different reasons. As
outstanding European politicians stressed in tlsé d@cade, the European Union needs a
stronger sense of identity, as a common legitingagjround for political unity, which also
serves greater internal cohesion and the demancition an insecure outside world. The new
European Union will form an integrated economicaangth a common currency, but it will
also have a common foreign and security policyitany troops and other characteristics of a
sovereign statehood. Will it be a supranationakestehich is in urgent need of a legitimating
ideology similar to that of the national identitZduld a European nationalism develop the
same emotional appeal at all, as national ideniit§tat is or will be the relationship of the
two in the near future?

In light of the imminent Eastern enlargement of Eh@opean Union, this question is acute
both for the member states and for the candidatmtdes. The notion of identity usually
entails three basic dimensions:

1. The decision about exclusion and inclusion thdhe determination of who belongs and
who does not belong to the community.

2. A strong emotional appeal, an emphatic idemtift;m with the community that accom-
panies such existential decisions.

3. A symbolic representation of identity that isséd on cultural discourses. (Klaus Eder,
148.)

In all these three respects the Eastern enlargeofiehé EU challenges the former images of
European identity. Firstly, the European Commuhiyg been created and unified against the
Eastern block under Soviet hegemony. Today Euragett demarcate itself against a global
world with different regional centres, and it hasdefine its Eastern borders as well. The
countries now striving for membership have beeruebed from the European integration for
a long time on political terms. Secondly, the mutuast that developed among the existing
member states in the last few decades is not redgssxtended to the next member states of
the European Union. Even if the situation has dteamaldy changed since the fall and the
dissolution of the Soviet block, the Western sitik lacks strong identification with the fate
of the Eastern side of Europe. “Why should we bo#tmut their problems?” — Many people
think. As results of public opinion research sholwg Western public has long been hesitant
about the integration of East-Central European idamel countries, even if political
expediency stood for it. Thirdly, even if intensalippcal dialogue has begun with the newly
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democratised countries, involving them in Europa#airs, the cultural exchange is still not
developed far enough to create a sense of commuddgques Delors expressed this
sentiment in a statement: “Today, we no longer lsjpé#he “other Europe” as we used to, but
of the CEEC - the Central and Eastern European tdesin- and | fear that this jargon

betrays our underlying feeling that those countaes not yet part of our world. Much

remains to be done... Our historic mission is tmify Europe based on its common values,
while respecting its diversity.” (1999, cited bydaar)

Nobody can deny that the countries in questionrzelo the European tradition. The
European idea is old, at least in cultural term&ieTcommon heritage of the Greco-
Roman culture, Christianity, humanism and enlightent, democratic and political
ideas (as much as nationalism itself) are commauditions that bind together many
European nations into a common European historye Huropean identity as a
political idea, however, is a late $@entury phenomenon. It was born from concerns
about peace in a divided Europe of competing nasitates that were threatened by
permanent industrialized warfare. Since the enthef Second World War, this kind of
European identity has become a real economic aritiqga basis in the institutions of
the European Community and the EU. The Easterroregf Europe, however, which
shared the historical and cultural forms of Europedentity, was excluded from the
latter.

It is no wonder that the first political leaders thie new democracies overstressed this
common heritage to declare their interest of recatiion with the West. The slogan “Return
to Europe” meant that we had always belonged tornty the Cold War had cut off the
relations between the two parts of Europe. We cathis respect neglect the problem of
centre and periphery in the different regions ofdpe, which has led to differing economic
and political models, including nation-state builgli Their naivety lay only in the assumption
that the West had a moral obligation to redraw farmmjustices. Only later did they
understand that the European Union is a new realith hard economic interests, solid
institutions and procedures and a shared politcdture, all what the accession countries
lacked in the last decades. They needed to godhradong transformation process, a “valley
of tears” (R. Dahrendorf), the consolidation of @enmacy, stable market economy etc., in
order to have a chance to enter the EU.

The situation was complicated by the emerging re@nalism in the Eastern part of Europe.
The West also has its nationalist tide but of &ed#nt character. The crisis of the nation state
is widely discussed in the literature of globalisat It is notable, however, that from the
juxtaposition of the nation-state it is not theimatwhich got into crisis but rather the state.
Whereas the nation does not stand under the peesé$iegfficacy, the state does. Too high
expectations towards the state, related to theeatemsion of its responsibilities, paralleled
by shrinking capabilities to cope with the continges of the modern world, undermines the
legitimacy of single states. New threats emergethén“risk society” that cannot be met by
the traditional arsenals of state policy. The eaoinothreat is that global economic
liberalisation challenges the Keynesian state whimbk responsibility for the economic
welfare of a given population. Another challengesyaesented by the ecological threat of a
global ecological crisis. Sovereignty becomes lgrgepty amongst the new challenges of
globalisation and regional integration. The solutim most of these challenges is inter-
national cooperation, but we experience the trdpsoblective action. There is no effective
enforcement agency (Dunn), except for military sohs that are not appropriate for most of
the new problems.

Under such pressure, even seemingly well-integnasa¢idn states begin to disintegrate. Even
the success of integration may lead to such tenelertthe devolution of decision making, the
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development of one economic area. Where the stéreclooses or at least shares its
sovereign rights and competencies, nations migienieeless blossom. This we can observe
in the striving for autonomy or even separation agnenany Western democracies. The
guestion arises, what can national identity stidam, in the age of supranational, regional
identities? What brings about a strong culturalr@igious binding amidst the preformed
clichés of identifications mediated and suggestgdiie global media culture? While in
modern times the manifold identities of the induads were cemented by the national
identity, which served as a primary focus for lirgie and cultural as well as political self-
determination, now globalisation and regionalisatnieay diminish its power.

In Eastern and Central Europe, the tide of neamnatism seemed to point towards a different
direction. Its emergence, however, was due to tieertiainties and insecurities, the social and
political strains, which accompanied the transfaromaprocess. This tendency was perceived
by careful analysts from the very beginning, altifouhere were several Western scholars
who demonised the new nationalism as the “resuorecif history” and the like. Nationalism
served, in fact, different purposes in the regibmeant different things for countries which
regained sovereignty only after 1989, for peopleoveltruggled for independence waging
separation wars, and for the well-integrated natgtates with intact territory, where
nationalism usually served only as a weapon irptheer struggle of elite groups. In the more
advanced countries, the nationalist card was uspédlyed out by conservative elites, who
used it to gain additional support and legitimaaynf the population. In the less advanced
countries, on the other hand, manipulating natishaentiments was a means of the old
nomenclature to stay in power.

All this had implications for the discourse on EHuean and national identity. Most nation-
states in ECE followed originally the developmeattern of theKulturnation in which the
cultural construction of the nation preceded itditigal existence. In the post-socialist
situation such traditions have been reinvented. didecleavage between traditionalists and
modernizers influenced even the formation of pediiparties. National conservative parties
tend to cling to old forms of European identity afcatholic universalism, and are usually
more sceptical towards the modern shape of a semdaEuropean Union. They fear the loss
of sovereignty and of the uniqueness of their maticulture. The “modernist” (urbanist)
parties on the other hand, use Europeanisatiorcatcue on this “outdated” politics. Instead
of nurturing an ethno-cultural nationalism, theyhex stress the civic component of national
identity and associate the prospect to overcomeaum and social backwardness with the
European Union.

It is vital for the future peace and prosperitfeurope that the process of Eastern enlargement
should close successfully, in order to overcomd suddated cleavages. The dragging of the
accession process into indefinite time already egeieed the democratic consolidation and
economic stability, and might alienate the peofdiéhe accession countries from the EU.
(“There is also life outside the European Unionéxpressed the Hungarian prime minister
this growing sentiment in the region in the yeaf@0annoyed by the indecisiveness of
European politicians, which has since been overdoyrtbe Nice Agreement.)

It is, however, a truism that national identity alBdropean identity are not exclusive but
rather complementary forms of collective identiBublic opinion polls about national and
European identity show that the results depencherfact, how the questions are put. If the
interviewer puts the question exclusively, onlyeav fpercent of people decide for European
identity on the first place. But if the questionpist differently, allowing parallel affiliations,
the European consciousness ranks up to 50% or eware, and regional and local
identification is also rising.
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It may turn out that the European integration pssoeill be rather the rescue of nations and
national culture than its grave-digger, regardihg growing tide of global cultural and
political challenges. If we agree that every forfrcollective identity has to be mediated by
cultural discourse, then European culture meansimptmore than the conglomerate of
national cultures of Europe. It cannot be based @m common economic and security
interests, but needs an intense public discoursetahe finality and the principles of the
common European order, requires expressive synibolslentification, political and social
rights bound to European citizenship, and a comBoropean network of communication
that alleviates exchanges of ideas and culturalesalAs R. Lepsius put it, European culture
builds not on homogenisation of national cultures kather on the “translation” of them.
“European cultural policy is a policy of translatior he wrote. This way European identity
may prove to be rather the saviour of national tiies than their threatening and exclusive
alternative.

For the EU-candidate countries of East-Central-geribis vital that they can take part in the
process of forming a new European identity intockhihey should be included. They have
been already invited into the discussion abouttrestitutional, political frames of the future
Union. The European Union is still associated witbsperity, freedom and peace by the vast
majority of the population. Multiple identities Wie our fate in the globalized world anyway.
European identity is a variant of collective idgntvhich mediates between the national and
the still week but nearing cosmopolitan variantagbostmodern identity. It may provide a
chance to create a better and more homely worldddturopeans.
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Hanna Orsolya Vincze
Public Opinion in Absolutist Political Systems

The case of the public sphere (winter 2003)

Introduction

What distinguishes absolutist political systemsppposed to liberal democracies, is that in
the case of the former there is no public opinioat tyovernments would take into account:
this is an unspoken premise that informs much atimesearch both in the field of public
opinion and in that of absolutist political systeni$e article on public opinion of the
Encyclopaedia for Social and Behavioural Scierales seems to imply this:

Obviously, which opinions held by private persons@nments will find it prudent to
heed depends significantly on the political settitgshould not be surprising that
systematic attention to the workings of public apmhas been the most common in
modern liberal democracies, where the preferenodsbaliefs of ordinary citizens are
believed to be routinely consequential, whetheough elections of public officials,
voting in referenda, interest group activitiesptiter mechanisns.

The article does not give a definition of publicirepn other that the one in the above
guotation, but does refer to the difficulty of defig the notion. So does Habermas on the first
page ofThe Structural Transformation of the Public Sphdree book starts with a reference
to the elusive nature of the object of public opmresearch, and promises to contribute to the
clarification of the concept by providing a histotinderstanding for ft.From the very
beginning however Habermas switches from speakogiiapublic opinion to speaking about
the public sphere as a category of bourgeois sodieating the terms as coextensive. This is
not some sort of sloppiness on his part, but isngwith his understanding of public opinion
(in its meaning of critical judgement) as existiogly in the space of the lattéror,
conversely, his understanding of the (bourgeoid)lipusphere as the function of public
opinion?

Public opinion as “critical reflections of a pubkompetent to form its own judgements” is
thus a concept that in the framework of Habermastkwis not transferable to any other
context than that of the bourgeois civil societgr Ban it be “ideal-typically generalized.”
The same holds, he claims, the notion of the bauisgpublic sphere. These notions are

Lwm Bartels, “Public Opinion: Political Aspectsn David Sills,. ed.Encyclopedia of Social and Behavioral
SciencesiNew York: Elsevier Science, 2001, vol. 21., p.12560

2 Jurgen Haberma§he Structural Transformation of the Public Spheranslated by Thumas Birger and
Frederick Lawrence, Cambridge: Polity Press, 19952.)

3« ‘Opinion’, of course, did not evolve straightfeardly into ‘public opinion,’opinion publique,that late
eighteenth-century coinage that would refer toiaaitreflections of a public competent to form d@wn
judgements. Both of the original meanings — theenagminion and the reputation that emerged in threomof
opinions — were antithetical to the kind of ratitityeclaimed by public opinion.” (ibid. 90.)

4 ¢ ibid. 2.

> ibid. xvii.
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however often treated as ideal-types, and are aftersidered to be explanatory of other
cultural-historical situation$.

The fact that subtle authors like Zaret would djared Habermas’s explicit claim at socio-
historical specificity has to do with three aspeaafthis work. First, he treats the German term
burgerliche Gesellshaftas synonymous with the English “civil society,” Hamself
disregarding thus the fact that in the Scottishighténment, deeply influencing both Kant
and Hegel, the latter term was coterminous withlityyoor even human society in general,
whereas with the latter authors it came to meapeaifically modern developmehtSecond,
and more importantly, there is a strong normatseeat to the book, aiming, as Calhoun put
it, to recover “an institutional location for praal reason in public affairs and the
accompanying valid, if often deceptive, claims ofnfial democracy® Finally, Habermas
treats the bourgeois public sphere as the onlyipuphere proper: the representative
publicity that preceded it and that seems to rergenwvith the fall of the bourgeois one is a
“status attribute,” and not constituted as a saeialm?

If however the Habermasian concepts of public splerd public opinion are treated as
transferable and ideal-typical, and especiallyni disregards Habermas’ frequent affirmation
that the claims he discusses had a subjectiverrdthe objective validity, and were historical
realities in the former send®&many of his statements can be disproved. Thisrpapees that
the notion of public opinion understood as disateswvill formation via an “intersubjective
communicative procesS” is a concept that can be interpreted in, and jsamatory of
contexts distant in time, space and political aysteom the eighteenth Western European
bourgeois society, moreover in contexts that areveotionally described as absolutist, and
where consent is generally assumed to be enginégradidirectional domination rather than
dialogical communication. What follows however st @ criticism of Habermas, but rather
an attempt to put his concepts to uses that hedffim®l not. It is expected that in the course
of such a transfer the meaning of these concepgtsshift, and some common stereotypes
about absolutism as a political system will alsechqualification.

Representative Publicity, Absolutism and Public Opiion

In the narrative put forward by Habermas, the eeecg of the bourgeois public sphere is
preceded by the representative publicity of fewshaliln the High Middle Ages and feudalism

® See for example David Zaret, “Religion, Scienod &rinting on the Public Spheres in Seventeentitutye
England,” in Craig Calhoun, eddabermas and the Public Sphe@ambridge, MA and London, England:
The MIT Press, 1992, 212.

" Adam Ferguson for example argues that civil $gdgenatural, and certain elements of it are tddumd even
among “savage” people; see Adam Fergusbn, Essay on the History of Civil Socielgd. Fania Oz-
Salzberger, Cambridge: Cambridge University Pr&8895. On the reception of Scottish Enlightenment in
Germany see for example Norbert WasZike Scottish Enlightenment and Hegel's Accountiaf Society,
Dordrecht/Boston/New York, 1988.

8 Craig Calhoun, “Introduction: Habermas and thbliewsphere,” in idem, op.cit. 1.
% ¢f. Habermas op.cit. 7.

10 “Although the needs of bourgeois society were eaictly kind to the family's self-image as a sphefe
humanity-generating closeness, the ideas of fregdmra and cultivation of the person that grew ofithe
experiences of the conjugal family's private sphesre surely more than just ideology As an objectiv
meaning contained in an element in the structur¢hefactual institution, and without whose subjeti
validity society would not have been able to repicaditself, these ideas were also reality.” (idi@l.)

M The term is used by Calhoun to describe the navendtirust of Habermas; cf. Calhoun, op.cit. 5.
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a public sphere separate from lordship did notteRigblicness was a status attribute of those
in power. They were public persons in the sensettier power was represented publicly,
“not for, but ‘before’ the people? The people in their turn were necessary to theessm-
tation as spectators, but did not participate endbt of representation proper. Representation
was strictly coded, and thus “completely unlikephese of political communication. Rather,
as the aura of feudal authority, it indicated sostiatus.® It had no specific location, but was
a code of conduct.

When an impersonal public power separate from #rsgn of the ruler comes into being,
with bureaucracies and standing armies, regulatigety from above (this is what Habermas
describes as one of the main developments of aimu)l* a private sphere is also
constituted, private here meaning deprived, i.elugled from the exercise of power. In the
process by which the feudal powers disintegrate andmpersonal public authority comes
into being, civil society also develops “as the gjaa domain of private autonomy” opposed
to the staté> Public communication is in this period still domiad by the publicity of
representation, until the end of the seventeemitucg, when the press in the strict sense of
the word, meaning regular and public supply of neamsl anonymous access to it, comes into
being® From the separation of the public authority frdm private sphere of civil society a
public made up of private citizens and mediatingwleen the two comes into being. It
converts the institutions of discussion extant he ftiterary public sphere, takes a stance
against absolutism, and claims for itself the righestablishing the right policies, and finally
comes to understand itself the basis of the'faw.

The above outline does not do justice to the corityle®f Habermas’ argument, leaving out
important elements like the economic foundationtherexperience of the conjugal family. It
highlights however the elements of the Habermasemwdportant for the purposes of this
paper. First, representative publicity is underdtas “indication,” “visualisation,” “domina-
tion” rather than communication. Second, the argunagainst absolutism centres around
legitimacy and the source of the law, its stakenpevhether society should be regulated by
norms defined by the sovereign and communicated mormative one-way discourse, or
whether the norms should be established in a dadbgommunication and obeyed both by
society and the ruler.

This account raises a problem common not only togrtaas, but to many works dealing with
issues of public opinion, public sphere and stat@gr. As summarised by Charles Hirsch-
kind, there is a tendency in liberal thought “tewithe individual as necessarily in conflict
with the community and the forms of collective didioe that undergrid it*® The polarity

Hirschkind senses in framing the analysis of thesusf modern religious media, the polarity
between deliberative and normative processes,asacteristic of a wide body of works, with
scholars focusing on deliberative aspects strestiegpossibilities of argument, contestation

12 Habermas op.cit. 8.
B ibid. 8.

“ibid. 11.

ibid. 12.

%ipid. 16.

17 ¢t idib. 53-54.

18 Charles Hirschkind, “Civic Virtue and Religiousd&®n: An Islamic CounterpublicCultural Anthropology
16. 2001. 3.

24



and dialogue,” while those focusing on the normeataspects stressing the disciplinary,
ideological oned? And, as Sheyla Benhabib put it, Habermas doesritnfrem liberal
political theories the opposition between publielstablished social norms and the private
matters of values, needs, conceptions of good™liféhinking in the framework of this
opposition leads to serious difficulties in conegising non-democratic political systems
and the place of public opinion in them. It indegdes birth to the presupposition we started
with, namely that a relevant public opinion is @nogative of liberal democracies. The most
obvious case in point is absolutism, where nornes supposed to be established by the
unconstrained sovereign will of the ruler, as atgal system in which there is no place for
deliberation.

Whether there is such a thing as “actually exiseihgolutism” is of course a problem subject
to continuous debate. Unconstrained sovereign edt reasonably be supposed to have
existed as a theoretical claim rather than as &mabgpolitical practice, the executive and
penetrative power of European states generally irengain the early modern period either
weak, or in need to rely on local communities anstiiutions established from beldW.
Moreover, the term is nor free from value implicas. In Anglo-Saxon literature in tends to
have negative overtones, associated with reasetatd, an alienated bureaucracy, militarism
etc., whereas in Continental, and especially in€tasEurope it is seen as a positive develop-
ment bringing about equality before the law, prangteducation, a rational administration,
economic development and so forth. Europeans merdend to regard the use of the term in
non-European contexts as a euphemism for autoaratyespotism.

It seems that absolutism needs to be treated bheaaetical claim of historic agents and a
model used by researchers much the same as therkbdi@n bourgeois public sphere.
Conceptualizing them however as diametrically oppaslong the line of presence or absence
of a relevant public opinion, or along the normetdeliberative opposition leads to problems
in understanding the political systems describe@dt@lutist and the performativity of the
different public utterances produced in them.

European Renaissance and humanism is a case in Pabilicness in this world is, according
to the Habermas model, represented before the @@o@ unidirectional communication —
transmission, rather. This model however does ngustice to role of the court literati who
staged the spectacle of representation. As Saneloe Bas argued, this is the period when the
intelligentsia as a distinct social stratum comew® ibeing by symbolically confronting
political power and claiming for itself the right testablish who is worthy of fame and
glory?? The whole practice of the humanist “cult of pemsiies” can be understood as
emphasizing the represented ideas, not the repeesparsons. Understood in this way, the
discourse of the humanists is aimed at the priaoe, by idealizing him they are in fact
pointing to the ideal relationship between the ggiand the intellectuals, which the prince is
expected to uphold. Thus the representation otphnvirtues is aimed at two “publics:” it
does represent princely power before the peopleladermas would have it, but it also urges
the possessors of the power to follow the normeesgmted to them. In doing so, they cannot

19 ipid.

20 ¢t Sheyla Benhabib, “Models of Public Space: HanArendt, the Liberal Tradition, and Jirgen Halzsh
in Calhoun op.cit. 88.

21 vak Krieken, referring to Le Goff and Sutherlapajnts out that in pre-Revolutionary France mosipbe
could live almost entirely outside the realm of gtate. (Robert van Krieken, “Social Discipline dBthte
Formation”,Amsterdams Sociologisch Tijdschfif. 1990. 3-28.

22 ¢f. Sandor Benelheatrum PoliticumDebrecen: Kossuth Egyetemi Kiadd, 1999, 44.
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be understood in the normative-deliberative oppositTrue, the frame of reference is not

universal reason, but a set of received norms ahaes. These are however attributes the
prince is not born with, but is expected to sttiowards, directed by a circle of court literati

that thus constitute a relevant public.

Mirrors of princes proliferating in seventeenth wey Hungary well illustrate the theoretical
consequences of the preliminary understandingetgeech situation they are formulated in.
These text are generally considered by Hungaristotiography theories of absolutism, con-
nected to the existence of a supposedly absolltistsylvanian principality® “Absolutism”

in this context vaguely means something like “calitation” and is assumed to be the mark
of “enlightenment” and “modernity,” with the ensgipositive value judgement$The main
line of argument of these “Calvinist theories obalntism” is that the ruler is ordained by
God must govern together with theagisteriumin conformity to divine law. The call for the
participation of themagisterium,the representatives of the communities (mostly, ittt
necessarily meaning religious ones) as well aslahguage of obligation and obedience
generally characteristic of divine law theoffeallude to a speech situation in which authors
are formulating expectations towards the princed ant only representing his power as
ordained by God and thus legitimate, though thed rfee legitimization, especially in the
international arena during the period of the int@tion of the principality in the Thirty Years
War with Ottoman support was indeed an importacitiofa Again, the speech situation is not
simply one of unidirectional, normative communioati but works in two ways. The two
ways are however not to be understood as the peaiprof the deliberative discussions of an
autonomous public sphere, rather as simultane@usiing at two separate audiences. Let us
recall the double meaning odepresentatian the period: apart from its meaning of public
display of status, highness, excellence ®tit,also meant grievances, the presentation of
requests and accusations of breach of laws, retdéigedoms and customary norms on part
of the ruler before him.

Opting for a normative model of understanding jpeditcommunication in a regime described
as absolutist defines the structure of Selim Déisn@he Well-Protected Domains. Ideology
and the Legitimation of Power in the Ottoman Empi&76-1909. Deringil defines his
project as an analysis of the working of ideologpressing the hegemony of power in the
Ottoman Empiré® thus opts from the very beginning for a model afidirectional

2 For a comprehensive overview of these texts sed Hargittay, Gloria, fama, literatura, Budapest:
Universitas, 2001.

4 The government of Transylvania in the seventeestitury is however hard to describe as absolutesjal
historians dealing with the government of Transgigaand the nature of princely power in the period
generally stress that realm of princely power @xiended to his own private and crown estatesjtamals in
these realms that his actions were not bound +ewprdated — by positive law. The lack of an aristog and
the weakness of the estates, as well as the fattthile prince tended to be the richest landownethef
principality were however not enough to let prinpemetrate realms regarded as belonging to thesrmbl
urban estates, including jurisdiction and taxatiDescribing it as absolutist carries however thiempidal of
redeeming it from charges of despotism often ledelagainst the Ottoman vassal princes both by their
subjects and Western contemporaries. (cf. EvBims,Making of the Habsburg Monarchy 1500-1,70&ford:
Clarendon Press, 1979, 268-9.)

% The suggestion that divine right theory is a tlgegirobligation of both ruler and subjects was mbge. W.
Allen in English Political Thought 1603-1660ondon: Methuen, 1938, 99-101.

26 ¢f. Habermas op.cit. 7.
27 London / New York: I.B.Tauris, 1998.
28 ibid. 3.
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communication from above. In line with this, he teathe analysis in terms recalling the
Habermasian understanding of representative ptiplithe Hamidian regime stresses “the
personal visibility of the ruler? it regularizes urban spaces to create an appeacgrarder
and regulatiorf® The efforts to promote education and to increabmiristrative efficiency
are portrayed as an exercise in Sozialdisciplimgrt

The problem that Deringil avoids is however thectiem of society to the state’s attempt at
penetration, though the narrative he puts forwaehs in line with the argument that the
modernizing state in need of resources attempaseretrate society to a degree unseen before.
At this point however in a Habermasian model ofwmking of the public sphere a conflict
between state and society ought to come aboutnigéal the creation of an autonomous civil
society. The lack of discussing the domestic pubjinion is even more trenchant since
Deringil defines the legitimacy crisis of the stHiat seems to be competing for the loyalty of
his subjects as well as for international recognitas manifesting itself both in the internal
and the external arena:

Just as the state was permeating levels of sottibéyd never reached before, making
unprecedented demands on its people, it createdstraims on society, leading to what
Jurgen Habermas has called a ‘legitimacy crisislagitimation deficit.” Nor was this
legitimacy crisis confined to the relationship bétOttoman centre with its own society.
In the international arena also, the Ottomans fotleenselves increasingly obliged to
reassert their legitimate right to existenée...

Stating the presence of internal legitimation srisie then proceeds to account for the diverse
techniques the state applied to counter it, and tbediscussing the world public opinion.
Domestic public opinion thus does not appear azlament of the account, presumably
because he does not find counterparts of the wefteums and workings of public opinion
in the Ottoman context. The reader is left withyohints to attempts at banning religious
functionaries from discussing political issi@st instances of closing down schools training
the bureaucracy, and then to the “tacit knowledgfethe service elite that finally overthrows
the regime* The scattered examples of suppressive state @mtons against the service
elite and religious leaders of course raises thestipn whether they constituted a public
sphere and articulated a public opinion that tla¢esheeded to compete with or counteract.
Deringil's answer seems to be no, and the metaphtiacit knowledge” he employs is very
telling in this respect.

Describing the Ottoman Empire’s attempt at modetion, Deringil thus seems to fall into
the trap of thinking in terms of a normative, didiriary vs. a deliberative model of public

29 ihid. 18., also 33, 35. etc.
30ihid. 31.

31 Though Deringil does not use the term, he is dasgr a practice aimed at penetrating society amthing
loyal subject, see especially chapter 3, “To enjbim Good and to Forbid Evil: Conversion and Idgal
Reinforcement,” 68-93.

32ihid. 0.
33 ipid. 41.
34 ibid. 167-173.
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communication, and by opting for the former he @dannclude into the model the importance
or public religious teaching’.

