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B o

bhe story of the GQuest of the Cup and’

the Spear pelongs, in ifs original form,

fo fhe offest Aryan mythology,In Ind

ian myth we find the Cup as a gofden
vessel from which wealth ana fertilify are poured
out. I symbolizes the Sun; while the Spear is the
{igﬁfning~weapon of the L“T@;ﬁg‘od’,’,‘%zdfm by whose
means the sunis liberafed from malign influences
and’ the wholesome course of fhe seasons, which
are supposed to have suffered some derangement,
is resfored;

OQuflines or fragments of this nature—muyth
are clear(y discernible in the legendary literatire
and folk-lore of Jreland, Wales and B ritftany. Buf
in the twelfth and’ thirteenth centuries the tafe
{00k an enfirely new form.Che collocation of the Cup
and’'fhe Spear suggested” to some bard,probablya
Brefdn, whose name we shall never know, a Christ
lan and eucharistic significance; and’ fhe nature~-
myfh became a mystical fafe of sin, expiation,
and’ redemption, which soon connected itself with
the current Arfburian legends. Chese legends it
coloured with ifs own strangeness and spirituality,
and’if helped 'them (> fake possession,as they did,
of the hearf and soul of Christendom. Some fea=
fures of the ancient.Aryan myth cling o the story
in all'fhe fransformations, ancf‘dévefo}menffr which
if’ underwent’ in {FeMichI@ﬁges,/par{?cufczr@ in




{he conception of the Grailderived from the Latin
‘crafefla’, a cupor chalice as an agenfof vigour fer
fility, and (ife. Che name of fhe bero, varniously given
as Parzival, Peredur, Peronnik, etc., appears fo sig:
nify something like "C.ﬁampicn of the Cup VCeltic
“per’, a cup or bowl ). ' |
: Che finest of the medieval renderings of the (e-
gend is unddubtedly the [ong epic tale of Parzival by
Wolfram von £schenbach written about the yearl200.
n this the presenfversion is largely based,
though e]:aisoa’és from Celfic sources Aave
also been infroduced, as well as some de-=
fails from the drama of RichardWagner.
W olfram was the first wrifer {0 conceive the redemp-
fion of fhe Grailand'ifs Order of Knighthood" from
fBe curse brought on them by sin,as due €0 a moral
qualify, nof mereld {5 magic or £o force of arms. Chaf
moral qualify was the pure, compassionate ardour
of the champion, who "af first fails fo achieve the
quest through a bHlind obedience, characteristic of
fhe ‘zuileless fool’, o the lessons he had been taught
as fo the externaldémeanour required of an aspirant’
£5 chivalry. He had yel {5 (éarn o separate the sub-=
stance from the form of frue Knighthood . Wagner fof
Lws Wolfram in this conce})ﬁon, buf be infroduces
into the character and career of Parsifal an elfement
of monkish asceficism which is foreign fo Wolfram
and fo the ofdest medicevalversions.

-




?ﬁepresentﬁ rendering folldws the older sources
in bringing info prominence nof onfy the injunction
(aid’'on Parsifal > show no curiosify in a stranger’s
pouse, buf also Bis mother’s ironic adVice o him o
Bestow a Kiss on every fair fady whom he shall meef’
on bis way. In the medievaltales, however, the kiss
is on(y a source of some frouble and'embarrasment.

Here if has been made a cardinal episode in the
story.
{ reveals o Kundry, who is here made the
recipient of if, a new {ype of man, and a-
wakens in her a Kind of love which she has
never felt before; thus leading in the end {0
her self-sacrifice and’ redempftion. For Parsifal if
means the firsf dawning of a sense of fhe aftraction
andpower of sex, and prepares him for the nobler rev-.
elation of ifin the smile of@ﬁmzf which saves him
in the hour oft"emp(bfon when the Kiss is refurned
by Kundry before Kiingsor’s palace.