Transcending the Deliberative vs. Normative Opposion

The equation of divine right theories with those aifsolutism understood as unlimited
sovereignty in European historiograptiyas well as the wider failure of conceptualizing
arguments cast in religious terms or making refegeo a strict code of norms and values as
manifestations of a public opinion goes back toeapeér binary opposition, rooted in the
Enlightenment, and informing much of current thaudhis the opposition of reason and
reasoning, reflected in the double meaning of tleenanRasonmenHabermas alludes to:
“simultaneously the invocation of reason and itsddinful disparagement as malcontent
gripping.”” With the rise of market economy, Enlightenmentugfet about a belief in
universal natural law guiding the behaviour of tharket, and the belief in the capacity of the
reason of participants of the market economy t@wuecthe truth of these laws, following the
model of the empirical natural sciences. Publim@pi becomes thus “the reasoned form of
access to truth® This development was coupled with the privatizatiof religion as a
domain of belief, of the realm of subjective valdkat must not be allowed into the public
sphere. This understanding of reason as universalsacular belongs however a kind of
reasoning specific to the Enlightenment, as TalahdA suggested, thus inappropriate in
understanding non-Enlightenment traditions. Thikl&idor both European and non-European
contexts:

Islamic states are typically regarded as absojwdrsd the practice of public criticism is
seen alien to them. But how did Europeans in treabéearly modernity connect public
critical discourse with religion while living undan absolute rulef?

Asad answers the latter question by showing how @véant public argument is connected
to obedience to the ruler, as well as the factidlaion was relegated to the private sphere as
personal experience opposed to true knowledge becadwring the Reformation strifes this
was what the interest of strong centralized stagegired. This is what motivates Kant,
Lipsius or Locke’® The argument has consequences on the understamidinglic opinion
and criticism in non-Enlightenment absolutist state

This is not to say that non-Enlightenment sociatiesot know what reasoned criticism
is, or that non-liberal governments can never peth@ public expression of critical

% The case he hints to is an article rebutting anlslamic one, nevertheless the newspaper wasmepded
because religious functionaries were not supposebdet “troubling minds;” nor were they supposed & b
teaching “on matters of election and politics."idib41.) They obviously were doing so.

38 Eor an overview of this question in Western Euesphistoriography see Glenn Burgesbsolute Monarchy
and the Stuart Constitutiolew Haven / London: Yale University Press, 199§, ehapter 4, “The Divine
Right of Kings Reconsidered,” 91-124.

37 Habermas op.cit.27.
38 Calhoun op.cit. 17.

3 Talal Asad,Genealogies of Religion. Discipline and ReasonBafer in Christianity and IslapBaltimore /
London, 1993, 200.

4%ihid. 205-206.
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dissent. On the contrary: institutionalized formf asiticism, made accessible to
anonymous readers and listeners, are integral ity man-Enlightenment statés.

Asad analyzes the practice of Tresin Saudi Arabia, the advice that is given fomeone’s
good and moral edification. The practice is intengsfor the wider topic of public opinion
and criticism because it is morally corrective, glmiakes reference to moral norms and values
that in the Habermas model of the bourgeois pudgizere is no be relegated to the realm of
private preferences. Asad is however convincingriguing that the practice is a form of
institutionalized public criticism of the governmiewhich is supposed to be ruling according
to the divinely sanctioned law, the shar Thus it is a criticism that is both religiousdan
political, and is also dialogic and argumentative.

A similar analysis of the practice of da’'wa, definley Asad as the extension of Thesfrom
criticism to the call for the cultivation of the reeal Muslim virtue&? is offered by Charles
Hirschkind. He analyzes the production and consiompbf cassette sermons in Egypt,
showing that it is possible to conceptualize pubtiticism and argumentative public opinion
without opposing the disciplinary function of this@burse to the critical one. The practice of
da'wa, the argument goes, takes place in an etBmate, and the disciplinary practice of
ethical self-improvement is a condition for pagp®&iion as well as an aim of participation in
the public sphere. If the thrust of Asad’s argumiertb show that this practice is a possible
way of expressing public criticism of governmentrddhkind conceptualizes it as a counter-
public that cultivates attitudes which contravehe efforts of the government to create
“modern” citizens, but one which is aimed not sochmuat the government as at the
participants:

Within this arena, speech is deployed in order dastruct moral selves, to reshape
character, attitude and will in accord with conteon@ry standards of pious behaviour.
The efficacy of the argument here devolves notysole its power to attain cognitive
assent on the basis of its superior reasoning, asldvbe the case in dome versions of
the liberal public sphere, but also on its abiltty move the moral self toward correct
modes of being and actifiy

The advocation of correct behaviour, either on pathe government, as in Asad’s case or on
part of the fellow community members, as in Hirstaks, takes place in a dialogical public
sphere. The arguments are formulated not with cegauniversalizability, but with regard to
religious norms, which however, along certain ngrane also subject to interpretation.

The above speech situation exhibits the structthiatracteristics of the Habermasian model
without some of its substantive elements (like arsal secular reason modelled after
scientific inquiry) that can be shown to be histally embedded into a different context; it is
dialogical and argumentative, where argumentatakes place with regard to commonly
accepted norms.

Asad’s conceptualization of the flas as the duty of the subjects to criticize therdhat
fails to obey divinely sanctioned law, or “God'setal commandé* is structurally similar to
the exercise of European divine right theoristgwlag a legitimacy for the ruler grounded in
divine law, and at the same time assuming a ctistance in urging the rulers to obey the

*Libid. 207-208.

*ibid. 219.

43 | . .
Hirschkind op.cit. 14.

4 psad op.cit. 206.
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same law. From this point of view the fact that sabstance of divine law in Christianity is
not the same as the Islamic gharis true, but irrelevant. Furthermore, the dowsfdiation

of the Egyptian khtbba’ situates them in a position from where they fmamulate utterances
into both directions, both towards the ruler ané tommunity, much in the way pre-
Enlightenment European literati did.

What remains to be established is a terminologiesignation for the public sphere where
public opinion is formulated in the manner aboveadibed, transcending the normative/dis-
ciplinary vs. deliberative opposition.

In the Habermas model, the non-bourgeois or nardibpublicity framed by religious and
moral norms would be called representative pullicithe Habermasian notion of represen-
tative publicity however does not allow for a redat public opinion, for a public sphere of
argumentation and deliberation, in fact not evarafpublic proper, because of the lack of the
public-private divide in the modern sense (thoulgé inapplicability of the public-private
opposition is also characteristic of the practidescribed above.)

Asad opts for deconstructing the opposition betwienliberal notion of the public sphere
and opinion and the one framed in religious andcathterms, and thus implicitly the
opposition between the former as deliberative ws.later as normative, by showing that the
supposedly legalistic and neutral frame of refeesraf the former are also deeply moralistic,
embedded in a Christian tradition. Moreover, thguarent goes, the scientific reasoning
which the rationality of public argument in libeisdcieties is supposed to be modelled upon
is subject to debate, the secularity of the cultsupposedly based on this reason is also
doubtful®> and the supposition that secular arguments arerisufio religious ones by being
less rigid and coercive is blatantly disproved gy €xamples of coercion provided by modern
secular regimes.

Hirschkind, echoing Nancy Fraser, opts for the tacounterpublic,” alluding to the fact that
the practice of da'wa does not uphold the civilisgcthat would be made up of citizens
cultivating “the moral and political exigencies amibdes of self-identification of national
citizenship™® that the state would like to promote, and thusoame called a “public” in the

modernizing sense of the word.

Sandor Bene when grappling with the reality of dljguthat makes use of the new print
media to formulate its expectations in both thedion of the ruler and that of the society
uses the terms quasi public sphere and virtuaipsaphere!’

These attempts either come up with negative de&first or deconstruct the notion against
which their concepts are formulated. But they adlnage to preserve the notions of public,
public opinion and public sphere in the contexipofitical systems described as absolutist.
Thus it seems that what is not viable is qualifyittgese notions as “representative,”
“bourgeois,” liberal” or “absolutist.” The latteroncept would also need redefinition if the
political systems it is applied to allows for thestitutionalization of public criticism and can

be expected to obey divinely sanctioned laws utigdedirection of public opinion. So would

the “representative” and “bourgeois” qualifierspith can be shown to exhibit elements of

5 A criticism of the theory of secularization andangument for the possibility and indeed existenfcpublic
religions in the modern Western world also wasfpaward by Jose Casanova, in Rigblic Religions in the
Modern World Chicago / London, 1994.

46 idib. 18.

*" Bene op.cit. 91.
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the othef”® Doing away with the qualifiers will of course nmintribute to making the notions
themselves less elusive, a taske Structural Transformation of the Public Sphests out to
complete. The exercise itself however might adihér normative usefulness.

*8 Eor elements of the bourgeois public sphere imesgmtative publicity see Bene op. cit.; for therigeois
public sphere exhibiting arks of representativelipith see Richard Sennetfhe Fall of the Public Man,
London, 1995.
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Eva Tall
Strengthening Local and Regional Identities:

Challenges of a New Regional System in Hungary

Introductory remarks

The recent historical process ongoing in Hungaryore of those rare, very important
occasions when people are deeply involved in ingmbrdecisions that give individuals the
possibility to conduct their own fate and life. Gequently this is a unique chance to re-
organise and bring up-to-date the social and ecanoefations — inside and outside our
country. But the world around, and especially oudew home, Europe, is continuously
changing, too.

The group of new democracies in Central and Easiarape had similarities in their history
(once they remained back from the mainstream oétdmmomic developments), they suffered
from similar social and political impacts under tide of their socialist regimes (dictatorial
decision making process of the state party, cdwtfarced planning methods, central
monopolisation of profit and politically selecteedrstribution of resources among territorial
units) and most of them has a common wish to jegnEuropean Union.

In spite of those similarities the new Eastern pesam societies came out from socialism with
different conditions and unequal chances. We cdimetat least three distinct models (the so
called Visegrad countries, the Commonwealth of peshelent States and the countries in the
Balkans) with various images about their futureeyriwant democracy, but it turned out that

this concept had different meanings in the devalapdustrial countries, too. Consequently,

the key question of the new century for us will bew to find a sustainable democratic model
for ourselves that will help us to develop the doyto the satisfaction most of its people.

There are several outstanding analyses about tentréransitory processes in the new
democracies of Central-Eastern-Europe, especialijuingary’ | will now select only a thin
dimension of this literature and show you some he&f several researches and theoretical
speculations about the developing strategies art@$aof our country. You will get a draft
picture about the different regional divisions uséd different purposes of public
administration, and a short overview of the new

Local Governments and Civic Society in Hungary

First let me to mention some facts and pieces afi@p about the new system of territorial
governments and the development in the civic spciet

49 Schlett, I.: Political Structure in Hungary. Inolfical Culture in Hungary and Czechoslovakia. @ioni
Agnelli Foundation (ed.) Torino 1990, p. 66-80. &t) L. — Simon, J.: The change in Citizen’s pciiti
orientations during the Transition to Democracyungary. In: Public Opinion Survey and Election di¢s
1990-1991. IPS of HAS, Budapest, 1990. VoélgyesRdlitical culture in Hungary. In: Grothausen, C: (&d.)
Gottingen 1987, p. 204f. Simon, J.: Die Stille Ration in Ungarn und die politische Kultur. In: R#ution
and Rekonstruktion in Ostmitteleuropa, Ed. FreiévUBerlin, 1991, pp. 81-86.

A new quarterly is published by the Central Eusopédolitical Science Association: Central European
Political Science Review. (Ed. Simon, J.) Among lgitest analyses are Hulvely, I.: Party Movementthie
Hungarian Democracy. Central European Politicagisa® Review 2001, Nr. 3.p. 152-174.
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The new type of public administration, the netwofkndependent self-governing settlements
proved to be one of the most promising sectorshefHungarian society even taking into
consideration the several challenges and obstd@ésurned up during this decade.

Hungary became an associated member of the Eurdpeiam along with other countries
applying for membership in the European Union. Toeinant mentality (core system of
values) of its population till 1945 had been ess#iyt similar to that of the Western
democracies. Although Hungary has never been g tiemocratic society and the political
mobilisation reached only a smaller part of the ylation, since the beginning of the9
century, there have always been wide discussiom@rmifferent political parties (socialists,
liberals and conservatives) for solving the proldeaf national independence and social
progress.

The welfare states, constituting the kernel of Hi¢, had tried to unify their economic,
political and legal systems and institutions, wlatéhe same time the individual nation-states
were experiencing a protracted crisis of values.

It became apparent that the model of the welfate stid not function well during recession.

Due to (the nature of) global problems, sustaindkelelopment has become the key word for
dealing with global issues. The less civilised amdanised village has already (taken on)
become a special value in the West, whereas weeirtast have just begun to dream about
competitive farms. (In other words, our experts engkans to complete the conditions and
infrastructure of a profitable rural production atide concentration of the means of
production.) We have to overcome or delay by phalsen we know that we cannot jump
stages in development. Thus, we, with the othet Easopean countries should adjust to a
democratic Europe having welfare arrangements amdrket economy, and which itself is
undergoing change and not a homogenous one.

3. The issue omation and supra-nationalityhitherto playing a decisive role, is related o a
this from the point of political and cultural idégt National identityand the sovereignty of
the nation have been considered ‘eternal’ valndsurope Emerging into a capitalist system
could only be realised within the framework of tiaion-state. Hungary began to fight for its
national independence in the beginning of th& téntury, and the first success was the
Declaration of Independence during the bourgeoisluéion and war for national autonomy
in 1948-49.

Since the middle of the eighties the main dilemrpdditical thinking has been what kind of
state we would like. The dilemma had been solved bliortcut, because one main feature of
the Hungarian economy was and remained the ladteefcapital. To be able to restructure
and modernise our economical structure, Hungarytbaggotiate with the World Bank and
the IMF. Those international institutions contirmisupporting policy that is bound to special
demands in constituting the extent, mechanism grttkrs of influence of the state-
machinery. From a paternalistic, omnipotent stageh&d to switch to a “slimmer” state.
Consequently after the change of the regime, Hynlgad to give up a lot of achievement in
social and family services (that were given to peauring the “anti-democratic” socialist
rule). These cuts in the social welfare systemth&dn place before the defence-mechanisms
of society had a chance to take a foothold, bugdip non-governmental organisations of the
civic society’® We can assume that the fulfilment of this taséirie of the biggest challenges
for the Hungarian society.

0 5ee e.g. State and Civil Society. (Ed.: Gathy,INsjitute for Sociology/HAS, Budapest, 1998.

33



From the mid-1980s onwards, parallel to the plameddrm of the Hungarian legal system,
the study ofpolitical values, political culture and politicahstitutions(such as parties) also
began, and one of its centres was the InstituteStocial Science (today thastitute of
Political Science of HAS' Another important workshop of political science tise
Department of Political Science of the Universifygzonomics headed by Attila Agh. These
workshops were able to produce results in the fidldhe system opolitical institutions
political culture, democratic elections, dhe issues obcal power and the politics of local
governments)and in the different aspects of systemic chabgemocratisation of decision-
making, citizens’ electoral behaviour, party preferes of the inhabitants are new fields of
research nowadays.

In the 1980’s thecivic organisationswere set ugo oppose central authoritghus its local
depositories (the councils) regarded them with sisp It is no wonder then, political
equality and theparticipation of residents in local decisions were among |ldast accepted
values in a survey on leader’s values and attitufiee survey was conducted among local
politicians, mayors and representatives of locakgoments in 1992

Professional knowledgacientific output, education, honour and locakipésm also had an
explanatory force that could be assessed. In 198%@ than half of those questioned despised
people primarily with deviant behaviour, in otheonds alcoholics, people living in unsettled
families, the lazy and uneducated ones.

Democracy, market economy and changes in value sgst

In 1989-90 radical changes took place in the sistiabuntries of Central and Eastern Europe.
After four decades of pausejulti-party electionswere held again in Hungary too. The
Christian-Conservative government of the Parliamregarded the destruction of the social-
ideological base of late socialism as their tasgether with shaking the ‘official’ order of
values of socialism. Within a short period, the nearliament established the fundamental
legal and institutional conditions of a pluraligndocracy, the state based on law and market
economy. Laws (on restitution, etc.) and governnmegdsures soon transformed considerably
the structures of economic production and of theeyahip of the means of production.

One of the special features of Hungarian transftionds that systemic change actually did
not begin several years ago but in the mid-198&'s] the transformation of the ownership
structure of the economy was launched in the lahties by the transformation of state
enterprises and certain institutions into companies1968 the so-called ‘new economic
mechanism’ brought back the concepts of individirad group interests, gains (profits, if you
like) and losses into the economy. The rural Huiagasociety profited a great deal from
these changes, because new opportunities opendtbf® who lived from agriculture, to earn
more than what was needed for their livelihdytheir higher outpuand invested work.

®1 See the works of Kulcsér, K.: 1995, Balogh, 1.949B5hm, A. — Szoboszlai, Gy.: 1990, 1995, Gazso, F.-
Kéri, L.: 1995, Stumpf, I., and of others.

52 Bshm, A.: Systemic Change and the Local Governmed@31Tall, E. (Ed.): Changes and Transformations
on the top of the Local Power. IPS/HAS, BudapeS83land Mayors — Beyond the Euphoria. IPS/HAS,
Budapest, 1995.

%3 See the results of the international survey “NeamiDcracy and the Local Governance”, Hungarian Réyor
A. Bohm and E. Polgar-Tall, In: Tall, E. (Ed.): Glyes and Transformations on the top of the LocaléPo
IPS/HAS, Budapest, 1993.
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The expansion of the income making possibilitiegesgped primarily in the so-callesstcond
economyThus there was no shortageemiterprising spirif rural society appreciated initiatives
that could be successfully imitated. The ability adjust and use entrepreneurial skills
(acquired and learned in tisecond economyhas definitely been utilised since the systemic
change of 1990. The elimination, transformation pridatisation of thousands of jobs made
the earlier insignificanitnemployment rate a large scalae (in early 1993 the national figure
was above 13.6 per cent), and the majority of peoylo were left jobless were mainly in the
agricultural regions of the country. As the indisdtistructure was highly centralised, the
closing down of urban factories also meant liquitajobs of those people commuting from
the villages. People not finding jobs in the citieturned to their village residence and found
it difficult to readjust to the family customs ahdnds, to the old values, all the more so as it
was difficult to find jobs. Asignificant regional differentiatiorcan be identified in the
situation of rural areas: the eastern part of thénFand the north-eastern part of the country
are the most backward, unemployment is highessahdol education is the lowest.

The contradictions of the village have become namete rather than disappearing as a
result of the systemic change

a. The wealthy could further improve their positexmd presumably were better able to assert
their economic interests in the system of local egomnents than previously. Class-like
differences based on property ownership could agvagain.

b. Presumably the number of the poor would growl, thie situation of the lower strata — also
partly because of their well-known backwardnesghia field of education — may further
deteriorate. Unemployment also affects these group®. Hence it is quite likely that fewer
than the average from these strata would partieipatiocal public life and in shaping
decisions. Many of them have a diminishing charfcentering the labour market because of
being unskilled and out of work for a long timeushin the long run, causing increasing
problems to the local governments and to their fiami

c. Children of the elite and the intelligentsia remsingly leave the village without any
perspective, adding to the growth of regional défeces by the reduction of the degree of the
integration of settlements.

Subsistence economy continues to have a big raleeisupply of families due to ttess of
certain markets Standing on ‘several feet’ has always been ingmbrin the rural families’
way of life, which made it possible to live on sdheg even during the bad years. The loss
of the eastern markets, the forced liquidation afdpictive co-operatives, the intentional
withering of agriculture, and the dissonance ofcprement systems, such a strategy of
foresight, striving for security, is not enough amye.

Apparently the state — under the influence of ecan@ressure — has withdrawn from such
fields where it should not yet have done. As certegal regulations, measures orienting the
market and information and legal security in gehexge missing, the agricultural producer
has to undertake bigger than tolerable risks.

d. New possibilities and forms of family propertyavations have developed. The size of land
and property continues to be the basipm@stigewithin the village, irrespective of the fact
that the profitability of agriculture continues be low, taxes are high and getting credit is
clumsy. The present obstacles to modern cultivaimmiude the unpredictability of legal
norms and the lack of preliminary information oe ttonstantly changing system of taxation.
All this leads to théack of stability indispensable to agricultural production.

e. People wishing to settle down and work here h@ree from other countries; they are
Hungarians as well as foreigners, a large parthaf are ready to learn Hungarian. Those who
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stay here enrich the experiences, knowledge obfitie inhabitants; they raise new points of
consideration and bring along different modes objm solution. It is also true that some of
the immigrants are illegal job-seekers or criminal$ding to the problems of settlements.

There are many refugees in comparison to earlit'erwwe had hardly encountered the
phenomenon, and as such, we were not preparedatovdé them; a sense of solidarity is

also vanishing amidst the deteriorating economiedé@ns. Tolerating those who work in

the black market raises several moral issues.

f. Under socialism there was one single party certee public resolutions and leaking
mechanisms jointly contributed to the ‘regulategremad of information. Now there are
several political centres and different forums et€idion-making, the people participating in
the preparation of decisions has increased, thusfeséing the typicatlifferences in ideology
and political attitudes.Accordingly, the three main directions, thenservative (national,
Christian), the liberal and the social democratharacterising pluralist democracies have
also emerged, competing for political powas their crystallisation is still in progress, the
political parties cannot be unambiguously clasdifeenong the followers of one trend or
another; furthermore several parties are fightinin wach other for the representation of the
different trends.

One of the most exciting subjects of discussiomo fardoes the Hungarigoarty structure
represent the social structure of the society

Only a small proportion of those who tried the lgapath out of economic compulsion were
able to become entrepreneurs. The reason may hoberthe lack of capital (credit) and of
the ability to change constantly, but also thahié o the logic and order of market economy
values (the sanctity of private property, efficigncprofit orientation, co-operation,
confidence, etc.) had to induce serious changeeaple’s conscience and these changes did
not take place with the same speed. Presentlysphead of these skills and new outlook is
not promoted by the major part of the educatiogsiesn either.

Theentrepreneurial groupexpanding the middle strata of the society (by tioey constitute
aboutone-tenth of the adult populatiphas grown in the same proportion in the citiesnas
the rural areas, according to the surveys of thetr@eStatistical Office, and this has opened
up a significant new channel to social mobility eTlargest number of owners having property
or land suitable for production was registerechm agricultural strata (71 %, and 32 % in the
entire sample). Ivdn Szelényi's international syreé 1993 showed that several of the most
successful, big entrepreneurs came from famili@s Were able to produce for the market
even before the socialist/liberal coalition cante ito power in 1994.

In the years following systemic change, the de@edshe output of economy paralleled the
decrease of the real income of the population. gileevth of real income has been strongly
restricted by government measures, at least ibubdgetary sphere.

The degree of social differentiation has grown:levin 1980 the income difference between
the topmost decile (tenth) and the decile of peagile were the worst off was 3.9 times as
much as in Sweden. By 1993, this difference greainwst six times (similar to Germany) as
indicated by the data of the Hungarian HouseholieP@ survey conducted by the Budapest
University of Economics and TARKI).

Social differentiation resulted in certain segmeintyeasing their incomes more than the
growth of the inflation rate. (Such were the top amddle level leaders, the intellectuals and
the independent craftsmen and merchants). At time $ene the income of white-collar office

workers and skilled workers fell by ten per cemtd ahe income of unskilled workers and
those employed in agriculture significantly decezhsven in comparison to the average.
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The number of poor people has increased, homelesshieonstantly growing, and the social
net has holes in many places. (One of the firsicoorganisations — made up mostly of
intellectuals — was the Poor Support Fund, preWoagpersecuted group of dissenters in the
eighties.) An ever-increasing part of the populatiomostly the elderly and the children —
lives below the minimum level living standards.

According to the results of the 1992 Household Pamel on the basis of the per capita
income of households, the largest number of pom wahouseholds of adult dependants,
unemployed, peasant farmers, agricultural workeds the unskilled workers. The idea that
the state (the taxpayer) should only support theadled* meritorious poot, and not the ‘lazy
ones’ and those of deviant behaviour is disputeshdoy social scientists.

The other end of the social differentiation is caded by the fact that there is a thin stratum
that has acquired wealth. Again there are twoualt$ related to individual growth: one
considers these careers as examples to be emudateatjel to be followed. The other attitude
is rather hostile towards wealth and growing ri€his is partly a remnant of opposition to
private property in socialism, which unambiguousyived it from exploitation, but more so
because of the principle of social justice, whield lbeen a permanent part of our life at least
on the level of party resolutions and political ldeations. Even today many people hold that
one can grow rich only illegally, at the cost oherts, and that someone (the state?) should
stop the further growth of income differences. Maagard capitalist competition and the
market unjust which applies equal measures to people coming fumequal social and
cultural background, particularly in times of resies, when there is a diminishing chance of
experiencing the balancing force of the ‘sociaésahet’.

| believe that those occupations by which more miarel privileges can be gained have been
promoted and the knowledge necessary to it hasgeldariPresumably the acknowledgement
of that knowledge, necessary to performing theseipations, is pushed into the background
for the time being, as people do not seem famaign it.
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Eva Tall
Systemic Change in Hungary

At the beginning of the 1990s the Eastern and @eBtuiropean new republics had to solve at
least three difficult tasks simultaneously and vguickly. The first task was to introduce and

codify the democratic political system by a legaie Parliament. The second goal was to
transform the crisis-economy into a privatized nearkconomy. Thirdly, we were obliged to

re-centralize the public administration and moderrthe monolith socialist-type system of
territorial and local councils.

Political scientists generally agree that the fpsickage was better received in Hungary,
because the basic concepts and the transformatmmalhad already been prepared during
the 1980s by jurists, opposition politicians andiabscientist.

For the restructuring and modernization of the Huian economy there was not enough
domestic working capital, so we had to negotiatth vioreign and international banks for
financing large projects. The deal came at a higst detween 1990-1993 one and half
million jobs vanished because of bankruptcy or inpsof factories. One third of the
previously active people lost their jobs. It wagating and disappointing, but people still
supported the transition. The international bardgegus conditional credits. Hungarians were
not prepared for such conditions. We had to stabithe Hungarian currency by constant
devaluation. The state was obliged to decreasesttite expenditures, e.g. the financing of
health care, education, culture and science.

At the same time new local governments were estaddi on the remains of the Soviet-type
council system and these democratically electedidegfe organisations had to face all the
challenges of deep social and political changes. State handed over several public tasks to
the local level of administration without ensuritige appropriate financial and human
resources. The new local governments had to orgdazic social services at the local level.
They had to manage the transition of productiveestaits into privately owned enterprises or
organize public assistance for those who remaimednployed.

In Western societies a strong, well-trained cioitisty is always ready to take over a part of
those public tasks from the state administratiamil Society is based on a wide segment of
well-situated middle class and of wealthy individu@ecause of the prohibition of private

property under socialism, these strata were alijsemt East European societies. After some
years, the spirit of civic society spread effedggvend by now, more than 60 thousands civil
NGOs are registered in Hungary.

Decentralization of public administration:
Self-governing local societies in Hungary

The newly formed municipalities, with their demdarally elected representatives, were able to
meet this challenge in different ways. There weagetdrritorial inequalities, and different sized
communities with different histories were unequalppable of fitting into the new system.
Some of them, having previously belonged to thencbwf a neighbouring bigger community,
had to find new public officials, elect a talentadyor, and find a place for the parish hall.

People wanted to choose new leaders in every sntlaje, and at least the bigger settle-
ments had an alternative elite to effectively taker the local power. They all felt strong
enough, they were legalized by plural election #rey were sure they could govern better
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than the communist-dominated councils. Villageshvadommon councils split and there are
now 3200 autonomous local functioning bodies in ¢rary.

They realized only later that they could not recougre money from the state than earlier for
the different institutions (school, hospital), altlyh in the first four years, 100% of personal
income taxes were redistributed to the municigditiToday this rate has decreased to a mere
35% and local governments have more tasks than ever

In our country, we experienced a very rapid andyvaball, peaceful change, both in the
political and economical system. The state party Bpo two, the last socialist Parliament
handed over the legislative power to a pluralistemocratically elected one. The character of
the economy changed from a state bureaucratictsteuto an open market economy. The
private sector has grown rapidly from 5—7 per ¢erO per cent.

Self-governance in administration means that dffeterritorial units of public administration
have codified the right to control the well-beingdafuture of their community. Under the
socialist regime, half of the communities, some(QS6ttlements, were called autonomous in
Hungary but their council decisions were usuallytoalled by the socialist-party (HSWP).
Several conditions had to be met so that all th&03%ettlements could elect their
representatives into the local multiparty governmerfree and fair democratic elections.

1. The Hungarian settlements obtained the riglatubdnomous decision makimg1990. The
system of self-governing municipalities has proved be successful among the new
institutions of the democratic Hungary.

2. There ar@ types of self-administratian the new Hungarian Republic: the local authesiti
the self-governing county (we have 19), and local eounty bodies of minorities generally
elected from among candidates of the differentiethroups.

Nowadays regional councils are set up to condwtptiocess of closing the gap of unequal
regions to the meet the EU requirements. Expeint& that only bigger regions have a chance
to be successful in the competition for Europeamicsiiral funds, because most of the
backward Eastern and Northern territories (count@sHungary need to combine their

financial and human resources in order to gairsesmste for their developing projects.

3. A new element in the local level politics is tp@up of current and retired mayors. Their
task combines that of the former president of all@ouncil, from the secretary-functions of
the council and from the power of the local commuparty secretary.

We can speak about conditions like a well integtddeal society, competent, educated local
elite, well situated people who can pay taxes fonimon goals of the community etc.

Our research team in Institute for Political SceerfEIAS) led several surveys in the last 2
decades to investigate these conditions and wedfaeep inequalities among the different
regions of Hungary. The most consistent factor aynnem is that the western part of the
country was (as it is now) far more prepared aratlyeto change, with the people open
towards any kind of positive innovation.
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Introductory remarks

The recent historical process ongoing in Hungaonis of those rare, very important occasions
in our history, when people are deeply involvedthiportant decisions, when individuals get a
possibility to keep conduct their fate and life.nSequently this is a unique chance to re-
organise and make up-to-date the social and ecenogtations — inside and outside our

country. But the world around, and especially oudew home, Europe, is continuously

changing, too.

The group of new democracies in Central and Easiarape had similarities in their history
(once they remained back from the mainstream oétdmmomic developments), they suffered
from similar social and political impacts under tide of their socialist regimes (dictatorial
decision making process of the state party, cdytfarced planning methods, central
monopolisation of profit and politically selecteedrstribution of resources among territorial
units) and most of them has a common wish to jegnEuropean Union.

In spite of those similarities the new Eastern peam societies came out from socialism with
different conditions and unequal chances. We cdimetat least three distinct models (the so
called Visegrad countries, the Commonwealth of peshelent States and the countries in the
Balkans) with various images about their futureeyriwant democracy, but it turned out that

this concept had different meanings in the devalapdustrial countries, too. Consequently,

the key question of the new century for us willHmav to find a sustainable democratic model
for ourselves, one that will help us to develop¢beantry to the satisfaction of the majority of

its people.

There are several detailed analyses about thetreaasitory processes in the new democracies
of Central and Eastern Europe, especially in Hungfat will now select only a particular
dimension of those sociological researches andrétieal speculations: the problem of local
and regional identities that could be a base fortéeial autonomy in developing strategies
and tactics of long-term planning. It is importabieast in three different aspects: 1. Because
of the special value of the new decentralised systd local governments, 2. Local
communities and their democratic elected politisiame playing an increasing roll in the

54 Schlett, I.: Political Structure in Hungary. Inolfical Culture in Hungary and Czechoslovakia. @ioni
Agnelli Foundation (ed.) Torino 1990, p. 66-80. &t) L. — Simon, J.: The change in Citizen’s pciiti
orientations during the Transition to Democracyungary. In: Public Opinion Survey and Election di¢s
1990-1991. IPS of HAS, Budapest, 1990. VoélgyeRdlitical culture in Hungary. In: Grothausen, C: (&d.)
Gottingen 1987, p. 204 f. Simon, J.: Die StillevBlation in Ungarn und die politische Kultur. Inefolution
and Rekonstruktion in Ostmitteleuropa, Ed. FreiévUBerlin, 1991, pp. 81-86.

A new quarterly is published by the Central Eusopdolitical Science Association: Central European
Political Science Review. (Ed. Simon, J.) Among lgitest analyses are Hulvely, I.: Party Movementthie
Hungarian Democracy. Central European Politicagisa® Review 2001, Nr. 3.p. 152-174.
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regional developing decisions and policy-making 8nThe system of public administration
in Hungary must be reformed again when we wantuitd out the necessary network of
decentralized institutions to accept the EU’s foiah support after the accession. In the
second part of my paper | will show how difficultis to meet the challenge of this claim and
respond to the different intentions. You will getdeaft picture of the different regional

divisions used for different purposes of public austration, and a short overview of the
new institutions that will contribute in the digtuition of development resources.

Local Governments and the Strengthening of Civic Swety in Hungary

In Eastern European communist countries, self-gongrwas not allowed after World War
ll. There were differences in the history of theseintries; important towns in some of them
(e.g. in Hungary) had a long tradition of indepamze (against the feudal state power), and
the so-called free towns had rights to gather taresntain local courts and handle their
internal affairs.

In the Soviet-type governance, there wasplace for the civic societfrhousands of civilian
organisations vanished and centrally controllecciaoorganizations” replaced them. One of
them (the Patriotic People’s Front) was entitledntominate candidates for the democratic
elections (socialist way of democracy). Until 198%ery electoral district offered only one
candidate in elections. Voting participation durthg socialist period reached 99,8%; election
committees registered those entitled to cast tbellot but who did not show up. Local
elections formally satisfied the requirements dd&ia and democratic election, but in a party-
state system of decision-making the developmentthef settlement had always been
controlled by an omnipotent party-bureaucracy.

As a result of systemic change, the Iron Curtamesaown and the borders were opened for
global business and culture, new regional contants local plurality. What are Hungarian
local communities like today?

The newpluralist power structureehanged the institutional systemlo€al power too. More
than a hundred historical as well as new partiegygted for the local positions that certainly
were differentiated in importance considering tifeecent size of the settlements.

Political science often makes claims about “flogtiparties” in the new democraciEs,
because the relation between the competing pdliélites and the society is weak. At the
local level, the lack of geographical distance kdbpidge the gap, but it is a fact that local
initiatives, moving from the bottom can hardly uwdhce national politics. It is closely
connected to the fact that some of the welfareexhgtational associations are financed from
different budgets of the central state or theti@al governments.

Local governments changed the place of the formgstem of 1470 municipal councils
(towns, town and surroundings, associated coundils} local administration and the budget
for operating the lowest level of educational, etdt and health infrastructure in Hungary
became decentralised. 3200 settlements first esttakl 3200 local governments; the smallest
of these later united into notary districts. Aftee radical reform, the relatively wide scale
autonomy opened up the enthusiasm in the patimtigers, encouraged co-operation, gave
new impulse to develop institutions and infrastawetand promote the strengthening of local
identity.

%5 Hulvely, I.: Party Movements in the Hungarian Denazy. Central European Political Science Revied@12
No. 3. p. 152.
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The local level of public organization in change

The Hungarian Parliament passed At on Local Governmenta the summer of 1990 and
the first elections were held on that basis in déumn of 1990. The act was modified in
1994 and was followed by the second electionstimdocal governments in December 1994.
On both occasions 78-83 per cent of mayors and tegaesentatives came from among the
independent candidates. The candidates of thereiffeparties and those who set out in party
colours could share only the remaining 17-22 pet.cd he political community in villages
with less than five thousand inhabitants is usuady differentiated enough to form several
different party organisations.)

The 1994 modification of thAct on Local Governmentgened the way to setting up the so-
called minority local governmentsSuch governments were then elected in 642 sedtlesn
By ethnicity the number of Gypsy minority local gwaments was 422, the Germans had 104,
the Croats 41, the Slovaks established 31, the Rams 11, the Slovenes 3 formally
independent minority local governments. (In additiBulgarians, Armenians, Greeks, Poles,
Ruthenians and Serbs formed minority local govemisg Although they get their money
from the respective self-government of the townvilage and their financing depends on
decisions of the community representatives, simitanority local governments do not
function in this way in other new democracies ad tiegion.

Since the systemic change, there had sometimes deeapen confrontation between the
national government and the self-governing locali®&®. The changing national governments
have tried to control the activity of the localteliby tightening the channels of income-
redistribution and by establishing new de-concéettacounty offices in the regions to

supervise the local governments. A larger autonointhe local authority requires less full

time employees and officers, whereas centralisedrabnecessarily increases local admi-
nistration and hence bureaucracy.

There are new challenges for the experts dealitig niegional administration. One is the state
demand to have more control oig@wing part of the national budgednd the second is the
need of larger planning and programming units fan@e suitable fit into thé&urope of
regions Both set up a claim to form overall, compreheasregions, a new level of
administration in Hungary.

Today the lowest level of public administratiorrepresented by the single settlements. Next
are the 19 counties, and at the top, there istdte srgan, the Ministry of Internal Affairs.
The above-mentioned Act gives autonomy to the vahg territorial governments: village,
city, the county capitol, the country capitol (a8 districts in Budapest). Theounty
represents the medium leveétween the central government and the local gowents. It
could serve the purpose to fit into the EuropeanTRL2 level, but Hungary needs a new
level, the regions. We have established differegions for the use of the different public
administrations and economical branches, but nohethem has a population of a
sophisticated similar identity or special tradisoand culture, and they do not posses a
democratically elected body that could be not degal, but also legitimate in representing
different interests.

The new type of public administration, the netwofkndependent self-governing settlements
proved to be one of the most promising sectori®tHungarian society considering even the
several challenges and obstacles that turned upgdilvis decade.
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On the way to the European Union

By now, Hungary has managed to become an assoawg@tber of the European Union,
because the dominant mentality (core system ofeglof its population until 1945 had been
essentially similar to that of the Western demoesacAlthough Hungary had never been a
highly democratic society and the political molatisn had reached only a smaller part of the
population, since the beginning of the"i&ntury, wide discussion have always taken place
among different political parties (socialists, hls and conservatives) for solving the
problems of national independence and social pssgre

After the systemic change the Hungarians got bhek fautonomy and at the same time the
right to think differently. We can elect our repragtives democratically. But the problem
was that we did not have hundreds of years of expez living with this long desired symbol
of collective identity, with our independent repablThe issue ofnation and supra-
nationality, hitherto playing a decisive role, is related ifdkas from the point of political and
cultural identity. National identityand the sovereignty of the nation have been cereud
‘eternal’ valuesn Europe The evolution of a capitalist system could ondyrbalised within
the framework of the nation-state. Hungary begaligta for its national independence in the
beginning of the 1 century, and the fist success was the Declarationdependence during
the bourgeois revolution and war for national aotag in 1948-49.

In our days it will be not enough to make effordsbe economically stronger, because the
neighbours in Europe decided to give up a parthefrtsovereignty for a future common
welfare. So we have to channel all our efforts imtder riverbeds.

The welfare states, constituting the kernel of Hi¢, had tried to unify their economic,
political and legal systems and institutions, wialerotracted crisis of values has been going
on in the individual nation-states: we usually wke concepts of globalization and post-
industrialization for these phenomena.

— It turned out that the model of the welfare stdite not function well during periods of
economic recession; some post-modern values becaare important than simply to
maintain an economically stable position. Due tobgl problems sustainable development
has become a key word of global development.

— The less civilised and urbanised village hasaalyereached a special value in the West,
whereas we in the East just began to dream abauricha greater number of competitive

farms (with good conditions and infrastructure doprofitable rural production, concentration

of the means of production.) We have to overcomeleday by gradual phasing when we

know that we cannot jump stages in our historicettgwment. Thus we should adjust to such
a democratic Europe (having welfare arrangemendsaamarket economy), which is not a

homogenous unit.

Since the middle of the 1980s, the main dilemmaaditical thinking has been determining
the kind of state we would like. The dilemma haerbsolved by a shortcut, because one
main feature of the Hungarian economy was and medathe lack of free capital. To be able
to restructure and modernise our economical stracHungary had to negotiate with the
World Bank and the IMF. Those international ingigns continue a supporting policy which
is bound to special demands in constituting therxtimechanism and sphere of influence of
the state-machinery. From a paternalistic, omniptoséate we had to switch to a “slimmer”
state. Consequently after the change of the re¢domegary had to give up a lot of achieve-
ment in social and family services (that were giverpeople during the “anti-democratic”
socialist rule). These cuts in the social welfaystam had been taken place before the

43



defence-mechanisms of the society could have bpiland non-governmental organisations
of the civic society could have arrang@d/Ve can assume that fulfilling this task remaine on
of the biggest challenges for Hungarian society.

From the mid-80s onwards, parallel to the planreddrm of the Hungarian legal system, the
study of politicalvalues, political culture and political institutisrisuch as parties) could also
begin, and one of its centres was the Institute Social Science (today thastitute of
Political Science of HAS’ Another important workshop of political sciencetli® Depart-
ment of Political Science of the University of Eoomics headed by Attila Agh. These
workshops were able to produce results in the fedldhe system opolitical institutions,
political culture, democratic electionsn the issues dbcal power and the politics of loCAl
governmenis and in the different aspects of systemic chaigsmocratisation of decision-
making, citizens’ electoral behaviour, party preferes of the inhabitants are new fields of
research nowadays.

In the eighties theivic organisationsvere set upgo oppose central authoritythus its local
depositories (the councils) were eyeing them simmty. Thus it is no wonder if political
equality and theparticipation of residents in local decisions were among the déesepted
values in a survey on leader’s values and attitudé®e survey was conducted cross-
nationally, approximately in 20-30 towns in eveluotry, among local politicians, mayors
and representatives of local governments in P8@hd was repeated in 1996.

One of the special features of Hungarian transftionds that systemic change actually did

not begin in 1990, but in the mid-eighties, and titamsformation of the ownership structure
of the economy was launched in the late eightieshbytransformation state enterprises and
certain institutions into companies. In 1968 thecatbed ‘new economic mechanism’ brought

back the concepts of individual and group interegins (profits, if you like) and losses into

the economy. The society of the Hungarian courdeyprofited a great deal from these

changes, because new opportunities opened for thibsdived on agriculture, to earn more

than what was needed for their liveliholmg their higher outpuand invested work.

The expansion of the possibilities of making incoappeared primarily in the so-called
second economyhus there was no shortageestterprising spirif local society appreciated
initiatives that could be imitated and ended uguncess. The ability to adjust and enterprise
(acquired and learned in theecond economycan definitely utilised since the systemic
change of ‘90. The elimination, transformation gmtvatisation of thousands of jobs made
the earlier insignificaninemployment a large scab@e (in early 1993 the national figure was
above 13.6 per cent), and the majority of peopl® Wit jobless belonged rather to the
agricultural regions of the country. As the indiadtstructure earlier was highly centralised,
the closing down of urban factories also liquidajgas of weekly commuting people. Who
did not find jobs in the cities returned back teithvillage residence and found it difficult to

%6 See e.g. State and Civil Society. (Ed.: Gathy,INsjitute for Sociology/HAS, Budapest, 1998.

>" See the works of Kulcsér, K.: 1995, Balogh, 1.949B5hm, A.- Szoboszlai, Gy.: 1990, 1995, Gazso, F.4,Kér
L.: 1995, Stumpf, I., and of others.

%8 Bshm, A.: Systemic Change and the Local Governmed@31Tall, E. (Ed.): Changes and Transformations
on the top of the Local Power. IPS/HAS, BudapeS83land Mayors — Beyond the Euphoria. IPS/HAS,
Budapest, 1995.

%9 See the results of the international survey “NeawmiDcracy and the Local Governance”, Hungarian Réyor
A. Bohm and E. Polgar-Tall, In: Tall, E. (Ed.): Glyes and Transformations on the top of the LocaléPo
IPS/HAS, Budapest, 1993.
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readjust to the family customs and bonds, to thevalues. It was difficult to find jobs and
the burden of mass-like existential problems wasqd on the new self governments.

A significant regional differentiatiocan be identified in the country. The eastern pathe
Plain and the north-eastern part of the countrytlaeemost backward one, unemployment is
highest and school education is the lowest.

To sum it up: the contradictions of the village édeen strengthened and not dissolved by
systemic change. The local bodies and especiafjgagl mayor could do much, and those
settlements could enjoy a common feeling of lodahtity.

The integration of the local societies became Ideghifor a wile: wealthy families could
further improve their position and could presumaidyter assert their economic interests in
the system of local governments than earlier. Ciagssdifferences (based on property)
developed again.

The number of the poor individuals and families gaswn, and the situation of the lower
strata — also partly because of their well-knowokisaardness in the field of school education
— have been further deteriorated. Unemployment laitsothese groups more. Hence is quite
likely that from these strata much less than theraye would participate in local public life
and in shaping decisions. Many of them have dirhing chances of entering the labour
market because of being unskilled and absent fremkor a long time, thus in the long run
they cause increasing problems to the local govermsmand to their families.

Children of the elite, the young and mobile ingdintsia have left the villages without
perspectives, which adds to the growth of regialiffrences by the reduction of the degree
of the integration of settlements. Nowadays thendr has changed, around the bigger towns
new housing estates, parks with 21-century conaficetunder design, and the wealthiest strata
IS moving out there.

Subsistence economy continues to have a big raleeisupply of families outside the urban
centres. Standing on ‘several feet’ has always beportant in the rural families’ way of life,
which made it possible to live on something everbad years. The loss of the eastern
markets, the forced liquidation of productive ccemgiives, the intentional withering of
agriculture, and the dissonance of procuremenesystsuch a strategy of foresight is not
enough anymore for security. The local societied tw form several bigger and smaller
NGO-s to face these problems. In spite of this, isog sociological studies tell about the
deficit in solidarity among inhabitants.

Apparently the state — under the influence of ecan@ressure — has withdrawn from such
fields, too, where it should not have done it as Y& certain legal regulations, measures
orienting the market and information and legal s&gun general are missing, e.g. the
agricultural producer has to undertake risks biggen the tolerable ones.

Changes in the social structure of local commusitie

New possibilities and forms of the operation of iignproperty have developed. The size of
land and property continues to be the basiwestige

New owners of productive means (factories, lantedt) appeared in the localities.

Only a smaller proportion of those who only triedttpath were able to becommetrepreneurs
Its reason may not only be the lack of capitaldijeand of the ability to change constantly,
but also that a shift to the logic and order ofuesl of market economy was not easy for
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everybody. The private enterprise along with thevak of themultinational firmscaused a lot
of problems.

The way of making investments in a region was tes$iby governmental arrangements (tax-
free, policy of land). The leaders of a local comutyi followed different strategies first to
attract owners to invest on their territory, butefaturned out the backward sides of these
procedures: too big factories demolished the incanttwage system of the whole region, the
prestige of jobs turned upside down, there waskathat the owners change their mind and
suddenly sell or liquidate their factory.

Another aspect of common identities is the existewigpolitical parties in the localities. Their

struggle is interfere in different ways into thecd@®ns about local issues: the smaller
settlements can earlier agree, they realized siham,from their minimal resources they do
better preferences one after the other, withoutkimg out each others proposals.

Now there are several political centres and diffeferums of decision-making in the towns
and bigger villages: the number of people partiimgain the preparation of decisions has
grown, thus it is typical to hawdifferences in ideology and political attitudesccording to
this three main directions, characterising plutatlemocracies, have also emerged, which
struggle against one another for obtaining politipawer such asonservative (national,
Christian), liberal and socialist (social democra8s their crystallisation is still in progress,
the political parties cannot be unambiguously di@ssamong the followers of one trend or
another, further on several parties are fightinghveiach other for the representation of the
different trends.

The entrepreneurial group expanding the middle strata of the society (bgato they
constitute aboubne-tenth of the adult populatiphas grown in the same proportion in the
cities as well as in the rural areas accordingheodurveys of the Central Statistical Office,
and it has opened up a significant new channeb¢@bsmobility which, otherwise would be.

The largest number of owners, having property od lsuited for production was registered in
the agricultural strata (71 %, and 32 % in therensample). Ivdn Szelényi's international
survey of 1993 showed that several of the mostesstal, big entrepreneurs came from
families that were able to product for the markegrebefore the socialist regime has won.

Income inequalities

In the years following systemic change paralletht® decrease if the output of the economy
the real income of the population has also sigaifity decreased. The growth of real income
has been strongly restricted by government measatésast in the budgetary sphere.

The degree of social differentiation has grown:levin 1980 the income difference between
the topmost percentile (tenth) and the percenfilpemple who were the worst off was 3.9
times as much like for instance in Sweden. By 1988 difference grew to almost six times
(ke in Germany) as indicated by the data of thengtarian Household Panel (a survey
conducted by the Budapest University of Economitcs BARKI).

Social differentiation took place so that certdirata succeeded in increasing their incomes
more than the growth of the inflation rate. (Sudtrevthe top and middle level leaders, the
intellectuals and the independent craftsmen anctimets). At the same time the income of
white collar office workers and skilled workers|fély ten per cent, and the income of

unskilled workers and those employed in agricultwas significantly decreased even in

comparison to the average.
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The number of poor people has increased, homelesshieonstantly growing, and the social
net has holes in many places. (One of the firsicawganisations — consisting mostly of
intellectuals — was the Poor Support Fund, whicls i@ long a persecuted group of
dissenters in the eighties.) An ever-increasing pathe population — mostly the elderly and
the children — live below the minimum living stands

According to the results of the 1992 Household Pand on the basis of the per capita in-
come of households the largest number of the pasriavthe households of adult dependants,
unemployed, peasant farmers, agricultural workers the unskilled workers. The worst
conditions (among those questioned) they foundhi households of adult dependants,
unemployed, peasant farmers and agricultural wer&ed of unskilled workers.

The other end the social differentiation is indézhby the fact, that there is a thin stratum that
has acquired wealth. Again there are two attituééded to individual growth: one considers
these careers as examples to be emulated, a nodakelfdllowed.

The other attitude is rather hostile towards grawiich and the wealthy. This is partly the
remnant of opposition to private property in sdsial which unambiguously derived it from
exploitation, but more because of the principlsadial justice, which used to be a permanent
part of our life at least on the level of partyalesions and political declarations. Even today
many people hold that one can grow rich only illsgat the cost of others, and that someone
(the state?) should stop the further growth of meodifferences. Many regard capitalist
competition and themarket unjust which applies equal measures to people cominm fro
unequal social-cultural position, particularly metpresent times of recession, when there is a
diminishing chance of experiencing the balancimgdmf the ‘social protective net'.

New burgers

An other new phenomenon is in Hungary tbabple from other countriesish to settle down
and work here, they are Hungarians as well asgoegs, a large part of whom are ready to
learn Hungarian. Those who stay here enrich theergxpces, knowledge of life of the
inhabitants; they raise new points of considerat@om bring along different modes of
problem solution. And it is also true that partstleé immigrants are illegal job-seekers or
criminals, who enhance the problems of settlements.

There are many refugees, but people have not hepaned to deal with them and the sense
of solidarity is also vanishing amidst the detetorg economic conditions. And tolerating
those who work in the black market raises sevemabimssues.

[Here the manuscript breaks off.]
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Tall Eva valogatott irasai
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Az urbanizacio aldasai és artalmai
egy budapesti varosrész példajan

Az Amerikabdl kiindulé és az ottani kulturdlis ésgfasztasi mintak terjedését is magaban
foglald globalizacidéegyik agressziv jelenségeygorsétkezdék szaporodagarendszervaltas
évtizedében a Terézvarosban is tért hodit a harebwuljusz; volt olyan ilszak, amikor az
Oktogon mind a négy sarkan egy-egy gyorsétterdrkdnbtt: MacDonald’s, Burger King,
Wendy’s, vagy valami hasonlé.

Ki gondolna, hogy egy-egy nagy uzletlancnakagykonkurrencia miatt nem a sajat helyiség
feladasa, az elkoltdzeés jut eszébe, hanem a kit logikatdl eltéen éppen azért nem
megy mashova, hogy @zcége is jelen legyen ugyanazon a frekventalt imelipedig ezek az
éplletek a forgalmas téren olyan értékesek, hogy bé&leti dijuk is megfizethetetlen. A
vallalkoz6 preferencidi kozott tehat ma mar nenk @sgazdasagossag szerepel.

Ezek a vendégek gyors cséddsére alapozott egyenkidsfogyasztasi nagylizemek egyéb-
ként egy kitind 0j marketing modszer legismertebldhgindkei, amely — tobbek kozott —
forradalmasitani fogja a kereskedelmefra@nchisetermebk és kiskereskeik kdzvetlen kap-
csolatara épil tjfajta vallalkozasi rendszer, amelyben a kitaétjol mikdds vallalkozast
egységes egészként bérbe adnak egy masik vallalakzaki e szellemi termék hasznalati
jogaért vallalja, hogy beruhdzasa soran a termégsladasi folyamat legkisebb részletéig
lemasolja az eredetit, és csak addig maradhat @edz@dézatnak, amig betartja az eredeti
szabalyokat. Ez a rendszer mar szinte kizarélagtwipl az autokereskedelem terén, és arra a
gigaszi kiuizdelemre vezetlietissza, amit a terméht, a nagykereskéd és a kiskereskéé
vivnak az aruk fogyasztohoz vald eljuttatasanalettet@égéeért és persze profitjaért. A koz-
vetité kereskedelem vilagszerte visszaszorul, az eddigkHécsapodott hasznon j6 esetben
megosztozik a term&lés a fogyasztd. A franchise rendszer nemcsak dégdatoiparban
terjedt gyorsan nalunk, hanem megjelent a ruhéttsibtan és mas szolgaltatdsok korében is.
Gyors terjedését annak kdszonheti, hogy a &ezllalkozasok magas bukasi kockazatat
jelentbsen képes csokkenteni. Egy bevalt marketing stéatép rendelke& vallalkozé
(viszonylag magas bérleti dij fejében) eladja ezanikddtetési know how-t barkinek, aki
vallalja, hogy hezitalas nélkll atveszi és pontasgyanolyan moédon Gizemelteti, ahogyan azt
az elad6 cég éirja. A fogyasztd pedig azért jar j6l, mert a sseikt vallalkozOknak a
felhasznalok szempontjabdl stabilnak, megbizhatoegyenletes szinvonalinak kell lennilk.

Ez az 0j kereskedelmi médszer tehat egyszerrelk@tid- és fogyasztdbarat, ezért érdemes
tamogatni. Ugyanakkor az dnkorméanyzatok feladatatiee egy olyan ellénzési és szaba-
lyozasi mechanizmus kidolgozasa, amely a lakossdgkéinek (és a varos méltosaganak)
védelmében megprébalja megakadalyozni az oktogeldaboz hasonlé aranytalansagokat.

A belss kerlletek kereskedelmi fejlesztésekor azt is figyde kell venni, hogy a forgalom
minden vilése (rakodas, Uj, autés vdr stb.) tovabb rontja a helyi lakossag élet-
feltételeit, szennyezi a levégés zajjal jar. Ezért tamogatandd az Un. mintaiukéusitas,
amikor az Uzletben bemutatott termékek alapjanvé @dtal kivalasztott arut nem a boltbadl,
hanem a termélkultertleten feké raktarabdl szallitjak ki a véwnek.
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A szatdcsbolttdl a szupermarketig

(Késziilt a Terézvaros c. monogréfia egyik fejezexél998-ban)

A kereskedelem fejlését az alabbi irasban a lakossag szemsébggdretném felvazoini.
A kronikdk és statisztikdk adataibol kirajzolodikjlyen terézvarosi Uzletek szolgaltak ki a
multban az itt lako igen eltéitarsadalmi helyzétrétegeket.

A torok hédoltsag utan a bécsi udvar Magyarorszaggsizahoditott tartomanyként kezelte,
és akadalyozott minden olyan kezdeményezést, amedatolt orszagokban gazdasagi vagy
politikai versenytarsak felemelkedését segitetiearoPest és Buda Ujratelepitési politikaja
is azt a célt szolgalta, hogy e két varos jellegenet maradjon. A beteleg@iinémetek
egyrészt a Német Birodalombol, masrészisteimgyarorszagi német varosokbol érkeztek, a
szerbek az 1690. évi csaszéri kedvezményeket kihbsz Belgrdd kornyékél a
magyarok pedig a Dunantulrdl és Budapest korny#kélepedtek be.

Az 1700-as években hazai polgarsag hijan a keregkmdbként az un. gorogok (balkani
kereskedk) kezében dsszpontosult, de a gazdasagi élet {¢eggen az kisipar vagy
nagybirtok Ugyeinek intézése) a német polgarokmilkélisorban zsidd, 6rmény, szerb
kereskedket és iparosokat lehetett talaini.

A 18. szazad kdzepén a zsidok és a protestansokelepedhettek le @&varos falain belll,
igy aztdn nem meglép hogy 1755-ben Pest-Buda egész kereskedelmi foegalmaradt
két Obudan megtelepedett zsid6 nagykereskiérleti prosperitasa mogot(Kap Mézes
Jeremias és LObl Markus). 1780, a turelmi rendeilledasa utdn megnyiltak a varoskapuk
elsttik is, ekkor telepedett le Aebly Adolfyolcs- és dfoskeresked), Liedemann Samuel
Janos, kereskétidzak létestiltek, Hoffmann J6zsgférmatar), Kunz Jozsef és Mdssmer
Jézsekelengyeboltjgivagy Jalics Ferenc hiresrkereskedése Kiraly utcaban.

A fiiszerlzletkezdetben tipikusan kiskereskedés volt, apratécsilletve krajzlerajos
boltokban ezerféle cikket arultak.dxogéridkban haztartasi cikkeket és illatszereket lehetett
kapni.

A mult szazad negyvenes éwiszamithatjuk a magyar iparosodas fellendiléséegaike-
resebb varosi mestereknek és kere$kedk fennmaradt a neve, életének és vallalkozasanak
a torténete.

A reformkor idején sok iparosmester bekapcsoldédatérasi politikaba is, neves politiku-
sokat, képviséket nyertek meg patronusuknak. Egy olyan korbank@nMagyarorszagon
az Uzleti levelezés kizarolag németll folyt, aréabk és a cégtablak németek voltak,
Beliczay Imre mézeskalacsos és viasramgster(miithelye és lzlete a Kiraly utc&ozsdu-
hdzbanmikddott) Uzleti konyveit elkezdte tinéetn magyamyelven vezetni. Gyertyakat
készitett a kiralyi kancellarianak, a székesegykidala és kulfoldi (Ukrajna) megbizasokat
is teljesitett. Az akkoriban megalakeltss pesti mézeskalacsagh alcéhmestereként részt
vett azOrszagos Ipartestiletlapitasdban is. Kossuth Lajos is nagyra becsiéikértelmét,
megbizhatdésagat. A kiegyezés idején tagja volt Pasts képvisétestiletének é8 volt az
akkor még a mai Erzsébetvarost is magaba foglaiézléaros biraja. 1865-ben kdzel jart
ahhoz, hogy orszag@ési képviselnek véalasszak. Mint a budapesti Kereskedelmi és
Iparkamara elntke szorgalmazta a magyar aruk rédevéa kalfoldi kiallitasokon, ahol
dijakat nyertek.

Fia tovabbvitte az Uzletét és a szazadforduléraomdvthia legnagyobb méz- és viasz-
kereskedje lett, széles kulféldi kapcsolatokkal. Képvidadnt szintén kivette részét a varosi
politizalasbdl, céhmester és ipartestileti elndk volt. Az éelgilaghabori idején az
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utanpoétlas akadalyoztatasa, és a hadikdlcson-pagingkvesztése miatt a 6ok szélére
jutottak. Az utédoknak a folyamatos korsisités révén sikerilt egyenesbe hozni és tovabb
béviteni a véllalkozast. A masodik vilaghabord (Buestpostroma) soran mindkét tzletik
elpusztult, de a dédunokak maigik a hagyomanyokat és a mesterségbeli tudast.

Budapest urbanizacidja meglebstn gyors volt, a 19. szazad soran lakossaga luiszsza
ndvekedett. Gazdasagi fejiésének igazi nagy korszakkiagyezésitanra tehét a lakos-
sag két évtized alatt haromszorosat, rés egyre inkabb e kdzpontbdl irdnyitottak agseg
orszag gazdaséagi, pénzugyi és kulturalis életéhegmerevedett feudalis gazdalkodasi rend
és tarsadalom mellett, azzal alig érintkezve Ujdgaagi formak és intézmények indultak
gyors fejdésnek. Uj rétegek jelentek meg a varosi tarsadsaopj életstilust hoztak és U]
értékeket terjesztettek.

A tékés fejbdés olyan intenziv volt, hogy Budapest metropofisebvekedésének egyes
elemeit szinte nem is lehetéiden szétvalasztani. Az ipar fgjlése novelte a lakossag
szamat, a termelésvilése Gjabb és Ujabb falusi rétegeket vonzottrasidn, akik fokoza-
tosan munkassa valtak. A falutél elszakadva minfdgyasztasi igényiket csak a keres-
kedelem utjan tudtak kielégiteni. A munkamegoskitesjedése egyitt jart a szolgaltatasok,
a kereskedelem iranti igény névekedésével. Az érfaljlalkozasuak, a vallalkozék, az ér-
telmiségiek és szellemi foglalkozdstak szaméanalkekenese a kozéposztalyokviiléséhez
vezetett. A Bvaros kiterjedése, a bélserlletek beépitettségének ndvekedése megterem-
tette az igényt a tomegkozlekedés kiépitésére.rserett tutvonalakon, amelyek a véaros
addig kulonallé és funkcionalisan is elkulohilegyedeit kototték 6ssze, tarsasagga szerve-
z6d6 vallalkozok elinditottédk a lovasutat és az omnimkst. A vallalkozok profitjat, illetve

a bérek egy részét a fogyasztésitésére lehetett felhasznalni, virdgozni kezddteske-
delem, megindult a bérpalotédk és Uj villak épité&sdvarosi jellegveé valdsaval parhuzamo-
san Terézvaros kereskedelmi funkcidja is egybed@tott.

ime néhany helyi példa a polgarosodas léjmcsald sikeres érehaladasra:

Mauthner Odémevéhezifzédik a korszeif meBgazdalkodashoz nélkillozhetetlesizbmag
termesztésének és forgalmazasamedgszervezése. Az ambiciézus gazdatisati fminta-
gazdasagok alkalmazottjaként leste el a modszekiiésldi eredmények hasznositasaval
honositotta meg itthon a j0 ndigédi vetbmag termesztését. 1874-ben nyitotta meg els
Uzletét az Andrassy ut 23-ban, és a kovetkesztenélben elnyerte a Nagy Aranyérmet az
Orszagos Magyar Gazdasagi Egyesilet kiallitaSdicerilt megg¥znie agazdakat arrdl,
hogy nemesitett vétnaggal jobb midségetérhetnek el, és arra is ravetteet, hogy cége
szamara jo arért maguk is termeljemetdmagot Késsbb kerti- és viragmagvakat, kertgon-
dozési eszkdzoket is &rult, 1896-ban fidk-lzletatott a Koronaherceg (ma RBéitSandor)
utcdban. Ekkorra mar a nagybirtokos arisztokradieati szallitGja, 26 kitlintetés birtokosa,
nemzetkozi sikereket ér el. Nemcsak a Monarchidil,bbanem annak hatarain tul is
elismert, Eurépa mellett Amerikaban, Afrikaban éssiéban is voltak szallitoi és vasarloi.
A sz&zadfordulon korszémagtisztitd és osztalyozo telepaesitett a Rottenbiller utca 33.
alatt. Az innen kikeridl magvak megfeleltek a szigori magyar térvényekrekniddségi
tanusitvannyakeriltek az Uzleti forgalomba.

Az 1940-es évekre az utdédok altal folytatott valteddsnak mar négy fioklzleteikdott a
fovarosban, az egyik a Vilmos csaszar (Bajcsy-Zgkgs Ut 59-ben. Az életés vallalko-
zas a vilaghaboruk megprobaltatasait is tuléltggeselte a gazdasagi valsadgokat is, és
Vetbmag-termeltet és Ertékesdt Véallalat néven a szocialista korszak jeléicége volt. A
Rottenbiller utcaban ma egy azonos inéift, a Vettmag Kertimag Kft és a mellette i&v
hdzban mintaboltjuk tkodik. Ugyanitt talalhaté tovabba \Genhiszolg néven az Agrar-
miiszaki, Szolgaltatd, Gazdasagi Tanacsadd és Kerelshieft.
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A tengerentulrol érkdézun. gyarmataru(kave, tea, kakaoii$zerek) mar a 19. szazad elején
kedvelt volt a varos lakoi kozott. Ezek forgalma@sz is szamtalan sikertorténet kapcsol-
hatd Hoffmann J6zsaekk, aWeselofszkjéle lizlet tarstulajdonosdnak Pest szabad kirdlyi
varos tanacsa 1804-ben engedélyezte a cég med\(&&phely ismeretlen). Két évtizeddel
késsbb a Lipétvarosban, az Akadémia utciban talaljuklaaszicista stilusban akkoriban
épullt elegans palotak egyikébe azért koltoztettetéiz mert itt latszott kialakulni az tzleti
élet Uj kbzpontja. Halala utan (1934) 6zvegye, nfagd azt kdvebten pedig unokadccsei,
Tschogl Gusztav és Henrwitték tovabb a vallalkozast. A cég szaz éves réhdtdjan
rendezett innepségekkel az osztrak nagykeresketdéleatd fliggetlenedést is méltattak.

A Hoffmann-féle nagykereskedés meéltdé versenytardt as Dietrich Emil és Gottschlig
Jézsefalapitotta gyarmataru-birodalom. A szegények inggeellatasara Uheves- és tea-
intézetetalapitottak. Bar egy-egy vasarnapon 900 adag |ése®-9 ezer adag tea is elfo-
gyott, a hatésadgok Gottschligékat sosem tamogaitakialis tevékenységiikben. 1884-ben
az Andrassy aton megnyitottak harmadik, igen elegéaetiiket, amely fényével és eladasi
kultarajaval felvette a versenyt a parizsi és benlizletekkel. (Ez a cég vezette be pl.
elssként Magyarorszagon a tea luxuscsomagolasat.) i29a0€szvénytarsasag mar csaszari
és Kkiralyi udvari teaszallitd, a céghez belvaragesggyar és finomitd is tartozott. A
harmincas évek gazdasagi valsagaban azonban téehirekn

A kozlekedés és a szallitas rohamosdétigbe a szazad végére Iéhvet és egydttal
gazdasagossa tette, hogy a kereskedelmi vallatasa§at lzemeiben termelt arukat aruljak
bolthal6zatukban A hal6zatos szisztémaoskor Anglidban és az Egyesilt Allamokban
terjedt el, el§sorban az élelmiszerkereskedelem terén. Ezt a zenidiilius Meinlhozta
magaval Bécsil a mualt szazad utolsé évében, 1930-ban 388 fi@tékll 45 Magyarorsza-
gon mikodott. A Monarchia minden tagorszagaban sikerikialemazkodni a helyi viszo-
nyokhoz, igy mindeniitt elismerték vallalkozénak ardrchia felbomlasa utan is. Uzleteibe
hét korszel gyarukbol és kilenc nagy kavéporjilkbol szallitottdk a friss, kiulonleges
mindsédi, egyenletesen porkdvét ami nagy kdnnyebbséget jelentett a haziasszomokn
az otthoni porkodléshez képest. Meinl hasonléannféte tényed volt a piacon atea
forgalmazasaban, Magyarorszagon sajat borpincésgdierendezett. Az Gzletek mindenutt
egyforma, otthonos berendeiték voltak, hogy a veélk és alkalmazottak egyarant jol
érezzék magukat. Az eladogarda j0l képzett, j0 eleggé és jol fizetett volt.

A foévaros utcain 1895-ben jelent meg azedsitomobilés 1900-ban az élsautdbusz. Az
automobilt az akkori k6zdnség idegenkedéssel éatmaufogadta, e zajos és flistds szerke-
zetol csak a legbatrabbaknak jutott az eszébe az (Rketmar 1909-ben megalakult a
Magyar Automobil Kereskeéik Orszagos Egyesilete, a Realtanoda utcdban, nmjd a
Erzsébet koruton alapitottak nyilt arusitdsu Utzléterskovits Ignd@ Rakoczi térenCsaky
Rébertpedig a Gyar (JOkai) utcaban nyitott autobolt®03-ben a renitségnek még alig
félszaz autét kellett ellémiznie. 1906-ban mar autokiallitast rendeztek aekesi Uton, ahol
mar az autOalkatrész- és az autdsruha-kerékkiscbemutatkoztak. 1904-ben alakBlrdy
Jozsefcége, amely csakhamar a legnagyobb lett az oramagh Hazai Automobil Rt
vezérigazgatdja 1913-ban nyitottadelsajat boltjat, majd hazatérve a haborubdl Gjraszer
vezte Uzletét, és 1927-ben nyugati szinvonall boitibott a Nagymei utcaban.

A Liszt Ferenc téren mar 1906-ban gumijavitohelyt mikddtetettKemény éKrausz,
1930-ra Magyarorszag legrégiblontoalkatrész és felszerelési aruhdzat mondhattak magu-
kénak. Utazéasaikrdl rendszeresen hasznos Ujdonsalgékiek haza.

Az Andrassy Ut elején 8koda Mivekrendezett be elegans lzletet, 1925 és 1930 kd4ott
szazalékkal csokkentette arait, hogy versenybeadjar a felfutd piacon. 1930-ban 21 ezer
autd kozlekedett a varosban. 1913-ban Budapest@ma%l helyeztek tizembe, és a Svab-
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hegyen nemzetkdzi autoversenyeket rendeztek. A zekben meginduld élsautdbusz-
jarat a Kigyo téil a Varosligetbe vitte az utasokat.

Budapest legrégibBruhdza Guttmann Jakads tarsa 1882-ben nyitott munkaruha-tziétéb
fejlodott ki. A Rakdczi Ut és a Sip utca sarkan épidlgy bérhaz eiskét emeletét kibérelve
terjeszkedtek, Uzletik hiremmblémaja(a nadragot kétfelé huzé emberfigurak) 188I9-t
hivta fel az emberek figyelmét a j6 rdgegre. Ez a tudatos reklam egyikoepeldaja. A
prosperald aruhdzat 1948-ban az allam 550 ezemtf@észpénzért vette meg, 1949-ben
kapta a Verseny Allami Aruhaz nevet.

A tobbi nagyaruhaz létrejottébdrdrom csaladnak volt GtidrszerepeFischer Simonnak
Goldberger Samuelnelkés Rosenberg Marknakvalamint leszarmazottaiknak. Az &ls
nyugati szinvonall, sokemelet@sihaz— nem véletlenil — a rohamosan &efp Terézvaros-
ban nyilt. Berendezésekor Goldberger Samuel kor&avepesi Uti boltjdban szerzett
tapasztalatait hasznélta fel. Azelsagykereskedés, amelyet 1892-ben nyitott, csaiélsok
olcson beszerzett aru bazarszetadohelye volt. Az ilyen helyek a mult szazad evdglé
mar nem feleltek meg a vilagvarosokhoz $elnvagyé Budapest feltdrekvpolgarsaganak.
Az addigi széles valasztékot kinald boltokbarzsaifoltsag veszélyas volt: 1903-ban
Goldberg els aruhaza leégett, és ez emberéletekbe is keri@8-th8n a tulajdonos
megvette az Andrassy (Retanovics-hazatMint az Ybl Miklos éaltal tervezett Sugér ut sok
mas palotajat, a 39. szam alatti hazat is hirerfles Lotz Karoly dekoralta. A hazban
miikdodé Terézvarosi Kaszinémeletén, tobbek kozott a Lotz-freskdkkal distitetemben
eldkelé balokat rendeztekAz utcai fronton a nevesendéghs éttermei voltak, innen kapta a
haz a nevét. Atépités utan 1911-ben megnyitottéikiaBest ezzel vilagvarosi szinvonall
latvanyossagot kapott. A kényelmes, vilagos hazbansokszakositotbolt helyezkedett el
hét emeleten egymas f6l6tt, agy, hogy egésaegtudott kényelmesen vasérolni. Naponta
tobb ezer ve¥ fordult meg itt. A vasarlokat andalité zenévelprbbalt eladéi gardaval
vartak. A tetsétanyrdl szép kilatas nyilt a varosra és a Ligétrearuhaznak sajat villany-
fejlesztoje volt. Az aruhaz filozéfiaja a ,sok kicsi sokraegy” volt. Nemsokara elismerten a
legolcsobb bevasarlohely lett.

A Nagyaruhdz még tulélte a haborut és az azt kowdiaciot, de 1924-ben a éd fenye-
gette. El§ vetélytarsa a Kerepesi Uti Magyar Divatcsarnokjdnaa harmincas években a
Corvin lett.

A Belst-Terézvaros mar a mult szazad végén is élen jartitarakdzvetitésbemem volt
hiany kulturalis létesitményekben. Az Operan, acBiitézeten és a Zeneakadémian kivul
konyvesboltok létesiiltek, lap- és folydirat-kiadélepedtek le szivesen errefelé.

1885-ben nyilt meg az Andrassy ut 10-&imger és Wolfnetrodalmi Intézetének els
konyvesboja. Akkor indulé sorozatuk, az Egyetemes Regénkgaetében 10-20 ezer pél-
danyban adtak ki magyar és kulféldi klasszikusokkéit, olyan aron, amellyel versenyben
tudtak maradni makiadékdraga, am csekély példanyszamu kiadvanyaival seeni889-
ben 6k kezdtek gyerekeknek szo6lé irodalmat publikdliniadtak népszér tudomanyos
miiveket és a Filléres Konyvtar koteteit az ifjlusagrsara. Ugyancsak az Andrassy Ut egyik
elegans palotajaban szerkesztették a cég egyinegiebb vallalkozasat, az Ujokd cimii
képes hetilapot. Az alapitok tehetséges fiai egészen a masoifighaboruig sikerrel
vezették a csaladi céget, 1944-ben mindkettenianias aldozatai lettek. A habora utan a
kiad6t Pichler Ott6 ésTimar Andorvezette tovabb, a kdnyvesbolt vejetVermes Magda
muforditd lett. Nyomdajuk, sok alkalmazottuk nem y@tért csak 1949-ben allamositottak
oket. A konyvesbolt az akkor alakult Konyvterjgsatiemzeti Vallalaté, majd az Allami
Konyvterjeszd Vallalaté lett. Az egykori Singer és Wolfner kofiplet helyén sokaig az
lilyés Gyula kényvesbolt tikodott.
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A kereskedelmi struktlra a szocialista tervgazdélkdas idején —
€s a piacgazdasag ujboli étetbrése

A kommunista hatalomatvétel utan rovidsidbelll a kereskedelmi vallalatokat is allamo-
sitottak. A VI. kerlletben ipari és kdzlekedési yaidlalatok, nagykereskedelmi és export-
import cégek kézpontjai kaptak helyet.

A lakossagot ellatd boltok felett a tanacsok szigéelligyeletet gyakoroltak, szabaly-
alkotdsukkal messzem&n befolyasolhattak a kereskedelmi vallalatok tewgkégét,
profiljat, Uzletpolitikajat. A kerileti tanacs megbhatta az Uzletek nyitvatartasi idejét.

1970-ben a Kozért Vallalatnak 37 altalanos élelerisaltja mikodott a VI. keriletben,
tizenegy Delikatesse Uzletben nagyobb valasztékiégjabb import termékeket arultak. 32
tejbolt, 22 zdldséges, 15 édességbolt varta a leksér A Csemege 9 boltot és két bufét
Uzemeltetett a keriletben, éihkettst ma a Csemege Julius Meinl vaséarolt meg az Angrass
aton, harom régi Csemege bolt helyén ma iparcikkehak.

A Sutipari Vallalat két pékséget tartott fenn a RozBetvie a Szondy utcaban, az izraelita
hitkbzség husboltja a Szondy utcaban volt. EzeiillkdvHunyadi téri csarnokban friss hust,
vagott baromfit, halat, zoldséget lehetett beszeres itt is nikodott tejbolt, iszerbolt és
pékség.

Ezt a struktUrat az élelmiszerellatasban a kertdgidcs a rendszervaltasig nagyjabol meg-
érizte. Az 1990-es években azonban megindult &ekes liberalizacid, az Uj 6nkormany-
zatoknak megsmt a régi értelemben vett ellatasi kdtelezettségegyuttal — igaz csak egy
atmeneti idre — a felligyeleti-szabalyozasi jogkore is. Az dljdonosok vagy béik
szabadon dontotték el, mit kinalnak boltjaikban.

1998-ra a kdzértek kozul nyolc mef@sr (lebontottdk az éplletet a Lenin (ma Teréz) kora
122-ben, a RoOzsa Ferenc utcai helyén iroda, a Hlingaiben illatszerbolt, a Szondy
utcaiban pedig cifbolt nyilt.

A tizenegy Delicatesse boltbdl ma csak harombarndkuélelmiszert, négyb irodat
alakitottak ki, egyikikben ezen kivil bar, a maaikipénzvalto rtikddik, a harmadikban
pedig ajandékcikkeket arulnak. Az egyik Teréz kibhélyiségben hiradastechnikai lzletet,
a masik ketiben cig-ruha butikot nyitott az Uj tulajdonos. A korabliféatvonalon 1€%
cipéboltbdl viszont mara négy funkciot valtott. Hasosldrsra jutott a divatéru boltok fele
is.

A tejbolt mint specializalt Uzletfajta nem léteziibbé, tiz kordbbi bolt helyén iparcikk
arusitas folyik, és minddssze 6t volt tejboltbametema is — mas élelmiszerekkel egyutt —
tejet kapni. A henteslizletek sem jartak jobbanynégesen elint, kettben teljes funkcio-
valtas tortént, a tdbbiben pedig a has mellett Hvag gazdasagossagi okokbdl — masféle
élelmiszereket is arulni kezdtek.

A zOldségboltok j6 része szintén meifysz vagy atalakult, és ez most a kerillet egyik
legnagyobb ellatasi gondja. A VI. kerileti mellésakban & nyugdijasok, alkalmazottak,
elszegényetl kozéposztalybeliek jovedelme, nem is beszélve akamegélkiliekél, nem
tudott Iépést tartani a folyamatosan noviekdldség- és gyumolcsarakkal, igy a vallalkozé-
nak gyakran nyakan maradt a pfinvagy a dragabb aru. Az 0j bé&klegy része szakértelem
nélkul vagott bele, egy atmenetbakakban semmiféle hatésagi kontrollra nem volttiéhe
ség. A ,mit keresnek — mit kinaljak” azonban csakikél latszik egyszdmek. A véllalko-
zO0k hamar meguntak, hogy a ¥vigényesek, valogatnak, inkabb biztos, kevésbdaodd
arukkal raktak tele a polcaikat, ezekért viszomkenyéken dolgozo, magasabb joved&lm
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rétegek be sem mentek a boltjukbk minden nap megvették volna a napi g@hitnde erre

— ugy latszik — nem lehetett Gzletet alapozniéAt€akon a bérleti dijak lettek magasabbak
€s a parkolasi gondok miatt kisebb korzet lakossaga nem tudta eltartani ezeket az
Uzleteket. Két Andrassy uti, egy Benczur utcaiké&sRudas LaszI6 utcai Uzlélbparcikk-
kereskedés lett. A Bajcsy-Zsilinszky ati és a Nytugeri zoldségesek bezartak, az egyik
Nagymed utcaibol éttermet alakitottak ki, a Teréz korutibéazasi iroda lett. Az E6tvos
utcai zoldséges helyén salatabar nyilt. Ugyanetribia legjobb, legforgalmasabb helyen
lévé édességboltokkal is, 1%hatban ma iparcikket arulnak.

A profi (,maszek”) zdldségesek jelenlegHunyadi téri csarnokbarérulnak, a hetvenes
években még csak 6t standot, ma tizenegyet foddadhaA piac valasztékaban az utdbbi
idészakban hatrol hdromra csokkent a husboltok szémamelkedett a vagott baromfit
kinaloké és pékség is tobb nyilt. A kerllet egyetievasarld csarnokat Czigler &
épitész tervei szerint 1894-97 kozott épitettékgayreuropai mintak alapjan. A masik négy
akkor épult csarnokkal egyitt nemcsak esztétikaitatia felill az addig szokasos egészség-
telen bodékat, hanem megfelelt a korgzdgiéniai kovetelményeknek is. Az arut fajtanként
elkulonitve, jol szellz6 helyen, szakmai &irasok szerint taroltak és a rigeéget folyama-
tosan ellefirizték. A csarnokot szaz éve nem ujitottak folfddjgbb javitgattak, kifestették,
korulallivanyoztak. Kedvez arai miatt a kornyék lakossaga ma is szivesenrogh A
kerileti értékvédelem alatt allé lassan életvessdg valo éplletet az dnkormanyzat vegul
feljitdsi kotelezettséggel és az élelmiszerkemske funkcid megtartdsa feltételével
eladta. A ved 35 év tartébs hasznalatra megkapja az épllet HEeasitend parkold
hasznalati jogat. A csarnok melletti téren méggkz az 6stermebk piaca és a kornyek lakdi
visszanyerik pihenés céljara az itteni zoldfeliilete

A kerileti 6nkorméanyzat az éliklus idején szamos addig elhanyagolt vagy kihaklan
helyiséget elidegenitett vagy bérbe adott. A pizéaidé soran az Uj vallalkozék igyekeztek
sajat Uzletik mellett az elhanyagolt hazak poitalg@ valamennyire rendbe hozni. Sok
elhagyott pincehelyiség ma marvanypadlos butik. Zngei Merse utca teljes hosszaban
nagykereskatl vallalkozasok boltjai nyiltak, amelyek megvaltdid az utca jellegét és a
kornyék életét. A beszearzkoruton lew kiskereskedk autoéi jelenbsen megndvelték a
forgalmat és a légszennyezést, a mérleg masik rpgijpben viszont az all, hogy ezzel a
korabban periférialis utca nyuzsgzleti kozpontta valt.

Eltintek Terézvarosbol (is) a kdlskerlletek és a Budapesttel szomszédos telepulések
téeszeinek illetve allami gazdaséagainak a bokjaAz allami vallalatok sorra medszek,

igy a Virdgértékesitési Vallalat, vagyHaztartasi BoltVallalat. Utobbi Gzlethelyiségeinek
egy részében akzurKereskedelmi Rt. rendezkedett be.

A kozel negyverdohanybolb6l minddssze nyolérzi a maltat, a koratiak és az Andrassy
aton léwk mindegyikét felszamoltak.

A Fovarosi Butor- és Hangszer-kereskedelmi Vallalatkb2iti és egyéb éfitvonalakon
talalhaté Uzleteil csak aHangszerboltmaradt érintetlen a Teréz korat 81. sz. alatt, és a
Gyermekkocsiboltnikodik kiegészitve termékkdrétgyermekbutarkkal. A tdbbi tzletben
ma ruhét (4), cift arulnak, a volt Lenin kérutsportbotnak pedig mar az épllete sem Aall.
Aranypokizlet keté van a Teréz koruton.

Prosperal viszont &eravill, az Ofotért megvannak aDra- és Ekszeboltjai és aRoltex
telies Uzlethaldzata.
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Megmaradtak amrvosi miszereketlletve a gyogyndvényeket forgalmazo lzletek acBgj
Zsilinszky Uton, dizomanyikés azalkalmi aruhazala Kiraly (korabban Majakovszkij) utca
mindkét oldalan. Nem valtozott\éadaszbolfunkcidja sem az Andrassy ut elején. Tulélték
a rendszervaltozast a koritzermester BaltaNemzetkdzi Bokks aNépmivészeti Bolts.

A Parizsi Aruhazbol a szocialista korszakban a entaruhazlanchoz tartoddivatcsar-
nok lett. Az 1990-es évek kdzepén a city kifelé tejesiésére alapozva a cég véret
profilsziikitést hajtottak végre. Kizarélag ruhazati termédetkoltotték fel az aruhazat, és a
Luxus Aruhdz mintajara magasabb arakat és luxugégaget kinalé zletet alakitottak ki.
Négy év alatt kidertlt, hogy a kérnyék lakoi magaai miatt eltavolodtak az aruhaztél, az
itt dolgozo6 vagy Ugyet intézk6zonség pedig nem tudta eltartani ezt a hatakeasske-
delmi létesitményt. Az aruhaz neve ma ismétizsi Nagyaruhgza Corvin Aruhaz leany-
vallalata. Vezdti széles valasztékukkal és megfizethéraikkal vissza akarjak nyerni a
régebbi széles vasarlokdozonsédet altaldnos aruhazi profilba a fehérngi a sportruhdig

a lakaskultaratél az agynéig, a hiradastechnikatol a konyhai eszk6zokig sokdem
belefér. Sajat reklamkatalégust és szorblapokatlkaltih a nyar folyamara akciokat tervez-
nek. A kerlleti 6nkormanyzattal egyuitkddve a Lotz-teremben kiallitAsokat rendeznek,
felajanljak ezt a reprezentativ termet aukciok,oséejlesztési programok ismertetése,
tarsasagi rendezvények szamara.

A nyolcvanas években a Skala aruhazlanc masodikepasii tagjaként a Nyugati téren
megépitették a Skala Metrét, amelyben a nyugatpesznarketek mintajara az élelmiszer
mellett ruhdzati és iparcikkeket is forgalmaztakyszefi és elegans kornyezetben. Az
élelmiszer részleg azbta a Kaiser-é€.

Ujdonsagot jelentenek a keriiletben az olyan uzkethémint pl. aTeréz Udvar A befek-
tetok ezeknél a létesitményeknél hosszu tavra gondoikadij, modern kullefhkereske-
delmi teret alakitanak ki, med@étgezve a beruhazasi (és tobbnyire a felljitasskget is),
amelyet aztan kisebb egységenként bérbe adnal Tieréz koéruton harom szinten 36
korszeti Uzlethelyiséget alakitottak ki, aminek a zémét be&is rendezték az alvallalkozok.
A féldszinten sportruhazat,6ndivatcikkek, gyerekruha, fehérnémkonyv és nyomtatva-
nyok kaphatok. Az utcaszinten wszelbs csarnok meghataroz6 eleraeSuzuki Asz
Autdszalon és a Conraglektronikai szakizlet, kaphatéak a Pannon GSMngégai, és
fotdszalont is taldlunk. A galérian kaphato Orasbi nadbutor, férfi divataru és specialis
méreti gyermek és i ruhak. Az Uzletvezét gondolt arra is, hogy az ilyen koncentralt
kereskedelmi egységek latogatoi, akik mar nem tfettél napi szikségleteik kielégitése
céljabol toltik vasarlassal az idejuket, szeretnékebdés kozben megpihenni, erre szolgal
példaul a japanok altal szivesen latogatott japdereim, és talan roévidesen vallalkozik
valaki egy kavézo Uzemeltetésére is. A Teréz Udvarkellemes meglepetésként apré
galériara is maradt hely, ahol mar meg is nyilt azéek®p®- és iparniveészeti kiallitas.
Bizunk benne, hogy az Uzleti haszonszerzés érdukdett fenn tud maradni a kortars
kultardnak ez a kedves szigete, és mindig leszkégyrivész, aki rendelkezésre bocsatja
alkotasait.

A sziken vett VI. kertlletben ma nincs s&kinyves-, illetve lemezbol Bobita a Bajcsy-
Zsilinszky uton, a Box Bt lemezbolt a Teréz korgtenKrasznar és Fiai Kft a Székely
Mihaly utcaban, a Niszaki Konyvaruhaz a Liszt F. téren, és az Uj Paradikonyvesbolt a
Teréz Udvarban.

A kiaddk kozil ma Terézvarosbanikddik a SzéphalonKonyvmiihely (Varosligeti fasor
38.) és &Kortars KonyvkiaddBajza u. 18.).

A févaros kereskedelmi fégiésének legujabb allomasa a szupermarketek illetsedra-
koztatd szerepet is betdltobbfunkcios mamubevasarl6 kézpontokzaporodasa. Teréz-

56



varos legnagyobb folyamatban téweruhazdsanak, a mintegy 200 milli6 dollaros Uj
komplex véroskozpont tervéza Nyugati palyaudvar Vaci ut fdl részén ilyen orias
bevasarlokdzpontot is megalmodtak. A hasonl6 Igtesiyek éles vitat valtanak ki
manapsag aodf/drosban az érdekelt felek kdzott és a médiabaml iberuhazék Uzleti
szamitas és nyugati tapasztalatok alapjan ugy,vibky a jelenlegi magyar fellendilés
elbir ilyen hatalmas kereskedelmi kapacitasstist. A kiskereskeik féltik a piacukat, de
reménykednek, hogy a kereskedelmi nagylizem méagelkaefog vonzani inkabb, nem &z
torzsveviket. A kerlleti 6nkormanyzat egyrészt szerettenaotsokkenteni az értékes, az
idok soran kozponti fekvésé valt terllet ipari jellegét” és a tervezett egkdzpont a
testllet elvarasa szerint fel fogja értékelni auvamelletti varosrészt, és élettel teliti a
Podmaniczky utca eddig beépitetlen oldalat.

A nagy bevasarldé centrumok elleni tamadasok edyi#rfe, hogy tomegkulturalis jelléga
befogad6 varos eredeti kultarajat hattérbe szodtberikanizalt életformat, vasarlasi és
szabadid eltoltési mintakat (pl. szerencsejaték, jaték mattak, kommersz filmeket jatszé
mozik) kozvetit szokatlanul atiiervel. Egyes tarsadalomkutatdk @erban a fiatalok és
az iskolasok fefldésére gyakorolt komplex hatast kgetezik meg.

Idegenforgalom — vendéglatas

Mar a reformkor hires utazéi dicsérték beszamokikla pesti fogaddkat és a magyar
vendéglatast. A Nador Szallot az egész osztrakdaioon legjobbjanak tartottak. Az
Erzsébet koruton a szazadforduldn megépirand Hotel Royalimpozans és minden
korabeli igényt kielégdt épllete. Ray Re#éslajos tervezte és harom és fél millié forintba
kerilt. Akkoriban nagy attrakcionak szamitottidgamos vilagitads A hotel disztermét 1919-
ben alakitottak amoziv4 itt latott a pesti kozonségéskor filmvetitést. A szallb nemcsak az
Uzletemberek kedvelt tartdbzkodasi helye, hanemsasagi, mivészeti élet egyik kézpontja
is lett. Itt tartotta képvisélalasztasi programbeszédét 1901-b&rsonyi Vilmagsaki a
Demokrata Part terézvarosi jeldltjekéntadros demokratizalasaért kiizdott. Az akkori civil
szervezetek, klubok tagsaga is szivesen tartattlerényeit az elegans kdrnyezetben.

A szocializmus idején zart vendégkor fogadasara toeebb szallodat, illetve vendéghazat
alakitottak ki Terézvarosban. A Szakszervezetek&)mss Tanacsa a hatvanas évek végén
kulfoldi szakszervezeti delegaciok elhelyezéséj@ saallodat létesitett a Benczur utca 35-
ben. 1970-ben az allami telken all6 Pedagogus \@ottionhoz Uj épliletszarnyat épitettek
93 szobaval, és tobb nagy teremmel rendélkéteremmel. A rendszervaltas 6ta a
delegaciok fogadasa mellett&drbe kerllt a szobak kereskedelmi értékesitész IlBUSZ

és a Panndnia turistacsoportjai mellett egyre &ifj@ni vendég latogatja a csaladdias hotelt.
A Benczur csalad drokoseinek engedélyével 199k étslloda Hotel Benczur-ként fogadja
vendégeit. 1993-ban az Autoném, az ESZT és a SzZERKszervezetek tulajdonaba keriilt,
az uj vagyonkezék 1995-1997 kozott teljesen felljitottak a szaltodsz utdbbi években
tovabbkép# tanfolyamok, szeminariumok, eskik zajlanak a hazban, a szalloda vezetése
igyekszik a kerilet tarsadalmi és gazdasagi életéeseményeihez méltd helyszint
biztositani.

Bér a varosi turizmusban résztée&wobbsége a belvarosi szallodakat kedveli, a D&agagy
aton épitettHotel Ligetaz utébbi idben nagyon sok vendéget fogad. A City Panziolanc
tagjaként mkoddé superior midsitédi panzido 139 szobajabdl 55 lIégkondicionaléval rendel
kezik, kil kiképzése és szolgéaltatdsainak szinvonala kieartélbbi panzié kdzul (szauna,
szolarium, massiz, kedved varosnézesi ajanlatok, reptéri transzfer, kirandulasok).
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Csoportosan érkézvendégeik egyik& célpontja a Péfi Csarnok illetve a Népstadion,

amelyekben koncertek, illetve sportrendezvényeknakn Szamukra a reggelin kivil a
szélloda ebéd és vacsora ellatast is tud biztosBaallodan kivuli vendégeknek a teraszon
kavézo all rendelkezésikre. A sajat garazs és todua kivili fekvés miatt megkdzelit-

hetbsége és biztonsagi helyzete jobb, mint a belv&zidlodaké.

Egyéni vendégeinek tobbsége konferenciara érkeady vizleti aton van. A kilfoldiek
Németorszaghol, a Szovjetunid volt tagallamaibdtar@linaviabol, illetve Francia- és
Olaszorszagbdl érkeznek. Tobb neves eurdpai Uztetemar torzsvendégnek szamit naluk.
A szdlloda kihasznalasanak javitasara rendszeness@éfatot tartanak minden lehetséges
partnerrel, kdvetségekkel, utazasi irodakkal, Wdlzasokkal és az 6nkormanyzattal.

A Liget Hotelés a Dozsa Gyorgy Gt 84. szam al&itok Liget Konferencia Kézpona
k6z0ds tulajdonos miatt (a Taverna Rt. tdbbségidolaa) j61 egyiitt tud rfikddni a vendégek
minél szinvonalasabb kiszolgaldsdban. Rendezveéinyeiksokréiek 1998 szeptemberében
példaul helyet adnak Non-profit Expo-nak, tavalfiicus KiallitAsnak, Kriminal Expo-
nak. Itt volt az MSZP kongresszusa, az orvosok |Bgim Kongresszusa, tartottak mar
Gyodgyszerész Kongresszust. A Kongresszusi Kdzpekitivkk és bankettek szamara is
kibérelhebd.

A szocializmus éveiben a VI. kerilet legjobb sz#dim a Lenin (ma Teréz) korati Béke
volt, amelyet a Hungéria Szalloda és Vendéglatdohpalalat kezelt. A reprezentativ szallo
masfélszaz szobaja mara felljitdatel Béke Radissaméven varja vendégeit.

A Révay utca 24-ben talalhatékaK Hotel Opera a Délibab utca 35-benHotel Délibah
a Munkacsy Mihaly utcaban pedigiatel Central.

Vendégbk és szorakozbdhelyek

Az urbanizaciétermészetes velejardja, hogy az emberek nappaldidtél tavol dolgoznak,
Ugyet intéznek, mas telepilésekre utaznak, igysegdzdien kialakultak a szallasadas, a
vendéglatas és a szorakoztatds kiuloakszinvonall helyei. A szazadfordulon felpezédul
szellemi-kulturalis élet, az Ujsagirds novélszerepe, az irok és kol szellemi nihelyei
hires és hirhedt vendéghoz, kdvéhdzakhoz, mulatokhoz kapcsolédtak. Egoeaappali,
de Bleg éjszakai élet részletélira Terézvaros-kdtet mas fejezeteiben tovabbi &daki
talalhatunk Hasonloképpen élvezetes olvasmanyt jelenteneknélién korabeli kédink
novelldi (Ady, Kosztolanyi és masok), Molnar Fergnablicisztikaja Pesti naplocimmel
1993-ban megjelent valogatott kitete a Nyilvanoskfigh és a Szazadvég kiadasaban,
valogatta Molnar Gal Péter), Hatvany Lajos iragasti hazak titkaicikkek a Pesti Nap-
I6ban, Olvas6 Benedek néven) Podmaniczky Frigyeddjea (Egy régi gavallér emlékei
1824-1887-ig irt naplétoredékek, valogatta Steidgta, Helikon, 1984), Erki Edit konyve
(Pest Budatol Budapestig. Képek egy varos élétédfficina’96, 1988) és masok irasai.

A hetvenes években kevés olyan étterem volt a ¥tilktben, ahol dsorral is szora-
koztattak a vendégeket. A leghiresebb a Nagymézai Moulin Rouge bar volt, amely
azota megsmt. A Béke szalld6 Kupolatermébenikddott bar helyén ma jatékterem van. A
Népkoztarsasag utja 81. alatti Hajnal Bar mégszAz Oktogon egyik sarkan all6 Savoy
barbél ebbb McDonald’s, mara pedig Burger King gyorséttetetn

Negyedszazada a Terézvarosban 16 étteremben fakszehét esténként, ma sem szalon-,
sem népi zenét, se zongora- vagy harmonikaszotietesnh hallani ezekben a vendédben.
Hangulataban biztosan szegényebb lett a kerllel.ezz
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Az Amerikabdl kiindulé és az ottani kulturalis ésgfasztasi mintak terjedését is magaban
foglalé globalizacid egyik agressziv jelensége aosiagyorsétkezdék szaporodasA.
rendszervaltas évtizedében a Terézvarosban ihdéit a hamburgerkultusz: az Oktogon
harom sarkdn egy-egy gyorséttereniikiidik. Ezek a vendégek gyors csédésére
alapozott egyen kids fogyasztasi nagylizemek egyébként eginkitlij marketing-modszer
eldhirndkei. Afranchisea termebk és kiskereskeik kdzvetlen kapcsolatara épulijfajta
vallalkozasi rendszer maris forradalmasitotta &#ezdelmet. Egy jol tkods vallalkozast
bérbe adnak egy masik vallalkozonak, aki az egeésflemi termék haszndalati jogaért
vallalja, hogy a termelési és eladasi folyamat iegfb részletéig betartja az eredeti vallal-
kozéas nikodési szabdlyait. Ez a rendszer mér szinte kiagos az autékereskedelem terén.
A korabbi kozvetih tipust kereskedelem vilagszerte visszaszorul, gykeseskedknél
lecsapddott hasznon pedig ternés fogyaszté osztozik. A franchise-rendszer neknesa
vendéglatoiparban terjed gyorsan nalunk, hanem efeegj a ruhatisztitdsban és mas
szolgaltatasok korében is. Gyors terjedését angakdnheti, hogy a keédvallalkozasok
magas bukasi kockézatat jelésen képes cstkkenteni. A fogyaszto pedig azéjbliamert

a szer#dott vallalkozok biztosan egyenletes szolgaltasagivonalat fognak nydjtani. Ezt a
véllalkozé és fogyasztobarat modszert tehat érdet@wemgatni. Ugyanakkor az onkor-
manyzatok feladata lehetne egy olyan dlteasi és szabalyozasi mechanizmus kidolgozasa,
amely megprobalja megakadalyozni az oktogoni péddiasonlé aranytalansagokat.

A bels keriletek kereskedelmi fejlesztésekor azt is figiyde kell venni, hogy a forgalom
minden 6vilése (rakodas, Uj, autés wédr, stb.) tovabb rontja a helyi lakossag életfel-
tételeit. Ezért tAmogatandd az Uminta utani arusitjsamikor az Uzletben bemutatott
termékek alapjan a kivalasztott arut a tefimidllitertleten feké raktarabol szallitjak ki a
vewonek.

A kereskedelem szempontjabdl az utdbbikidegnagyobb kihivAsa a nagy bevasarlo
centrumok szaporodasa Budapesten és kornyékén. dxikaagukban, akar egy nagyobb
fejlesztés részeként valdsulnak meg, ériasi komaiét jelentenek a meglékis- és kdzép-
vallalkozasok szamara. A VI. és a Xlll. keriletdran épil Westend City az ezredfordu-
I6ra bizonyara jeledsen megvaltoztatja Terézvaros kereskedelmi, gagdaséaéarsadalmi
életét. A projekttel kapcsolatos helyi véleményélgzdél a kdtet masik tanulmanya, ,A
Terézvaros jelene és jBje a varosatyak szemével”.

Forrasok
Régi boltok kronikdja. A pest-budai kereskedelenétietébl. KIK, Budapest 1986.
Erki Edit: Pest-Budatél Budapestig. Officina’96 K@ Budapest, 1988.

A VI. kerlleti dnkormanyzat hivatali és szakirtanyagai, a Polgarmesteri Hivatal
munkatarsaival készitett interjuk.

A Magyar Korona orszagai 1900. évi népszamlalasadiath demogréafiai eredményei. Bp.
1902.

Telefonkdnyvek.
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Takarékpénztarak és bankok

Aki ma Terézvaros utcain sétal, |épten-nyomon valgik pénzintézet modern székhazéaba,
csillog6 kilsej fiokjaba botlik. Divat lett a varosrész elegansufcain ingatlant venni vagy
bérelni, még akkor is, ha a keruleti 6nkormanyzaégabb koérnyezet javitdséra, az esetleg
védett épllet tenth Ujjaépitésére kotelezi a beruhazédkat. Ezeknekpaketeknek és helyi-
ségeknek a bdiskialakitdsa és kidskdrnyezete legtobbszor fetiéen eltér a szomszédos
épuletek szurke, mallo falaitol, kopott Iéphéazaitdl. A bvarost és benne a cityhez napjaink-
ban csatlakozé Terézvarost mas szempontbélléatmondasok jellemziarosképét, tarsa-
dalmi strukturgjat, lakéinak élet- és szocialisyhetét stb.), s ime most még egy csatlakozik a
sorozathoz: a gazdagsagot, biztonsagot, kdrséget sugall6 pénzintézetek csak az oda
betéb kliensek egy dik rétege szamara jelentenek tartds jolétet, hotsaiil biztonsagot,
kényelmes pénzkoltési médokat. A VI. keriilet lakoak tobbsége csak a fizetését vagy a
nyugdijat veszi fel ezekben a szép marvanyboritdsinokokban, és szinte semmit nem
hasznal a pénzforgalom és pénzterembgsilh lehetségei kozil.

Pedig szinte kdzhelyként emlegetjik, hogy a szblese vett mai belvaros (benne Teréz-
varos) kiépulésében és ezBildapest eurdpai nagyvarossa valasaban a mult dzaegy-
venes éveil kezdve fokozatosan kialakuld magyar bankok h&dzdk milyen oOridsi szerep
jutott. Ugyanakkor latnunk kell azt is, hogy a mult szazedji gazdasagi fellendilés és
urbanizacié sem érintette egyformarbeairos minden tarsadalmi rétegét, az akkor felduzzad
munkassag nem véletlenll szerdadtt meg néhany évtized alatt, és az Amerikabarikdr-
g6” milliék alighanem keveset érzékeltek a soksmosztalgiaval idézett akkori polgari
fejlodés pozitiv hatasaibal.

Budapest a varosegyesités és a Habsburgokkal velfydzés utdn a nemzetgazdasag
fejlodésének mozgatdja, €s egyben a kiterjedt nemzetkpzsolatok iranyitdja lett. Feudalis
jellegii agrér orszagbdl Magyarorszag néhany évtized ipkttagrar termelési és tarsadalmi
strukturaju orszag lett, igaz, az ipar j6 része dgazdasagi termékek feldolgozasban volt
érdekelt. A szazadforduldéig Budapest volt a vil&gnagyobb malomipari kdzpontja, a
malomipar 70 szazaléka avérosba koncentralédott, hiszen a termék piactataganak itt
voltak a legkedveibb feltételei. Foldrajzi helyzete, centrélis ellealigedése miatt Budapestre
futottak be az Ujonnan é@ivasutvonalak, igy nemcsak a kézuti, hanem a vaséatekedés,
valamint a hajozds kodzpontjava is valt. Magyaraysegyetlen nemzetkodzi kikgje itt
létesilt. Vasuthalozatanakréiségét tekintve hazank ekkor a hatodik volt Europaba

A bankrendszer kialakuladsa

Megléw ebbnyei miatt a Monarchiaval szembeni 6nall6 gazdadgagulésekor a fejdést
segit pénzintézetels természetes mdédon Budapestet valasztottaki teletkenységik als
helyszinéil. Az els 6t magyarorszagi nagybank és az 6sszes nagy ibitéwsasag is
Budapestre teleplilt.

A mai bankolalapfunkcioit, akincsek gyjtését ésirzését, a pénzverést és a kdlcsonaest
az Okori tarsadalmakban is meg kellett oldani, eldkmnban az ellémnzés és a folyamatok
irdnyitdsa mindenhol a papok kezében volt. A gtkégdemplomi thesaurokban tartottak az
adoméanyokat és a hadizsdkméanyt. A ROmai Birodalonmhagszervezték pénz nemzetkozi
aramlasat, a provinciak ado- és vamszgeda mai bankarokhoz hasonléan jovedelthez
hatalmi poziciékkal rendelkeztek. A k6zépkorban egyzagon belll is sokféle (fejedelmi,
varosi, uri, egyhazi) pénz volt forgalomban pé&nzvaltoka piacokon folallitott asztaloknal
(bankokndl)tizték mesterségiket. A pénzugyek 6nalld és nyilvantiszményrendszere a
kozépkori Italiaban sziletett meg a Xll. szazadkEnmintegy kétszazotven évig a firenzei
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pénzvaltdcéh tagjaitartottak a kezikben Eurdpa jelémtvarosainak forgalmat. A 13-14.
szdzadban a templomos lovagrend a keresztény tiess&gre hivatkozva (és hatalmas va-
gyonukra alapozva) szinte egyeduil intézték a nekizetpénzigyeket. Ad segitségukkel
ekkor épultek Nyugat-Eur6épa pompas goétikus kateshialés virdgzott a kultira, egészen
addig, amig Szép Fulop francia kiraly (és nyomangoArKaroly Rébert Magyarorszagon)
erdszakos uton meg nem szerezte a templomosok vagyanan eredhet a kéisreneszansz
kor nagy bankar-dinasztindinakagyona. A Mediciek, a Gonzagak, az Esték fejedkénés
papékat is allitottak, palotaik vetekedtek a kiokBval, szimbolizalva ezzel azgyhéazi-
allami-pénziigyi hatalom 6sszefonddottsadgatek a vagyonukat és befolyasukat tUkroz
épulletek lehettek az &dépei a 19. szdzad masodik felében szerte Europé&alh bank-
palotadknak.

Az els jegybank1694-ben Angliaban alakult, nemsokara allami matiopot kapott a
bankjegykibocsatasra. Mintajara sorra alakultakemzeti pénzintézetek816-ban pl. az
Osztrdk Nemzeti Bank. Ugyancsak Anglidban vezdigtlkebszor a készpénzfizetés mellett a
banki jévairasok rendszerét eéssekket(Forras: Gerle Janos: A pénz palotéi. /A mi Buda-
pestiink/. Varoshaza. Kiadja Budapesvéios Onkormanyzata Polgarmesteri Hivatala, 1994.
7-10. 0.)

Az elss eurOpai takarékpénztarale 18. szazad utols6 harmadaban alakultak, a& els
Hamburgban, a gazdag német kereékatbsban. A polgarsag akkori szemléletének megfe-
leloen a kétkezi munkasok szamara kivantak egy alagtodhbzni, amelyben nehezebb
napokratartalék pénzeket lehetett biztonsagos korilmények kozdijteni. Az els takarék-
pénztarakbetéteket gjjtottek amelyeket az allamnak adtak kolcsdn hasznosjtésraa
betéteseknek a kdlcsonzéseért attathatsokaig nem tudott intézmeényesiini, mert az egyhaz
ezt a Bibliara hivatkozva uldozte.

A kamatszedeési tilalom miatt viszont elterjedtuesora amit az allanzaloghazaklfelallita-
saval probalt letorni. E zaloghdzak &Bb beolvadtak a takarékpénztarakba, amelyek mintaul
szolgaltak Ausztria és Magyarorszagéepenzintézetei szamara is. A bécsi udvari kamara
intézményeként tkods elss Un. hitelpénztarl773-ban jelent meg Magyarorszagon, de
inkabb csak betétgjtéssel foglalkozo kezdetleges szervezet volt.

Pénzintézetek Magyarorszagon

Ausztridban az efsbécsi takarékpénztar 1819-ben alakult, 1820-ban Gyérben, Nagy-
szombatban és masutt Magyarorszagon is voltak @ingasai. Ezek a pénztarak mar maguk
gondoskodtak a befjjott pénzek hasznot hozé kihelyezégdér

A bankok és takarékpénztarak felviragzasa annagzdohed, hogy az intézményes és
jogszeti kamat révén gyakorlatilagtaljes lakossagot sikerult tigyféllé tenfil9. szazadtél
kezdve az egész gazdasagot déntbefolyasold tényéz hogy minderbankbetét nyereséget
termel mert a bankok a maguékekoncentraciojavamnonopolizéljak a hitelpiacot. A minden
aktiv, személyes részvétel nélkil kamatos kamatoteb téke maga is arucikkgéltozott”

(Isd Gerle, id. md 10. 0), és egyes kdzgazdaszok szerint ez az, aatf e nOvekedésre
kényszeritl vilaggazdasdg a katasztréfa felé sodrodik. A péyek terén lezajlo fejdés,
mint az alabbiakbdl lathat6, minden szuverénné védaagban egyszerre gazdasagi kényszer
és gazdasagfejlesztényesd, amely ugyanakkor magaban hordja a valsagok kiddatnak
csirait is.

A reformkori magyar orszagglésekena gazdasagi féjtést ebsegity intézkedések kozott
ugyan mar emlitést nyerthitelezés Bvitése és ehhez az atmenetileg szabad pénzek dssze-
gyiijtésének eszméje, Budapesten a modern bank- élldtit&kezdetei atokehiany a
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felnalmozas akadalyoztatdsa miattdtskse, az 1840-es évekre tafletSzéchényi Istvarak a
hazai pénzigyek eurdpai szinvonallva tételére komét elméleti felvetései utan (Hitel,
1830.) az el$ gyakorlati |épések megtételgay AndrasPest varmegyei tablabir6 nevéhez
fizédik. Az altala 1839 végén alapitdtazai Elg Takarékpénztdemberbarati célokatizott
maga elé, a kdznép takarékossagi 6sztonének feibset tartotta dldleges feladatanak.
Els6 betétese egy pesti Uigyvéd volt. A &éisi banknyitasi ceremdniakon kiralyi vendégeket
is fogadtak, ami a bankok jeléstgének ndvekedését mutatta. A Hazab Hiskarékpénztar
késsbb részvénytarsasagga alakulva a modernizalodéagagaegyik mozgatoja lett. Betéte-
seiknek 3-4 szzalék kamatot fizettek. A Takarék@nl1847-ben mar 1,8 millios betét-
allomany felett diszponalt, az igazi ndvekedés haarll867 utan kovetkezett be. A gazdasagi
és politikai valsagok mar akkor is meglatszottaky ggnzintézet Uzleti forgalman, a
Takarékpénztar azonban mindig készségesen fizatgtteleinek, igy nem rendilt meg
irAntuk abizalom.

Tiz évvel az el takarékpénztar pesti megnyitdsa utdn mér tébb h@anminc varosban
miikodott hasonld szereppel pénzintézmény. Uzletaaikasziikségletekhez igazodva
kibévitették, jelzalogos és un. kozkolcsonokstujtottak. Uj tevékenységként megjelent a
valtéleszamitolags 18514l a hazaiértékpapirok forgalmazasd858-ban a Pesti Hazai Els
Takarékpénztar Egyesilet palydzatot irt ki az Eggyetma Kérolyi Mihaly) és a Reéltanoda
utca sarkara Uj székhadza megtervezésére. A pdBdde( Janos szerint é&varos legszebb
lépcHhazaval) Feszl Frigyes tervei szerint 1868-ra Késdii(Az épllet — Terézvaros tobb
hasonléan értékes mult szazadi palotdjahoz hasorldfelljitasra-ujrahasznositasra var.)
Epitésekor a kereskedelmi bank értékpapir-allomam§a850 ezer, 1890-ben pedig 28 millio
peng forint volt.

A takarékpénztarakkal parhuzamosan megéeidtt akereskedelmi bankok IétrehozdsaA
varosi kereskatk koveteléseinek engedve (a Pesti Polgari Keresiedeestiilet mar 1830-
ban tekintélyes és befolydsos érdekvédelmi szerwede diszes palotat emeltek a Duna-
parton) V. Ferdindnd aldirtaResti Magyar Kereskedelmi Baskabadalomlevelét, lefiet
téve a lakossag ,elszoért erejének egységbe hozés&Eresketk folyamodvanya fogalmaz
igy) a hazai termékek eladasanak megkonnyitéséré@nzorgas meggyorsitasara. Az alapité
Ullmann Mdricz, a bank alafkéje kétmillié pengforint volt. Az el$ részvényeket Jozsef
nador jegyezte, aki lelkesen tAmogatta a bankalstpif kereskedelmi bank a mai Roosevelt
téri szalloda (Atrium-Hyatt, illetve Intercontine helyén éllott Lloyd-palotaban kezdte
miikddését, hamarosan jeléatkdlcsondket nydjtott alakuld magyar részvénysagaknak,

pl. a Kozponti vasuttarsasagnak és a Pesti HendgmmniBarsulatnak. Az 1848-ban kinevezett
Kossuth Lajos pénziigyminisztersége idején a Pemgiyar kereskedelmi bank gyakorlatilag
jegybanki funkciét toltott beossuth-bankdk A szabadsagharc leverése utan is sikerilt meg-
érizni a kereskedelmi bankot, amely 1861-re székhépitetett a Szinhaz (ma Voérosmarty)
téren Hild Jézsef tervei alapjan. (Ugyanekkor nyikeg ott a Privorszky kavéhaz, amely
1870-61 Kugler, majd a hires Gerbeaud cukraszda letthaftk kéébb a Lloyd-palotaval
szemben épitette fel Uj székhazat, (az épllet rBalagyminisztériumnak ad otthont). A
kiegyezést kovét koronazasilinnepet Pest varosa a Kereskedelmi banktdl foietthdl
fizette (Gere, i.m. 14-18).

A kereskedelmi bankkal egydten épllt 8Budai Takarékpénztagpilete az Alagut mellett,
késibb Egyesiilt Budapestidvarosi Takarékpénztiént tzemelt.

A pénziigyi élet egyik fontos kdzpontja, az Aru- Egékbzsde. Az el§ ilyen jelledi
intézmény, a ,Gabonacsarnok” 1854-ben kezdte mékpdesét szintén a Lloyd-palotaban.
1864-ben ugyanitt alakult a Pesti Aru- és Edgktle, majd amikor kiite az addigi helyét,
elhataroztak, hogy a lebontandé Ujépiilet egyikéelépitenek sajat székhazat. Alpar Ignac
aranyaiban tulméretezett tervei szerint (mintdjdrasszeli igazsagugyi palota lehetett) a
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Grunwald-Schiffer véllalkoz6 cég harom év alattzgdbgkolcsonbl megépitette azt az
éplletet, amely ma a Magyar Televizié székhaza.

Az 1867-ben a Rothschild-konzorcium altal alapiddtgyar Altalanos Hitelbank 874-ben
az allam hitelegjévé valt, amikor tamogatta az allaridselkerilésére elhatarozddincstar-
jegy-kibocsatast

1869-re tizenharom bank, hat takarékpénztar ék#iitel-intézet volt mar az orszagban.

Az Ausztriaval kotéttvamuniés megallapod&szabadda tette az emberek és &ruk forgalmét a
két orszagon belll, viszont megvédte a magyar tegraékeket a kilfdldi verserjt Ugyan-
akkor az ipari termelés vonatkozdsaban a magyHidést akadalyozta a fejlettebb osztrak
ipar dominancidja. A vamunié &lyeinek kihasznalasaban nagy szerepik volt a péazn
teknek. Nem véletlen, hogytakarékpénztérak fidkjainak szama is rovid alatt elérte a
400-at

Tisza Kalman és Wekerle Sandor stabilizaciés prografokozatosan gazdasagi fellendi-
léshez vezetett. 1878-ban létrejott a dualistacalaiszervezetDsztrak-Magyar Bank

Az 1880-as években hatalmas beruhazasokdkktekl. A pénziigyi tAmogatasban élen jart a
Kereskedelmi és Hitelbank. Legendas igazgatbjactyared az orszagnfrastrukturalis
fejlesztéseerén szerzett érdemeket\arosi telefonhalézat, helyiérdékvasutak haldzata,
villamosvasut Budapesten, Adria tengerhajézasivédsgarsasag tamogatasa). 1880-ban a
Kereskedelmi és Hitelbank bevezette a takarekbetétkonyv é&djét (Gere, i. m. 18-19. 0).

A tovabbra is fennall6okeszegénység leklizdése Ujabb kihivast jelentednaimtézeteknek,
amelyek kulfoldi, elésorban német kapcsolatokat kerestgoglevelek és kotvények kilfoldi
értékesitésévdbglalkoztak. Kulfoldi tkét el$ sorban Németorszaghbadl, Svajcbdél, Hollandia-
bél és Franciaorszaghol sikerilt behozniuk 6Reszegénység is okozta, hogy a takarékpénz-
tarak akkor kevéssé szakosodtak.

Az ezistalaprél 1892-ben tértek atanyértékre mivel az eurdpai orszagok d&legyre
nagyobb volt a nyomas az egységesitésre. A bagketa mar akkor ételjes volt a kdzos
érdekvédelem, a kockézatbiztositas érdekében &apsEnlas leallitasat is kilatasba helyezték.
A nemzetkdzi nyomasra létrejott aranyalapu pékaranavolt, amely 1926-ig funkcionalt.

A vidéki varosokban egyre tdbb takarékpénztar kenatg nikodését, fiokjaik behaldztak az
egész orszagot Erdélta Vajdasagig, a Felvidéit Szabolcsig. A dvarosi és a vidéki
pénzintézeteket irdnyitd csoportok képesek voltd&tfiolitikajukkal kiegyenlitenia ©varos
viszonylagos péndiségét és midék alland6 pénzhianyat

A Pesti Hazai EI Takarékpénztar 1894-ben 10 milli6 korona al&ptel megalapitotta a
Hazai Bank Részvénytarsasag@ masik tulajdonos a NiederOsterreichische Esdemp
Gesellschatft volt. Ez a bank mardegesen aallalkozéi kérok tgyleteivdbglalkozott.

A Magyar Kiralyi Postatakarékpénztar az 18&%i IX. tc. alapjan kezdte megikodését. A
postahivatalok 1886 februarjatol fogadtak a betdess a széles haldzat helyzetbraft
jelentett. Az orszagos, kdzpontositott intézmékisamberek bankjaolt, de a betétditésen
kivil mindenféke bankuigylettel foglalkozott. A bietiée allami garanciat vallaltak, ado- és
illetékmentesek voltak, és nem lehetett azokaglefai.

A stabil, nagy bankhazak jobban birtdk a huszazhizadi haborukat és gazdasagi valsagokat,
mint a kisebbek. Ennek ellenére 1911-ben 136 pé&eaitet, 1914-ben 175-6t, 1928-ban 194-
et, 1934-ben pedig 157-et tartottak nyilvan.c&&rosban olyan takarékpénztarakkadtek,
mint a Belvarosi Takarékpénztar, a Budapest Székésbsi Kozségi Takarékpénztar, a
Magyar Altalanos Takarékpénztar, a Magyar Orszagosponti Takarékpénztar
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A héborus gazdalkodas a bankok mozgasterétibkiésite, hadikdlcsoket kellett kibocséa-
taniuk, korlatoztdk a bankalapitast. Az éeldldghabort utdn Osszdsdilt allamtertlet, a
gazdasagi egységek széjjelszakitdsa csokkenteppenaintézetek Ulzleti lehetégeit is.
Késsbb Budapesten a kdzponti szerep tovabbi ndvekaedége Gjra tudtak fefldni, egészen a
harmincas évek valsagaig, amikor cstkkentkeakkumulacid. Az Ujabb fellendllés idején
felhalmozddott pénzeket a banktulajdonosok jovedanvallalkozasokba fektették6tt a
nagyvkes csoportok befsisszefonddasa

A pénzintézetek 1919-ben létrehoztikiekvédelmi egyesiiletikat TEBE-t, amelynek 1945
elétt 31 budapesti és 355 vidéki tagszervezete volt.

Az el nyugdij-pénztaratl928-ban hozték létre Takarékpénztarak és Bankakzdgos
Nyugdijpénztara néven. 1939-ben 80 milli6 p&nggyona volt ingatlanokban és érték-
papirokban.

A Magyar Nemzeti Bankdt925-ben alapitottak, 1927. januar 1-én Iépetbélaz Uj pénz, a
pengs, amely az Uj forint bevezetéséig, 1946-ig voltéyben.

TerUleti elhelyezkedéstakintve a szdzadfordulon fénykordd @ankviladg a korabeljcity”-

re korlatozddott A pénzintézetek tobbségekb lipotvarosi és belvarosi bérelt helyiségekben
miikodott, majd Uj bankok egy-egy helyiségében. A bagikok székhazai a szazadforduldon a
Jozsef nador térer(Magyar Leszamitold és Pénzvaltdé Bank, HitelbaRlostabank), a
Dorottya utcabanMagyar Altalanos Hitelbank, ma ez az épiilet azBgyminisztériumhoz
tartozik), aNador utca vonalanMagyar Altalanos Takarékpénztar, Angol-OsztrakniBa
majd Angol-Magyar Bank, Magyar Agrar- és Jaradékbglenleg az OTP kdzpontja, Buda-
pest Bank Rt, kédbbi nevén Cseh-Magyar Iparbank), élsbb Belvarosdutcain helyezked-
tek el. Megefsodott szerepiknek megféleh ekkorra meg akarték jeleniteni tekintélyiket a
varosképben is. Az Uj pénzpalotak Killsomlokzataiérizték a hagyomanyos olasz stilust,
amogott azonban monumentalis pénztarcsarnokokabrédl a belép elbtt, amelyek hata-
sukban templomihoz hasonlé ahitatot akartak kiméltalatogatokban. A szecesszié hazai
nagyjai az épitészeti technolégia ujdonsagainakalmiizasa mellett az ) kdzépiletek
nemzeti jelleget is probaljak hangstlyoznechner Oddnnekz mesterien sikeril példaul a
Magyar Kirdlyi Postatakarékpénztdoudai épiletének (1901) homlokzatan. A kiflsliletek
diszitbelemeiben a djjtogetést (a takarékossagot, mint ,nemzeti eréng’kincérzést, az
0rokos valtozast megjeleitszimbdlumokat (méhkas méhecskékkel, sarkany, gaarn
kigyok) régi magyar himzés és faragasmintakkal g#ggyedien alkalmazza.

Egészen mas felfogasuditpar Ignac banképluletei, a dzsdepalota (1905) vagy a Magyar
Nemzeti Bank (eredetileg Osztrdk-Magyar Bank) égelild905), amelyek monumentalita-
sukkal meghokkelek, de a kivant funkcionak megfelelnek. (A jegybdékent mas bank-
intézetekkel keril kapcsolatba, biztositani kell ggamukra, hogy kényelmesen hozzajussa-
nak nagymennyisdigpapir és fémpénzhez egy j6! ebemhet tagas udvaron.)

Ugyancsak Alpar nyerte a Pesti HazaiElsakarékpénztar Uj székhazara a Deak Ferenc utca
€s a Vaci utca sarkara 1908-ban kiirt palyazatoglya1915-ben készilt el gazdag erdtesl.
Ez volt az 1989-ben Gjra megnyilizsde el§ otthona és itt fikodik a Budapest Bank.

Az 1947 utéani bankrendszersl

A bankok éallamositasaig megikddott a mintegy 400 fiokbol allé régi pénzintézediozat.
1947-ben megtortént a bankszervezet hozzaigazéasaj tervgazdasagi struktirahoz, a
nagybankok allami ellefizés ala vétele, a XXX. torvénnyel pedig allamajtidnba vettéla
tarsasagi formabanitkods bankok részvényeit. 1948-ban a Minisztertanacdeaietével 6t
nagy intézménybe vontak 6ssze ezen intézeteket.
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A takarékpénztari tevékenységetbsdor a Postatakarékpénztarra biztak, majd 1949-ben
megalapitottak aXOrszagos Takarékpénztar Nemzeti Vallalad6t varosi és 65 vidéki
fiokkal. A takarékbetét dijtésén kivil bank- és pénzvaltéizleti feladatolatkapott, és
hatadskorébe tartozott kbzintézmények megbizasairtekesitése is. AA2952-es Un. betét-
torvénymegsziletéséig azonban az emberek nem igen laiztaiétek titkossdgaban, és nem
mertek hosszu tavra tervezni.

A konszolidacié az 6tvenes évek méasodik feléberamgtkisebb hitelakcioval ke#dott.
1955-61 az OTP vezette &bzségfejlesztési alaggamléit. Tanacsi megbizas alapjan részt
vettek a tanacsi ingatlanok Ojraértékesitésébe@l-9 kezdve pedig a tanacsok mar
kizarolag az OTP-vel Iéphettek bankkapcsolatba.

A hatvanas években az életszinvonal névekedésmieasarlasi, személyi hitelek megszapo-
rodasdhoz, mégazdasagi, kisipari hitelezé$uiiléséhez, a megindullaganlakés-épités
finanszirozasahowezetett. Emelet-raépités,detr-beépités, csaladi hazak épitése, mind alka-
lom a hosszabb tava hitelfelvételre. Az O$Rocialpolitikai feladatokats ellatott, amikor
alacsony kamatu kolcsonoket nyajtott, amelyértlaardol kamat kiegészitést kapott.

1964-6l foglalkozik az OTP valutatgyletekkel 1988-ra az idegenforgalom jeléat
emelkedése miatt mér 13 milliard forintos forgalrhanyolitottak.

1947-ben kezéltek aszerencsejatékok totdval, 1950& az OTP vette at a bonyolitdsukat.
(1988-ban 900 millié szelvényt adtak el.)

1988-ban az OTP jogositvanyt kapott gazdalkodd szervezetek szamlavezetésére és
hitelezésére. Kereskedelmi banki feladatainakaskata Kisvallalkozasi Bankot hozott létre.

1974 Ota az OTP kiépitette nemzetkdzi kapcsolat@tnzetkdzi érdekeltségOTP-Penta
ToursUtazasi Irodathozott létre. Kotvényeket bocsat ki, ingatlandkagalmaz.

1989-ben részvénytarsasagga alakult. Ekkor, akfpitk negyvenedik évforduléjan, 600
fiokjaban 12000 alkalmazottja dolgozott, és az @yszgyik legnagyobb pénzintézete volt.

1995-ben megtortént a sikerpsvatizaciq tobbségi magantulajdonba kerilt. Részvényeit
jegyzik a budapesti, a londoni és a luxemburgi kéétEsdén. ldkdzben az arfolyam a
kibocsatasi ar 6tszérosére emelkedett.

1996-ra a legszélesebb ugyfélkorrel rendelkemiverzalis bankka fejlott, a magyar
bankszektor eszkdzallomanyanak tobb mint 28 széaialéezeli, mérlegéfosszege (1250
milliard Ft) harom és félszerese az utdna koveéikegnagyobb bankénak. Ezt az oériasi
forgalmat 378 fiokja bonyolitja szerte az orszagbBinamikusan fefldé elektronikus
hal6zatahoz 521 ATM és 3718 POS tartozik, az 6gszezsfelvev automata 45 szazaléka.

Az OTP két legfontosabb lzletaganak a lakossagzé&mkormanyzati Ugyletek bonyolitasat
tartja. 1997-ben az 6nkormanyzatok 94 szazalékaTdz Bank RT-t valasztotta szamlakézel
bankjanak.

A pénzintézeti halozat kevésbé latvanyosdikdds szektora az 1956t megléw takarék-
szOvetkezetelaz allampolgarok 6nkéntes személyi és vagyonutasai. A fvarosban csak a
legutébbi években terjedtek el. 1988 végén 48 d@mnillbs betétallomannyal rendelkeztek.

A rendszervaltas oOta sok 0j bank alakult, amelyekef/ékenysége méar a megujulé vallalati
szféra pénzellatasa, hazai és nemzetkdzi pénzemgét intézése. Ugyanakkor ezek a
kereskedelmi bankok sem mondanak le a lakossaéiebail, folyoszamla-kezelést vallalnak

€s segitenek elterjeszteni az Up-idés készpénzkimel fizetési mddszerek és formak
sokasagat. (Csekk, valto, forint- és valutaalapiyl&, reklamceéla Gzleti kartyak, telefonos
bankszolgéltatas stb.)
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Epitészeti formanyelviiket tekintve a szocializmisé évtizedeiben megvalosuld pénzintézeti
fejlesztések (fiokok szamanak novelése) ,funkciamalisra hivatkozva a teljes igénytelenség
jegyében” torténtek (Gerle, i.m. 64. 0.). A hetven&vekbdl a nemzetkdzi érdekeltség
pénzintézetek megjelenése és igényesebb OTP-fikied&kitdsa hozott valtozatossagot. A
nyolcvanas években megszaporodott a hazai bankokasis, 1994-ben mar mintegy hetven
pénzintézet ritkodott, igaz jo részuk kulfoldi bank kirendeltsége.

Napjaink banképitkezései a szazadforduloéhoz haseliendulést tikréznek. Ezek a banki be-
ruhazasok azonban mar nem feltétlenil a hagyomatiméneti stilusformakkal prébaljak rep-
rezentalni sajat hatalmukat. Gerle Janos az atélifpusokba sorolja a mostani épitkezéseket:

1. Rossz allapotu, mult szazadbeli lakGéplletek teljpgemléki jelleg felljitdsa a
funkcidvéltasaz épllet megmentésének szinte egyetlen redidotdye. (Pl. a Credit
Lyonnais felGjitotta a J6zsef nador tér 7. szarntidasszicista, a Postabank ugyanitt az
egykori Blumenstockl-hazat. A&ndrassy Ut#s a Kaldy utca sarkaae Internationale
Nederlanden székhaza telepllt a 9. szam alatttgimo A Budapest Bank Honvéd utcai
székhaza eklektikus épllet feltjitasaval alakuli_kigujabban a Kereskedelmi- és Hitel-
bank vette meg és Ujitotta fel eredeti szépségab@ktogon egyik értékes saroképuletét.

Uj jelenség, hogy olyan iizleti érdékbk, beruhdzok jelentkeznek a helyi polgarmestera-hiv
talban, akik a helyredllitds utéwem lakohazkérakarjak nikodtetni az épileteket. Nem vé-
letlen, hogy elssorban bankok és nagyvallalatok johetnek szamitéadbnek elég pénzik,
hiteliik van ahhoz, hogy kivarjak a tetemes felgjitdltség megtériilését. Az Andrassy ut 40-
42. felujitdséat példaul a Kvantum Investment BankvRllalta.

Jegyzet: 1117 Bp. Budafoki u. 79. 464-4085, Intermevw.kvantumbank.huFejlesztési dkebefektetések;
Corporate Finance tanacsadas; Vagyonkezelés,detdés).

2. Korabbi kdzintézményi székhazak atalakitassal fndkbavétele. A Realbank Rt. pl.
egy Andrassy Uuti villaban kapott egy emeletet. Azategoridba tartozé beruhazasok is
gyakran segitenek mégzni arra érdemes Ujabb épileteket az utdkor sema

3. Kisebb bankképviseleteknek sokszor a nyolcvanaskt@vekezdve sorra épéil
kereskedelmi kozpontok adnak helyet. Sok példaevipusra a Belvaros teriletén.

4. Egyes fiokok kulonféle régi Uzletek, vendéglatdéb&hatalakitasaval jottek létre. llyen
pl. a Konzumbank Fogyasztasi Szovetkezeti BankaRNyugati palyaudvar melletti
egykori dnkiszolgald étterem helyén, vagy a Merkarmdltd- és vagyonbefektétBank
Rt. (Jozsef Attila 24.), az egykori Dordrecht Beitd épuletében @kodott valamikori
magyar Kiralyi Patika helyén.

5. Uj épiiletek és késziilnek, legtobbszor foghijtelkegyetlen (j homlokzat keril tehat
egy zéart hazsorba. A Budapest Bank belvarosi igazgga pl. a Kiraly utca 16./A szam
alatt, a leendl vigalmi negyed irodahazai kozé kertilt. atalak&éddvités eredménye a
Sziv és a Szondi utca sarkan allé Ybl és PolgankBa

6. Uj tipusnak tekinthét a V1. keriilletben az 1994-ben alakult Eximbank (etqimport)
Nagymed utcai csupamarvany székhaza, amely két szomst&€dokelyén épilt, nem
6rzo6tt meg semmit az utca eredeti jellegiébanem tudatosan és latvanyosan eliit azok-
tél anyagaban, fdln6en modern vonalvezetéseivel, technikai-informatfiedszereltsé-
gének felmutatasaval.

Ezek az U] banképlletek mar nem fogadnak be Udetekint a régi székhazak, mert a biz-
tonsagi szempontok fontosabbak lettek. Ezért edszig,zarvanyokként” élnek a varos-
ban. Homalyos vagy atlatszatlan nap¥éileg, egyenruhas biztonsagjiok, golydalld

pénztarivegek hangsulyozzak az tgyfélnek, hogyg¥elnek a biztonsagra. ,A bankfio-
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kok a Koruaton (Nyugati tér, Oktogon), az Uzletptrkdkdz06tti vak kirakatok, az Erzsébet-
varos és a Terézvaros bankjai az atjarhaté udvkoaktt elfalazott betontdmbokként
sorakoznak (Kiraly utca). Az egyik jelleihzehat, hogy ... feszilltségkekersteret hoznak
létre maguk korul” (Gerle, i. m. 65-67. 0.).

A bankszféraban meglévigény és képesség arra, hogy a megcélzott polgabdidéshez
mélté terekben és berendezési targyak kozott fedgtla gazdasagfejleéztevékenységiket,
pozitiv hatassal van és még ink&bb lesz a kbzv&tiemyezetre, a varosra és a szomszédban
lakdkra egyarant. A bankok és biztositotarsasagoklgik kozott helyeztek Ujra hangsulyt
olyan mar-mar elfeledett ,polgari* erények kovet&tss gyakorlasara, mint a rend, a tiszta-
sag, az esztétikum a mindennapi kérnyezetben, irfeaidsag, a pontossag, az alkalma-
zottak segilikészsége és udvariassaga. A bankok is olyan hebmklyekben az évente
ideérked kdzel negyven millié kilfoldi ets benyomasokat szerez a magyar gazdasagrol és a
szolgaltatasok kulturaltsagarol.

Jegyzetek, irodalom
A Belss-Terézvarosban a kévetkiebankok fibkjait latogathatjuk:

Ing Bank Rt1061 Andrassy ut 9. 268-0140
Realbankl062 Bp. Andrassy ut 124. 269-1099,
1063 Bp. Munkéacsy M. u. 17. 131295
Eximbank1065 Bp. Nagymezu. 44. 269-0580
(Hypobank Hungaria RtL065 Bp. Nagymezu. 44. 301-5100)
Orszagos Takarékpénztar R062 Bp. Andrassy Ut 83-85. Tel: 322-9295
1061 Bp. Andrassy at 6. Tel: 311-7061
1064 Bp. Podmaniczky u. 59. Tel: 312-4620
1061 Bp. Dalszinhaz u. 2. Tel: 268-0726
1066 Bp. Teréz krt. 18. Tel: 332-5957

Forras. Gergely Lajos: A takarékpénztarak kialakulasamé&odése Magyarorszagon. 72-
105. o.

Tovabbi irodalom az érdekbdék szamara

Jirkovszky Sandor: a magyarorszagi pénzintézetetériéte az els vilaghaboru végéig.
Budapest, 1945.

Dr. Szentivanyi Istvan: Lakosséagi pénziugyek, péazeti tevékenység. KJK, Budapest, 1985.
Varhegyi Eva: Bankok versenyben. Pénziigykutat@Rdapest, 1995.
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Terézvaros jelene és joije a varosatyak szemével

Jegyzet: Az Osszeallitas alapjaul terézvarosi viket (polgarmester, polgarmester-
helyettesek, képvigdl, hivatali vezetk) készitett szobeli interjiim és a Terézvaros c.
Ujsdgban megjelent kordbbi interjuk szolgaltak. tBmimondok kdszonetet Borsany
Gyorgynek, D Zoltannak, Kalman Gyorgynek, Lantosei@k, Marian Miklésnak
Szpirulisz lldikénak, Vaisz Péternek hogy megas#tatelem elképzeléseiket, terveiket,
elmondtak véleményiket.

Budapest elismerten gyonybwvaros, de még ahhoz is, hogy értékeit a jelenszgiten
megirizzik rengeteg pénzre van szikség. Minderikt édmertek a varos infrastruktaraja és
intézményei mkodtetésének nehézségei, a tovabbi fejlesztéshmbarm nagysagrendekkel
nagyobb &ke és a tavlatban gondolkodas képessége kell. Amtieszélgetni kezdtem
Terézvaros jelenlegi gazdaival, a polgarmestehelyetteseivel és az dnkormanyzati kép-
visebkkel, arra voltam kivancsi, vajon milyen tavu elkéfgsekkel, viziokkal rendelkeznek
arrol, milyen lesz Budapest 6t vagy tizenot év raglvaltozik-e dvarosunk nemzetkozi
kbzpont szerepe, jellege, ha belépink az Eurdpdildanés a NATO-ba, és milyen szerepet
fog jatszani Terézvaros avaroson bell.

A varosfejlesztésben, kilondsen a kétmillio lakésiaroséban sok szerépek kell egyet-
értésre jutnia ahhoz, hogy akar csak egy projelgvalésuljon. Az énkormanyzati rendszer
négyéves ciklusai lathatéan akadalyozzak, hogy smabasu koncepciok, atfogd tervek
sikerrel befeje&djenek. Ezért is nézlink maig elismeréssel azoksxéa-szazhisz évvel
ezebtti budapesti varosatyakra, akiknek a kapitalizrmaihoz sokban hasonld) viszonyai
kozott — éppen Terézvarosban — az akkori allapapktépest hatalmasoeelépést jelerdt
koncepciondlis varosfejlesztést sikerilt végremiyta Akkor lathatdban sokat segitett az
szazadforduléra a millenniumi Gnnepségekre valézidédés az dik Osszefogasdban, a
dontések hatarozottsdgadban és a végrehajtas kiettkeégében: Budapest vilagvarosi
jelleget kezdett dlteni.

A varosfejlesztés és a vele Osszeftiggirospolitika egy soha véget nend dolyamat. A
benne résztvédk észlelik a gazdasag kihivasait és a lakossagyéienerveket fogadnak el és
valésitanak meg, intézményeket hoznak létre, magdjainak és Gjra szamba veszik az
elmult idsszak torténéseit. Minden tervezeés ellenére a Jviéél-idore tele lesz ,spontan”
objektumokkal, diszfunkciondlis intézményekkel, sidalmi problémakkal, amelyeknek
kovetkezményeit, tanulsagait levonva, figyelembeev@ra meg kell hatarozni egy kovetkez
belathato idszak fejlesztési programjét.

A févaros mindenkori vezét id6rol idére kénytelenek voltak figyelembe venni a varos-
fejlesztés, mint szakma nemzetkdzi tendenciai iejlett ipari orszagok és a harmadik vilag
metropoliszainak kialakulasaval parhuzamosan (grmahy jott létre, az urbanisztika. Ennek
eredményei sok épitészt,imészt, tarsadalomtuddésokat és politikusokat is &dsetetett,
hogy a magyarorszagi varosok dejését allandéan dsszehasonlitsak a nemzetkdzeklead

is. Ez az 6sszehasonlitas (a gazdasagdidiggisel kapcsolatos viszonyulasainkhoz hasonldan)
a torténelem legtobb periédusaban nem volt rAnkené@azan kedveiz

A torténelmi belvarosokkal rendelkirurdpai nagyvarosok féfiése azon az uton haladt, hogy
a bel$ keruletekben fokozatosan csokkent a lakasok s&snaa Uzleti élet szerépfoglaltak

el az ott taldlhaté értékes hazakat. Varhatéan pestan is ez a fégiési trend érvényesil
majd. Mar megindult ez a féfiési folyamat: az Andrassy uton és a Teréz koraggsz bér-
hazak megvételére kapott az 6nkormanyzat ajantatBkaa folyamatot a testiilet legtébb tagja
jonak tartja és tamogat minden olyan javaslatoglgel ezt pozitiv iranyba lehet befolyasolni.
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Az Orokseég: tények és a varosi kdzérzet

Terézvarosnak a Bajcsy-Zsilinszky uttél az Oktogderjed bels) része advaros térténelmi
varosmagja koré kiterjedt City része. Az Oktogomrtdd6zsa Gyorgy Utig terjdész éppen
napjainkban valik a City részévé. Ez azt jelentigyh a kovetségi villasor mogott huzédo
szegényebb, proletarabb rész is lassan elindulteguulas utjan. A Nyugati palyaudvar
mogotti varosrész a 20. szazad elején alakultikkipakezdett terjedni a varos a Liget felé, és
évtizedek elhanyagoltsaga utan mara végképp megévattozasra.

A city minden nagyvaros legellentmondéasosabb réggevan ez Terézvarosban is. Uzlet-
haldzata, ellatottsagi szintje j0, bankjai a hazdeti forgalom mellett nemzetk6zi Ugyleteket
bonyolitanak, de ezek azéaldk vilagvarosi gondokkal parosulnak: zsufolt,0zjlevedije
szennyezett, a meglévak és kertek ezt aligha birjak kompenzalni.

A legrosszabb a tél. Januar vagy februar, amikoalagsony feltk alatt megall a csucs-
forgalom, az utokbdl kipufogd gézok visszatdmek a 40 éve sebhelyes hazfalakrol, az
aladucolt bérhazbol kilépfiatalasszony nem tudja kitolni a babakocsit, rkeresztbe all egy
szabalytalanul parkolé auté. Egy-egy szélvédetuiiipan piszkos kartondobozok jelzik, ott
fagyoskodott valaki az éjszakaéNennink a rossz érzés. A Nyugati aluljaréban lésps
kortalan emberek aruljak a ,Fedél nélkil” gépetiadhit, mellettik eldlit sérostivegek. (De
mit is inndnak mast, a McDonald’s k&véja, Gjitse olcsobb, és ki is nézik onnan.)

Nyéaron legalabb sit a nap, még éksatcakon rakodas vagy csatornaépités miatt elakadt
tetejére is...

A cél tehat ennek a terliletnek lakhatébba tételearsmaszok (kutyapiszok, szorakozohelyek
zaja), a konfliktusok orvoslasa, a nagy forgalomattiulterheltség csdkkentése. A polgarok
és az dnkormanyzat egyarant azt szeretné, hogyl@gyen itt élni: probalnak szé#ebb,
lazabb, zoldebb részeket kialakitani, hogy Ujraessn vegyenek lakast az emberek ebben a
kerlletben. Ehhez a bécsi Mariahilfer, a testvéreérszolgaltatja a mintat. Ott mar bebizo-
nyosodott, hogy vissza lehet csabitani polgargeet az egyszer mar lepusztult negyedekbe,
s6t ha j6 kereskedelmi, szolgaltatasi, és korsasthal6zatot alakitanak ki, értelmiségiek,
diakok kozott akar divatta is valhat ide koltdzni.

A kerllet nem egységes, bglszegregacios szigetek talalhatok benne. A Munkdibyly
utca végen talalhato eldregedett hazak valdsegnmar csak lerombolasra valok. Az Operatdl
tavolabb feké utcdk gyakran gettoszem zsufolt hazai szintén a lepusztulas jeleit njgkat

A korabeli bérhazak beisstrukturdja sem egységes, hatsd udvaraik komfakiiih szoba-
konyhas lakasokat rejtenek. A j6modubb lakossag koédbban elkdltdzott innen, helylkre
nagycsalados, hatranyos helyzesoportok érkeztek. Tobbségik az 6nkormanyzat|ges
hagyatkozva, kitorés esélye és a valtoztatas igaélil éli az életét.

A kerlleti lakossag tobbsége alkalmazottakbdl téssegben megoregedett kdzéposztalyi
emberekBl, féleg rokbsl all, akik lassan elszegényednek és ma mar képklanyagi és
lakashelyzetikon valtoztatni.

A torténelmi varosmag rekonstrukcioja nagyjabdl thegnt Budapesten, de a 19.-20. szazad
forduldjanak jorészt szecesszioemlékeivel hatvan éve nem tortént semmi, ezek &kdyu
tonkrementek. A City kerlletei jelenleg egy Ossrgjudt fovarosi ill. kormanyprogrameért
szallnak sikra a tagabb belvaros rehabilitacio@elétben, arra hivatkozva, hogy ez nem
csupan a keruleti 6nkormanyzatok, nem is csak Bestajigye. A riemlék hazak legalabb
kulss rendbehozatalahoz mintegy 35-40 milliard foridane sziikség. Csak a Kérond négy
nagy bérhazéara ra lehetne kélteni az dnkormanygatéees koltségvetésének dsszegét, 8
milliard forintot. Hatdsagi kotelezettség az élasxédyessé valt, aladucolt, vizeedadzak
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felljitasa. (A belvizet a Széchenyi-fisrébrrasai és mellékagai okozzak a MAV-korhaz korili
hazakban.) Az O utca 24-hez hasonlé hazak soramgga@dzitett bombaként ketyeg, a
kozponti intervencid elkerilhetetlennek latszikheh azonban nemzetkdzi programokbal
kellene palyazatokat elnyerni, hiszen &é#&rosi Onkormanyzatnak a 23 keriiletre alig 300
millié forint fejlesztési forrasa van. Uniés prograk elnyerésének azonban az a feltétele,
hogy a szdzhusz éve kiemelt fejlesztési forrdsekats févaros el tudja fogadtatni ezeket a
szukségleteket orszagos érdekként.

A kozben lezajlott privatizacid miatt magantulajtbankerilt épiletek rendbehozataldhoz
olyan banki konstrukciot, olcsé hiteleket kellenetdsitani, amely a lakok6zdsségeknek is
lehetséget adna a részvételre. A renovalatlan hdzaknemnasak a varosképet rontja, hanem
elriasztja a turistdkat és a potencialis befékiet is.

Erthet és jogos tehat a lakok indulata, akik az 1990 ¥4 koz6tt lezajlott gyors lakas-
privatizdcioban megvasarolhattak onkorményzatijdolaba kerult tanacsi lakdsaikat, és
mostanra kildtastalan helyzetbe keriltek. A gydrgaska két érdek talalkozédsa volt. Az
Onkormanyzat igyekezett megszabadulni lerobbaripfigs nyomokat visélhazaitdl, hiszen
tudta, hogy felljitasukra nem lesz pénze. A laké#ig tulajdonszerzési lazban égtek ebben
az idbben (fold vagy ingatlan), és nem nézték a bérhdmddzaki allapotat, csak szerették
volna minél hamarabb sajatjuknak tudni a helyet| &knak. Feltehéen kdzrejatszott ebben
az a tapasztalat is, hogy a hazak fenntartdsavabkan megbizott IKV-ra addig sem igen
lehetett szamitani. Az édebbek tdbbsége attdl félt, hogy esetleg mas wveegilakasukat a
fejuk folul, illetve szerették volna 0Orokollgee tenni azokat. Masok megérezték a
konjunkturat a dologban; az 6nkormanyzat tulajddeeted Terézvaros VagyonkezeRt.
kedved vételadrakat szabott. Sokan biztak abban, hogyl@s \é& toredéekéért megvéasarolt
jobb lakdsokat ébb-utébb sokszorosaért el lehet majd adni azokrdképrétegeknek, akik
képesek kivarni a nagyjabol 15 év mulva esedéleEnthilést, amikor ezek a lakadsok nagy-
véllalkozdk szadmara értékessé valnak.

A lakék hamar rajottek, hogy tulajdonosnak lentelfességgel is jar. A fiszakilag legsurgr
sebb esetekben az 6nkormanyzatnak kézbe kelldgttaaraa, vissza nem téritehddmogatas
megszerzéséhez palyazatokat irtak ki tarsashadzakasa, a lakokozosségnek legalabb a
felljitasi 6sszeg 55 szazalékaval kell rendelkezhiképvisebk egy része bizik abban, hogy
a tulajdonosi tudat fejtiésével (és tegyik hozza, az életszinvonal vadragikedésével) a
lakdkozdsségek sok renovalasi feladatot maguk ¢ tongnak majd oldani.

A mostanra befejérlott lakasprivatizaciobol szarmazé dnkormanyzatiébelek a szakem-
berek szerint még arra sem elégségesek, hogy arriakyzati tulajdonban maradt lakasokat
feldjitsak.

Ma mar a kertleti testlilet csak akkor foglalkozikvdbbi privatizaciéval, ha olyakedve#
ajanlatot kap, amelynek révén megvalosul a felljitas éstimnioakosok is jol jarnak. A fel-
Ujitdsok masik modja palyazatkiirds Ezekkel az 6nkormanyzat megszabhatja a fejlesztés
irAnyat, de megsporolja az 6nkormanyzat pénzénllghetség példaul a Balettintézet korl
folyd, az egész tombot értnberuhazas kérdése. A tervek szerint a Balettini@kéltozne a
kerlletben egy masik jobb allagu éplletbe, az Assirdit 25. pedig funkcidvaltassal Ujulna
meg. A beruhdzé a tdmb belsejében mélygarazstziepagkot alakit ki és gondoskodik rola,
hogy a koérnyed hazak is megujuljanak. A Vérosmarty utcaban a SkBshter melletti ingat-
lan eladdsanal hasonlé stratégiat alkalmazott karimdnyzat: a beruhazék minden korryez
héz tatarozasat elvallaltdk és még egy 60 lakadahzat is felépitenek. Hasonld befektet
szandék talalkozott az dnkormanyzat igényével aramitzky utca — R6zsa utca — Izabella
utca tdmbjében, ahol Uj lakasokat épitenének éfektietvel k6zds cél, hogy a szomszédban
ne éktelenkedjenek eléregedett hazak, amelyekektiedds értékét csokkentenék.
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Uj jelenség, hogy olyan uzleti érdélbk, beruhazok jelentkeznek, akik a helyreallitasuta
nem lakdhazkénbkarjak nfikodtetni az épuleteket. Itt6leg bankok és nagyvallalatok
johetnének szamitasba, akiknek elég pénzik, hiteditkahhoz, hogy kivarjak a tetemes fel-
jitasi koltség megtérilését. Az Andrassy Ut 40fdlijitasat példaul a Kvantum Investment
Bank Rt. vallalta.

1117 Bp. Budafoki u. 79. 464-4085, Internet: wwvaktumbank.huFejlesztési dkebefektetések, Corporate
Finance tanacsadas, Vagyonkezelés, letétkezelés)

A Belss-Terézvarosban mar 6t bank fidkjait latogathatjuk:

Ing Bank Rt. 1061 Andréssy ut 9. 268-0140
Realbank 1062 Bp. Andrassy Ut 124. 269-1099,
1063 Bp. Munkéacsy M. u. 17. 131295
Eximbank 1065 Bp. Nagyméa. 44. 269-0580
(Hypobank Hungaria Rt. 1065 Bp. Nagyrier 44. 301-5100)
Orszégos Takarékpénztar Rt. 1062 Bp. Andrassy-@583el: 322-9295
1061 Bp. Andrassy at 6. Tel: 311-7061
1064 Bp. Podmaniczky u. 59. Tel: 312-4620
1061 Bp. Dalszinhaz u. 2. Tel: 268-0726
1066 Bp. Teréz krt. 18. Tel: 332-5957.

Az dnkormanyzati rendszer szerepe, hatasa a varofifesztésben

A képvisebk egy része méltanytalannak érzi, hogy a kdzpefepiilésfejlesztési forrasokat a
Foévaros kapja és az un. forras-megosztas intézméwgn latja el a kerlleteket a torvényben
elsirt koteled feladataik ellatasahoz szilkséges pénzzel. ig®0160 ezer lakosu keriiletek
csak kemény egyeztetvita utan, kdzvetve kapjak meg a szilkséges fokedsanikdzben
néhany ezres lakossadgszamu telepulési 6nkormamkykéatvetlenill kapjak meg ugyanezt a
pénzt. Véleménylk szerint a kéts#ifiévarosi kozigazgatas, a forrasmegosztas a rendszerbe
eldre beépitett konfliktus, és tartésan nem maradimat. f

Terézvarosban a kotelekerileti feladatok megoldasahoz sziikséges pénehetkleg csak
mintegy 60 sz4zalékéat kapja meg a helyi 6nkorményza

Az éves normativa emelések még az inflacié szisgét érik el. Vegyik pl. az oktatési fel-
adatokat. A keriletnek 8 dévodaja, 8 altalanos &koés 4 gimnaziuma van (a szakkozép-
iskolak és a szakmunkasképmntézetek advarosi dnkormanyzathoz tartoznak). A j6 szinvo-
nald gimnaziumok fenntartasat azéetsklus képviseitestilete dnként atvallalta &vérostol.

Ez akkoriban alku targya volt. A kozponti koltsétpsben az oktatds nyolc szazalékkal
részesedik, Terézvaros ennek kdzel kétszeresétjfoadgyermekek oktatdsara-nevelésére.

A 40 szézaléknyi forrdshiany csokkentésére elvbi@nb tmegoldas létezik. Le lehetne
sZikiteni az oktatasi-nevelési feladatokat, mint ahegsl rendszeresen olvashatunk méas
onkormanyzatok esetében, de ez azzal jarna, hagynaonalas, a tehetségek gondozasara
torekws, esélyegyeidséget biztositd intézmények legalabb felét be keéami! Masik
.megoldas” az 6nkormanyzati vagyon felélése, amidgmronkorméanyzati testilet tgy dont,
hogy a keletkeZ (pl. privatizacios) bevételeket a sziikséges éstdélges fejlesztés helyett a
miikodtetési kdltségek kiegészitésére forditja.

Ez torténik mostanaban a lakas- és éplletalloma@hyjithsaval kapcsolatban. 1998-ban
mintegy 8 és fél milliardos a kerllet koltségvetésgibbek szerint akkor lehetett volna
érzékelhet valtozas a terézvarosi hazak allagaban, ha enndisszegnek legalabb a felét
renovalasra forditottak volna.
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Harmadik megoldaskén kinalkozik a forrashiany cevké&sére aelyi adokkivetése. Ezt az
olyan szegényebb kerlletekben, mint Terézvaros,épvikebk tobbsége nem tartana
tisztességesnek, hiszen itt ddhbbbségében nyugdijasok, halmozottan hatranygzdiigbk
laknak. Ezenkivil, mindenki tudja, hogy rossz &lkdplakasokat adott el az 6énkormanyzat
olyan embereknek, akik az inflacional lassabbanllezdé bérkbl, fizetéstdl vagy nyugdijbol
élnek. Igy a szociadldemokrata-szabaddemokrata égplestilet nem engedte, hogy ingat-
lanadot vessenek ki. Bevezették viszont a telekahbta palydzaton eladott tres telkek utan
kell fizetni addig, amig az épitkezést be nem fkjeA vallalkozasoktdl, bankoktdl,
kereskedelmi egységeéktépitményadot és ipédzési szednek. Ezzel egyltt nem valogzin
hogy sokaig el lehet odazni a tovabbi lakossagijilalok kivetését.

A privatizacio befejezésével valositieg megsinik a forras kiegészitésnek ez a modja, és
valamilyen médon racionalizalni kell majd az inté#dozatot.

Az 1990-94 koz6tt az 6nkormanyzati testilet atvaiteOrszagos Kemléki Bizottsagtol az
Andrassy Ut értékes, de felljitasra szorul@mlék hazait, nem szamitva arra, hogy ezzel egy
chdtdmeget vesz at, hiszen az ilyen hazakbal lékasokat elidegeniteni nem lehet, a
bizottsdg nem engedélyezte, hogy ezeket a lakdsuk@nként eladjak, a varhato felljitasi
koltség pedig legalabb 6tszér akkora, mint mas krééda

Az Andrassy Ut hazaival kapcsolatban, az az albaslarélemény, hogy ha nem akarjak
megvarni, amig azok sorra dsséeek, akkor vagy tdAmogatast kell szerezni a fel§j
valahonnan, vagy pedig olyan politikai dontést kéllalnia a testtletnek, hogy funkciovaltas
engedélyezésével idegeniti el ezeket a hazakater@zgre Budapest maig legszebb sugarutja
divatos terepe lett mara a bankoknak és biztoaigasagoknak. (A Lukacs cukraszda hazat a
CIB Bank Uujitotta fel, egy masik épulet megvétélésikertlt megegyezni a Nationale

Nederlanden-nel.)

A kertlet érdekében munkalkod6 képuigetobbsége itt lakik, Terézvaroshaétinfel, sziv-
ugyének tekinti e varosrész fajiését, szemeély szerint is fontosnak tartjak agldtt jolétét.
Mégis el$sorban a polgarmesterrel és az alpolgarmesterdkkghtott beszélgetésekb
éreztem, hogy a felédség mellett ugy érzik, hogy befolyasolasi 16bégik is van a kerllet
jovojére.

Az dnkormanyzati rendszer kialakulasa o6ta eltefivB8szinte még csak arra volt elegénd
hogy felmérjék, mennyire 8kos lehebségei vannak egy-egy 6nkormanyzatnak a kéros ten-
dencidk megdllitasara, a varosnegyed felvirdgosdada Ennek oka részben a helyi hatalom-
valtas ciklikussaga, vagyis az, hogy latvanyo &k beinditdsara még elég lenne 4 év, de a
folyamatok folytatasara és befejezésére rendszeeint. Valoszitileg a képvisélk hozza-
alldsan, partdésszetételén is mulik, hogy a Budapelsh kerlleteiben elengedhetetlen toémb
rehabilitacidkat melyik kertlet tudta mar eredmé&mgye elkezdeni, és melyik all még csak a
munkak megkezdése kiiszobén.

A févarosi city-6vezet hazainak leromlott allaga ma annyira rontja a varosképet, hogy
felteheten sem advaros, sem az allam nem fog tudni elég forrastobizani ezek gyors
megujitdsara. Pedig az urbanisztika szakembertitdiumar kimutattak, hogy az elhanyagolt
belvarosu nagyvarosokban megindul a szlamosodésa dimdzés novekedésével, elszegé-
nyedett rétegek bekdltdzésével, nagy terlletekéMmienedésével jar. Ezt pedig j0 lenne
nalunk elkertini.
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A megujulas szigetei Terézvarosban — a konkrét teek
WESTEND

A kerllet egyik legrégibb és legrosszabb allapatéze a Podmaniczky utca, Munkacsy
Mih&ly utca kornyéke, amely tipikus jeleit mutagaszlamosodasnak. A két-haroimék
kiutalt 6nkormanyzati lakasokban az ott laké elgrsgdett lakossagi csoport befogado
életmodja miatt néhany év mualva 10-12 személytirtald akik Ujra megjelennek az
onkorményzatnal szocialis lakaskérelmikkel. A reedst szakképzettség nélkili féttek
nem taldlnak munkat még Budapesten sem, igy medg@éliie részben a feketegazdasagban
torténik, ezeken a tertileteken nehéz megallitabir@zést és a devidns magatartas egyéb
formait. Mivel ez a tertlet nagyon kozel van toddaddsi intézményhez, minden érdekelt
orommel fogadta a Nyugati palyaudvar kdrnyezetétmmezett WESTEND beruhazast,
amelynek eredményeként az ezredforduldig a koraAwv raktarakkal lefoglalt ipari
terllet helyénij varoskdzponjn majd Iétre.

A komplex WestEnd elképzelés megval6sulasa Uj, nkdleddig szokatlan médon fogja
atalakitani a torténelmileg kialakult Budapest lstiiajat.

1998 tavaszan a megkérdezettek helyi vkzaébbsége egyetértett azzal, hogy Terézvaros és
Budapest sokat nyer a WestEnd terv megvaldsulé&taresEgy évvel korabban még egyikik
sem volt annyira optimista, hogy hitte volna, azéforduldig megujul a Nyugati palyaudvar
kornyéke, és elhanyagolt, periférialis helyizegrilet helyett igazi, tobbfunkcids nagyvarosi
kozpont vélhat béle.

A fovaros rovid tavu fejlesztésének talan legnagyobtut@zasa keztiott 1998-ban a
Nyugati palyaudvar mogott, a korutra @déesarnokhoz vezétsinek mentén. A raktarak és
keritések elbontdsa utan mar a jaraKels dobbenten tapasztaljak, mekkora értékes — mma
belterlleti — félddarab hevert ,parlagon” mostandigmig a koriilmények szerencsés egybe-
esése révén egy magyar és kilfoitlievel alapitott részvénytarsasag jogot nem nyed,ar
hogy WESTEND néven az ezredforduldig felépitsemyttlj, komplex Uzleti és lakonegyedet,
amely a varosi életh korabban kivont tetszhalott tertiletet tébbfunkckdzponttd varazsol-
hatja.

A fovaros kiépulésével, terjeszkedésével az egymashpan | kapcsoldodoé varosrészek
Osszefittek, az Uzleti szempontbdl értékésitvonalak mentén a Belvaros egyre tobb szom-
szédos keriiletre terjesztette ki funkcionalis Htakyy az egykor varosszéli palyaudvarok
kornyéke az idk soran egyfajta zarvannya valt, a varo$baszefien kiépult korulottik, de
palyaudvarok varécsarnokai csak specidlis kozonségdvarosba tartdé bel- és kulfoldi
utasokat szolgaltdk. A varosbol kivedetinek pedig kettévagjak a szomszédos negyedeket,
lakdik nem kozlekedhetnek szabadon a hazak és Wttép kdzt, csak a vasuti alul-vagy
feliljarékon. A varosrészeket Budapest belterlilatér régota csak virtualis hatarvonalak
valasztjdk el egymastol. Ezzel szemben a Nyugaeémiék-csarnoka a hozzaveietinekkel
Terézvéaros és Lipotvaros hatar&ét nagy dutvonalat tett ,egyoldaliva”: aki ezeken jart,
ugy érezhette magat, mintha egy telepllés székia.j@ periféridinkat pedig hajlamosak
vagyunk elhanyagolni...

A perifériak, igy a palyaudvarok kornyéke, ahol regyobb ember, edsorban nem helyi
lakos, (azaz idegen) fordul meg, k6zOsségi szerybrazerte a vildgon veszélyeztetett
terlletnek szamitanak. E helyeken a tobbség atitemnéartozkodik, és a kdzdsségi kontroll
helyett csak rendészeti eligmés nfikodik, és a tapasztalatok szerint elkerilhetetlen a
kornyezet erodalédasa, a tarsadalmi devianciainazges megjelenése.
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A szaporodé gondok miatt az 6nkormanyzati testédet lakossag egyetértett abban, hogy a
helyzeten jelerdts anyagi eszk6zoket megmozgatd, gyorsan megvaldsutiszeil beruha-
zassal szeretnének valtoztatni.

A fejlesztési dontésekhez a VI. kerilletben a Vagyaoitsag €s a Pénzigyi Bizottsdg mellett
elshsorban a Varosfejlesztési és Kornyezetvédelmi Bagt javaslata, majd a képvisel
testllet tobbségének egyetértése sziikséges.

A WestEnd eddigi arusitd boédéi mar azzél (1990-1994) ciklus dvarosi és kerileti
onkormanyzatét is foglalkoztattéx,most megvaldsitasra kesiilervek az 1994-98-as ciklus
elején kezdtek formalddni. AWaros pozitiv dontése utan a terézvarosi testidedkore volt

a Nyugati palyaudvar kornyéke Részletes Rendes¥sériek megvitatdsa és elfogadésa.
1997 tavaszara kivételes egyetértés alakult ki.&®&filleti testileten belul arrol, hogy legyen
ehelyltt nagyobb beruhazas, hogy a befékietk e kell irni a Nyugati niemléki csarnok-
épuletének rekonstrukcidjat, és a kdrnyék olyarskolidaciojat, amely méltdobb kdrnyezetet
jelentene a védett palyaudvari homlokzat szaméoatds szempont volt a leddegnagyobb
zoldfelllet kialakitasa, amely megvaltas volna enayezett levepl fulladozo, zéldet alig
laté kertileti lakossag szamara

A Varosfejlesztési és Kornyezetvédelmi Bizottsagigganakkor szakmai aggalyok meriltek
fol a leend varosrész autoforgalmanak és ezzel kapcsolatbakolddnelyeinek tervezésével
kapcsolatban. A #varos kevesebb parkoldra adott engedélyt, mint ayiea beruhazé és a
kerillet szeretett volna. Avarosi testllet tdbbsége csak olyan tipust berwwkai kivan
tamogatni, amelyek nem vonzanak Gjabb autos tonaeganugy is tulterhelt Terézvarosba.

Lakésok, szorakoztatd kdzpont, mozi, filmpalotdeikdzpontok, szalloda éptilnek, a kdzos
munkaval elkésziltoéf/arosi kertleti tervek szerint levégsy sok zélddel fellazitott véarosi
terdlet jon majd létre. Az atriumos udvari hazaKesorral dvezett sétany vezet majd a
Varosliget felé, az alapozashoz kitermelt f@ldb kerlleti 6épitész dtlete alapjan dombot
emelnek, csOnakazo tavat létesitenek, rovidaihtt emberi 1épték baratsagos Uj negyedet
kivannak létrehozni. Uj teret nyernek majd a vasiitek athidalasaval és egészen a Lehel téri
piacig teljesen atalakitjdk a VI. és a Xlll. ketllgrculatat és remélhkdeg ebsegitik e
varosrészek szerves dsszekapcsolodasat.

A kertulet vezsii ettél a kornyék automatikutelértéketdésetremélik: az itt épidl modern és
szinvonalas lakasok és a szalloda olyan rétegekgtak idevonzani, akiknek a szamara
érdemes lesz szinvonalas kereskedelmet, vendégiatagyéb szolgéaltatasokat idetelepiteni.

Nem ért azonban mindenki egyet ezzel a varakozasggksek a nagyobb forgalomtdl, no-
vekw zaijtél tartanak, de ennél nagyobb érdekellentiété&imeriltek advarosi 6nkormany-
zat és a keruleti 6nkormanyzat kozoétt. A beruhdzéfejezése utan a tulajdonos dnkor-
manyzat varhatoan jelgigen megndvelheti helyi adobevételeit, igy nem nagdenelyik
hely, azaz melyik 6nkormanyzat teriletén épll aw®kt vonzé bevasarld centrum. Masik
konfliktusforrds volt a létesitményekhez elengedtien parkolo (varakozo) helyek szama. Ez
a kérdés koncepciondlis ellentétet rejt. A mar météparkolohelyek felteh&en olyan
autosokat is vonzanak, akik eddig a parkolohelyyadmiatt nem jartak erre autéval. Azok-
nak is igaza lehet ugyanakkor, akik szerint a 28zad kényelméhez hozzéatartozik a sze-
mélyauté-hasznalat és az 6nkormanyzatoknak azga dodgy kielégitsék ennek a rétegnek is
az igényeit. Azt is meg kell fontolni, hogy utélagnélygarazst mar nagyon nehéz nagyobbra
varazsolni.

Vita van arrél, hogyan fogja érinteni a sok Uj lekexdelmi létesitménykerilet kiskereske-
déinek érdekeit. Eifordulhat, hogy a keletkézlakossagi igény fellenditi majd a szomszédos
utcak keresketlnek forgalmét is, az is lehet, hogy a sajat eddagyasztoik szamara
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megmaradnak a legfontosabb beszerzési forrasna&z i ebfordulhat, hogy ha a WEST-
END beruhazason belil megvaldosuld bevasarlokézamstinvonala kelen alacsony lesz,
sokan tonkremennek kdzulik. A WESTEND projekttelnp@amosan a Munkacsy Mihaly
utca — Podmaniczky utca kdrnyékén megvalosuld téehbbilitacio egylttes hatasara
varhatod, hogy ez kérnyék egészen a Teréz korutigzéandrassy Utig felértéldik majd.
Varhat6, hogy az itteni lakdsok tulajdonosai (98zs#ekban mar tarsashazakkidnek) a
szomszédjukban bekdvetkeizleti és varosképi féjtiés hatasara vagy nagyobbfeszitése-
ket tesznek sajat lakasuk rendbehozatalara, vagyrreanem képesek, a varhatéan novekv
lakdsarakon eladjak olyanoknak, akik ezt majd neazijte

A képvisebk tobbsége szeretné visszacsempészni azt a Teav8zv@angulatot a mai VI.
keriletbe, amely kényvélményeink alapjan a szazddféra volt jellems, szeretnék, ha a
megalapozott egzisztenciaval biré lakossagi réeeglke tulsulyba itt, olyanok, akik szamara
a Terézvaros bérhazainak kényelmes és komfortas latcsait annakidején megépitették és
amely igényes fogyasztasaval segitett tovabbfegesa gazdasagi életet. Remélik, hogy az
utodbbi évtizedekben lezajlott elszegényedést ésskdgcserét meg lehet allitani, és esetleg
megforditani. Olyan szépiil gyarapodd Terézvarosban szeretnének élni, amelybe
polgarok nemcsak elviselik, hanem kdlcsondsen igegiémogatjak egymast. Fontosnak
tartjak Uj, modern épuletegyittesek integréaldséiga varosképbe. Ezeket a célokat egyutte-
sen szolgalja a pesti Broadway évtizedek Ota détitigtervének felelevenitése.

A pesti Broadway

Terézvaros kulonleges részesadrosnak, hiszen szazhuszonot évveld@izek volt az a teri-
let, amelyen az akkori varo8hivatalnokai megalmodtak a Sugarat, az OktogorQpera, a
Kiraly utca, a Hajés utca vilagat, egy olyan vaésgt, amelyen élvezet lehetett végigsétalni,
ismesdkkel talalkozni, szérakozni, kocsikazni.

Ennek a nosztalgidnak egyik régota dédelgetettktbggodasa a Terézvarosi Broadway
terve: a Nagymerzutcaban talalhaté szinhazak vilagara alapozvgdedpangulatu, biztonséa-
gos és tiszta sétdld Ovezetet szeretnének létrerepsz Budapest polgari kbzdnsége
szamara. Nemzetkdzi tapasztalatok alapjan minddropwisz igényel egy olyan negyedet,
amelyben kdvéhaz és vendéggymast éri, lehet halk zene mellett tldogélnyasgatni,
éjszakaba nyuléan isntetkkel taladlkozni, vasarnap délgl unokakkal fagylaltozni, esetleg
térzenét hallgatni. E masodik korzo kialakulasatalis remélik, hogy cstkkenne a kérnyéken
a gépkocsi forgalom, a zaj és a légszennyezés. sit Likerenc téren nemrég megjelent
kavéhazaknak ugyan a szomszéd hazak lakéi kozothakamar ellend, hosszu tavon
azonban, ha a lakds mobilitas novekszik, és nalsnélterjednek az eltéréletstilusokat
preferald laképarkok, kialakulnak specialis funigiéarosrészek, ébb-utdbb csak olyanok
tartanak itt fenn lakast, akik élvezik ezt a dtili

A szinhazak (Budapest kilenc szinhaza talalhatégyimas szomszédsagaban!) kérnyékének
egységes koncepcioju tovabbfejlesztése szervesiéh Bgisi-Terézvaros hires kulturalis
hagyomanyaira, egyben utal a kérnyék szorakoztetrad multjara is.

A Belss-Terézvarosban természetesen adodik az otlet hdzzik kornyékének szorakozo
negyeddé vald kiépitésére. Aki utazik a vilagbark basonlé kezdeményezést latott mar,
varosok ezek a varosban. Itt Budapest szivéberelant¢né a tobbletet, hogy ez a rész
kordbban mér hasonld funkciot toltott be, csak acisdizmus idején ez is jellegtelenné,
egysikava valt. Itt a Belvaro$d4zomszédsagaban minden adottsaga megvan a korkyékne
arra, hogy a kulturakozvetités, a szérakoztatdgjszakai élet soksZirkdzpontjava valjon.

Az egypértrendszer idején kizardlag az allamilagpnagatott magas kultdra intézményeit
tirték meg ezen a helyen, a mai gazdasagi rendszardéferencialédd igények azonban
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lehetiséget adnanak arra, hogy a szérakoztatas mindendjttregy specialis varosnegyedben
lehessen megtalalni. J6 lenne hangulatunk szedingatni a luxuséttermek, a kisvendiql

a kdvéhazak, a sordlz, az amerikai tipusu gyorséttermek, a pubok éskaaszdak kozott.
Alig varjuk — a turistdkkal egyitt —, hogy a szinalg, a koncerttermek, a kdnyvesboltok és
kalfoldi kulturdlis centrumok mellett legyenek diea szolgaltatdsok (fodrasz-szalon,
talpmasszazs, j6énviraglzlet), aruhazak, butikok, padok és éjjghal tarsasagra, nylzs-
gésre vagyo emberek sokasaga.

A varosrész életrekelésénekéelépései mar megtorténtek, az egyhaz segitségéagljoit a
Terézvéarosi templom és kornyéke, a Tivoli mozi épdbben szinhaz kér helyet, a Thalia
Szinhaz felljitdsa elkészillt. Egy lebontott épililelyén a Ciba épitette meg kozpontjat,
helyet kapott a Hypobank, régi fényében ragyog alMdrouge.

A torténések kezdemény@zrendszerint kilfoldi befekték, akiktsl a koltséges felljitas
miatt nem sok bevételre szamithat az 6nkormanyady nyereség lesz viszont, ha e befek-
tetok segitségével Gjraéled a pesti Broadway. Az 6nkogmat ennek a féjtlésnek csak a
kereteit tudja megteremteni az ipaési adokedvezmérif a kedvezmeényes parkolasi bér-
letig, az utak egyiranyuva tételéta setaldutca kikovezéséig, az infrastruktira tevegmté-
seéig. (A Jokai tér ala az egész negyedet kiszolgé@lygarazst terveznek.) Az egész fejlesztés
f6 célja, hogy cstkkentsék a varosrész zsufoltsdaitsak a beépitettségét. Hasonld célbol
0sztonzik a kisebb lakasok egybenyitasat, komfitéedt (megiresédakasokra palyazhat a
lépcHhazi szomszéd).

A VI. keruletnek vannak megvaltoztathaté adottsadeivalészitileg nem tud versenyezni a
Vaci utcaval vagy Buda egyes részeivel. Ki kellrdmmn hasznalni, hogy sok bank, Gzlet-, és
intézmeénykdzpont van a kdrnyéken, és ezek szankasgaporodni fog.

A Broadway-programmal kapcsolatban febidkitt, hogy ha ekl a kornyéklsl igazi
szOrakozd negyed lesz, akkor a lakossagnak isnadizkiodnia kell az ezzel jaré kellemet-
lenségekhez. A foldszinti kavéhazbdl éjszaka fetad zene és egyéb zaj, az autéforgalom,
jokedui ittasok zajongasa, a mai lakossaghoz képest refimadot folytatok megjelenése
toleranciét igényel.

Bizonyara sokat segit a tervek megvalésulasabamiralen fejlesztés alapfeltételeként
szolgalé kozbiztonsag javitasdban, hogy a VII. lettél eddig kbzdsen szervezett rénd
kapitanysag helyett a Szinyei Merse utcaban sajabrséget allit fel idén az 6nkormanyzat.
Valdszirileg nemcsak kdzelebb lesz a lakossag szamara, hedevetlenebbnek is érzik
majd a kapcsolatot sajatrendsrségikkel.

Az Andrassy utnak a Bajcsy-Zsilinszky ut és az @Qkio kozotti szakasza egyes vallalkozok
szerint kereskedelmi szempontbdl nincs még elédgiénéizva. Sokan el tudnak képzelni,
hogy exkluziv (karacsonyi) bevasarld utcava feflmsek ezt a szakaszt, aholésisrban a
felsb kdzéposztaly vasarolhatna. A vallalkozok presbtizgrekszenek arra, hogy Budapest
egyik legszebb utcdjan legyen tzletik, a nagy balératoknak pedig marketing szempont-
bél nem érdekik, hogy kimaradjanak az itteniidgisiél.

A Belss-Terézvaros atalakulasa megindult, 6etsrban a dkével rendelkek vallalkozdok
szandékai szerint alakul, és ebben az 6nkormamgraigen tud mast tenni, mint é&e oda-
vonzasara kedvézeltételeket teremt. A Liszt Ferenc téren a kdvé@kanegjelenésével egy
idében kezdtek eltiinedezni a kialakuld wike nem illeszkedl boltok, pl. a Patyolat, az
autoszalon. Ezeket az Uzlethelyiségeket olyano&redak fel, akik valésziileg viragizletet,
vagy fagylaltozét kivannak nyitni. A Nagymeaitca sétaléutcava alakitasara készilt terv
azzal szamol, hogy a sz6rakoz6 negyed |épddpésre, hosszabbdszak alatt alakul majd
Ki.
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A varosvezetk és a lakossag

Budapesten még a varosfejlesztéssel hivatalbohlioagoknak sem kifejezetten kerileti-
varosrészi tudatuk van, hanem inkdbb Budapestet leellil Pestet vagy Budat szeretik, attél
flggden, hogy hol szilettek, hol laknak. A telepulésk@mmanyzatok létrejotte 6ta mar két
egymas utan megvalasztott testilet probalta magésak helyi lakosoknak megfogalmazni,
mit is jelent terézvarosinak lenni, miben is alieaézvarosisag. Az eltelt 8 év még csak arra
volt elég, hogy felmérjék az adottsagokat, tiszl@ssadk, mennyire #kdsek a mozgasi
lehetiségeik, de azt is kezdik érezni, hogy Terézvargsiank” és tobben azzal az dntudattal
Ultek le beszélgetni, hogy képesek dfimt befolyasolni sajat varosrészik {at. Bar
latvanyos fejlesztést ezidaig a VI. kerlletben nmégn lehetett beinditani (szembe allitva
példaul Ferencvarossal, ahol mara mar sikeres ®mbilitacio megvalosuldsarél lehet
beszélni). Kérdés, hogy ez az adottsagok kuloédége vagy a képvisid eltéis hozzaallasa
miatt tortént-e igy.

A lokalpatriotizmus efsitésérenemrégiben létrehoztdk @erézvaros Diszpolgaraimet,
amelyet elsként Vazsonyi Vilmos liberdlis politikusnak adomaatek, aki a szdzadforduld
kiemelked politikusa, Terézvaros élparlamenti képviséje volt. (1867-ben a Szabadélv
part szineiben jutott az Orszdghézba.) Szintén amgkezt a cimet Kriszt Gyoérgy, a
Terézvéarosi Templom kanonok-plébanosa, e cimekééa¢hez kikérik a lakossag véleme-
nyét is. Evente 8-10 személynek (pedagogus, odmsy) adomanyozzak @erézvarosért
emlékplakettet, elismerve ezzel a Terézvaroséytdtitt évtizedes tevékenységiket.

Ugyancsak a lokalpatriotizmusositését szolgaljderézvaros els cimerénekmegalkotasa,
amelyet az elsciklus 6nkormanyzata a bélsitdk miatt nem tudott véglegesiteni. Nemrégi-
ben sikertlt kialakitani azt a piros-arany $zirj cimert, amely a Koérut és az Andrassy ut
kereszteddéseét abrazolja, szimbolizélva a varosrész kozéj#ioA Terézvarosi Napok Liszt
Ferenc téri rendezvényein a lakossag is hozzadofilzacimerél folyo vitdhoz.

Bar a képviseitestileti Ulésekyilvanosak, a lakossag nemigen latogatja ezekétléseket,
felteheten a lakossag részvétele maganak az 6nkormanyzaemakigazan szivigye. Az
egyetlen tgy, ami par embert részvételre mozgdsktét iskola 6sszevonasanak terve volt, és
az érintett pedagogusok jelentek meg. &tvetkezik, hogy ha a lakossag tudna, hogy lehet
befolyasa az tgyek intézésére, talan jobban é&dek&la helyi politika irant. Ugyanakkor az
onkormanyzatnak az oregek ugyeivel foglalkozé tandka egy-két havi rendszerességgel
forumokat szervez azddebb korosztalyt érdektémakdorokben. Arerézvaroximi ingyenes
Ujsdg (,a keruleti parbeszéd lapja”) minden alkaiwah tajékoztatja az érdéidoket e
forumokrol.

Ellenzéki képvisél szemével a mostani énkormanyzati ciklus MSZP-SzieSZrakcidja
eros kézzel kormanyzott, mindent egyutt kezdeményesdite megvitatott és egyeztetett
véleményikkel szinte lehetetlenné tették a szakité@at. A konfliktusok és az egyeztetés a
testileti Ulésen kivilre kerdlt. Lényegében sememilgllenvélemény nem ment at ezen az
eros Osszetartason. Pedig egy-egy Onkormanyzati eédiséiil tobb értelmes, képzett ember is
van, tehat — mondjak — célséielenne a kovetkdz években olyan dontési mechanizmust
Iétrehozni, amelyben tdbb tere van a szakmai éelekz sem jo, ha a testlletben jelelév
tobb egyforma éis csoport vitaja miatt elhalasztédnak a szikségesidek, de egy frakcio
dominancidja esetén azbbl szavazas mddszere is veszélyes.

J6 lenne nagyobb teret biztositani asjgen Terézvaros lakoinak, az alakaldil szerveze-
teknek hiszen sok olyan kérdés van, amelyben egy véapsléntései nem igazodhatnak
partpolitikakhoz.
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Ujonnan sziiletett alerézvarosi Egyesiilgteinoke Marian Miklds), amelynek alapitéi a
polgari kultirat szeretnék egyitt apolni, tenniavaik az allampolgari és helytorténeti
ismeretek terjesztéséért és kulturalt szérakozdisetiségekért. Az indulashoz elég 3-4
lokélpatriéta polgar, akinek nagy terileti és seedsi tapasztalata van. Szeretnék elérni,
hogy a jowben éket is megkérdezzék a varosfejlesztési elképzehddelés allast foglal-
hassanak a lakossag bizonyos csoportjainak érdekdbimforumokat, tarsadalmi vitakat
kivannak szervezni, (példaul a vasarcsarnolsj@villetéen), mert az eddig szervezett
forumok tobbsége panasznappé alacsonyodott. Seékratmpozitiv értelemben vett kerlleti
polgéar tipusanak megjelenését. Azt az dntudataxplalgart, aki palyazik, hogy az utcgjaban
fasort Ultethessen, jelentkezik polgarek, hogy megvédije a csaladjat, felajanlja, hagyaz

a jatszoter rendjére vagy bdgly a szomszédsagaban felméripanaszokat, jelentkezik
idések apolaséara sth. Az egyesilet alapitoi szeretméteremteni a kertleten beltli par-
beszéd feltételeit az ottodl és ott dolgozok kozott is. A kdzalapitvanyokkgyeétt igyekez-
nek jobban megszervezni a fiatalok szabéslittvékenységét, hiszen a keriletben rengeteg
iskola van és sok fiatal céltalanul cselleng azZkbn. Segitenek a hatranyos heljiz&en,
tavaly az angol kovetség tAmogatasaval létrehaggknépkonyhat, amely azota isikidik.

Tanulsagok

A siiriin beépitett VI. kerllet gazdai és valasztott kégdistehat az utobbi évtizedben
nemigen engedhették szabadjara a képzeletiketpamérézvaros joyjérol gondolkodtak.
A bels varosrész adottsagai és avirossal valé szoros egylitkddés kényszere szigoru
koncepcionaligs pénzigyi hatarok kézé szoritotta fejlesztégpakléseiket. A sk keretek
két ponton latszanak tagithatonak még a szazad elgeA két — Hvarosi szinten is nagy-
szabasu — vallalkozas a Nagymatcai szinhaznegyed, a Broadway és az Uj varoskibzp
nak készifl WestEnd.

A kétszinti févarosi kdzigazgatas folyamatdban és a dontések omatia soran keletkéz
konfliktusok ebszor is arra vilagitanak ra, hogy a jelenlegi shatzs beépitett ellentmon-
dasokat rejt. A torvényalkotok nem foglaltak eggériien allast abban a kérdésben, hogy a
fovaros egysége és egyofitdpl. épitési szabalyozasa) a fontosabb elv, awaderiletek
széleskdit hataskore, mint a tobbi telepulésikormanyzat esetében.

A masodik kdvetkeztetés, hogy a mienkhez hasontdoHleaciaban a helyi kdzigazgatas tor-
vényben rogzitett dontési mechanizmusa az adasxédtt testilet politikai viszonyainak
fliggvényében tud tkoddni, minden etil eltérs szakmai, k6zosségi, egyedi méltanyossagot
igényb érdek méar a dontésddeszités fazisdban ,elvész”, aldozatul esik a di3réé cselek-
voképesség érdekében létrehozott politikai egyezsidekkoalicioknak, paktumoknak. Az
tartama alatt) frusztraciot valt ki azokbol a resx6kbol, akik a dontési folyamatban érveltek
a maguk (képviseltjeik) igazsagaért, valos érdekei@ szinte soha nem lett (lehetett) igazuk.

Ennek elkertilésére a gyakorlott eur6pai demokra@8k az EurdopaiUnié hasonléan
tobbszinti, és szamtalan Utk6zérdek egyeztetésére hivatott dontési mechanizmumsai
évtizedek Ota magukba épitették a lobbizas intégatéi\ lobbizds egyik feltétele a munka-
adoi és munkavallaloéi érdekvédelmi szervezeteds,efélretolhatatlan orszagos szévetse-
geinek létrejotte (vagyis a bélkonszenzus folyamatos megteremtése rendszergslasgk
atjan), a masik feltétele pedigddntésre jogosult személy, bizottsag, testilettasda hogy
barmely dontés csak akkor valthatd valora, akkon mélt ki legalis vagy illegalis tiltakozast,
ha még a dontés &t megprobaljak figyelembe venni az 6sszes érdekéleményét,
szandékait. A modern demokratikus politizalas lgyodb talalmanya (azokban a polgari
orszagokban persze, ahol bizhatnak a felek egymAsiiaol betartjak a ,gentlemen’s
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agreement”pontjait) az, hogyaz egyedi dontéseknél elfogadott kompromisseggben
késibb bevalthatd csekk, igérvény egy kovetkddntésnél az &éhyben részesitésre. A helyi
politika szintjén sem jelent a lobbizds személyingbzerzést, hanem azt, hogy {iel
atgondolja a dontéshozd, kiket és hogyan fog érirdetervezett valtozas, és mediésivil
(gazdasagi és nonprofit) szervezetekkel vald kéfpikapcsolati haldéjan keresztil olyan
elbzetes targyalasokat folytat, amelyekkel elkerireetontés kégbi végrehajthatatlansaga,
esetleg direkt szabotalasa.

Kétségtelen, hogy nem szabad tirelmetlennek lenmniiekt ezek a kapcsolatok néhany éve
még csak informalisak voltak, a formalizalt intézipék valdjaban nem képviseltek senkit,
igy az eés érdekképviseletek kialakulasa sem megy majd eggikol a masikra. Az &6
rendszerben kialakult tarsadalmi csapdak foglyaik&m tudunk manapsag még egyénként
sem szolidaritasra mozgositani, egyéni tulélgsatégidkat keresiink, nem bizunk meg
senkiben, és nemigen tudjuk elképzelni, hogy mgmfmegvedeni az érdekeinket.

Kivanom Terézvarosnak, Budapest minden mai é8bkédépvisedjének és magunknak a
budapesti polgaroknak, hogy leéndinkormanyzataink egyre jobban szolgaljak a lakpssa
értsenek szot civil szervezeteinkkel, hogy alkoaédtiperi viszony j6jjon Iétre minden olyan
személy és csoport kozott, akiknek Osszefogasayal venzd, gazdag és lakhatd varos
kezdheti meg 21. szazadi életét.

Tall Eva terézvarosi irdsai megjelentek korabbakedilet diszes kiadvanyaban (Teréz-
varos Budapest sziveében. Szerkesztette Szabd Féeraevarosi Mvelddesi Kozala-
pitvany, Budapest, 1998). Eva szerette ezt a lgitékaa varosrészt magat is, szivesen

sz 7

tettilk egybe — hordozzak Eva emlékét a tovabbiaikhan
(a szerkessk)
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