€ be figure of@ fanid has no counferparf in the
drama of Wagner, who admifs no women intd the
Grail Castle~though in Bis earlier opera;l,obengrin;,
the bero is a son of“Parsiﬁz[f@ﬁz}nicfcorres})omfs fo
the Condwiramour of Wolfram and'theBlanchefleur
of fBe * Confe de(’Graal’ just in so far as she is the
Bride of Parsifal] buf'no further. She and’ ber rela-
fions £ the hero, are an invention of the present wri-
fer who in this and ofher respects has used the same




freedom in reshaping the details of the old legend as
the medieeval writers, who offen differ widely from
each other, did not scruple fo em);[cvg;g
fe manner of Kundry’s death, and indeed
her partin the sfory generally, are also pe-
cufiar o the present version. Che superna-
fural mechanism by whichWagner makes
fer now a servant of the Grail, and’ now an instru-
ment of Klingsor, did'nof seem adapfable to a narra-
five version, and’is Pere reduced {o an inward conflict
befween the Puman and the diabolic efements in her
nature.

Ftis hoped that the inferent power and beauty
of fhe saga, which, as a whole, has so rarely received
any original treatment’infnglish fiterature, may win
accepfance for this latest rendering of the great fheme.

€ he writer has found'if a very difficulf task fo com:
press info manageable compass, without omiffing any-
thing essential{do an understanding of the plof, the
immense (uxuriance of fhe medicval epic tale. <@utn
the art'of Mr.Willy Pogany will supply many of bis
shorfcomings, and'the present work must’ be judged
as what'if is infended 15 he~an arfisfic whole, and’
nof merely a poem wifth illustrafions.
~tonfy remains 5 offer the thanks of autbor and’
of})uﬁffsﬁer foMessrs.Schotte (o, of Regent St., fhe
Aolders of Wagner’s copyright, for the cordial permis-
sion which they have given for the nuse of cerfain ma-

terial'derived’ from W agners Parsxfa[
\,'f WL \\ €. W. Rollesfon
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o (iftleé while, O you who con this
(/X == \ rime, i
\ Stand af my side; and”waftch the
L ~ mist'of Cime A
3 A Part for a (iftlé while, and give
fo view

Cﬁé red roofs of a fown in ofldAnjou,
Clustring around’a [8fty rock’ and”

Suep
‘Whereon with broad blind walls and”
frowning Keep

L\ An ancienft forfress fowers.




|
e re once did reign
{ 4/ B |Che good"King Citurel, with bis
SN sons fwain,
i Che first named’Gamuref, whose
2 (ust of fight
‘Was never stilld™~the next Amfortas
5 hight,
Of whom are wondrous fidings still’
{0 say.




\pe falé J tel’is of an ancient’
gag.. o
Ereyef the sword of Charlemagne
__sef free : <
From lawless strife and beathen
= savagery
Chaf good  land, mother of great
' _kings o come. :
Buf'lately from the dving hand of
2 Rome

Had fall’n the empire of the West:




o poured ;
From North, from South, a count|
léess Peathen horde
Raging for blood and spoil; and’
overthrew
Many a high throne, and many a
prince they slew,
IWasting the land} and bere alone
fhe might’ :
Of Citarel, the va[i“an%pious knight,)
ST peld them off, though sore
bestead was be; S
And round his walls they eddied’
sullenly,
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|n fhe high fower that yet his

\  banner bore

\Behold the King, alone! €he day
G 4 is o’er— o

Of all the changing wvear that

| Py e
When erst upon the Hill of Golgotha
HE pung upon the Cross, whose
~__ shame and death |
Fi(Pd with greaf glory and immortal

£ breath’
€ pe common clay of man.




bove the King
His blazon’d banner on ﬁ?e winds
: of Spring
Liffed and’ sank; nor did’ fhose
' breezes bear
Sweet odours of the Springtime 13
him there,
Buf bitter smoke from many a smouA
dering brand.
So Cifurelgazed across the rav-
aged’ land,
.anfﬁougﬁfxy)on ;ﬁs f?'oo]) encamped|
elow,
Faithful to déath, buf sorelyy wasted’
now-— .
€he one slight shield that warded”
vef from harm
€haf liftle world o foww' and’fown
and’fa




pen liffing fo fhe stfars a face
that ne’er

He showed, except fo heaven—so
like d£ air

—_Was the wil&“[& upon his for-

: fured Hrow:
“0 God”, he whispered, “we are lost,
if € hou

Send” us no help in this exfremity,|
For past all hope of buman aid are we.

Chy will' be done; .{Efy cup of’ mortal
pain
Shall'we who bear €hy sign refuse

. fo drain?

Buf 'weak' are we—scarce one un-
wounded’ knight’
Followed my pennon from the last’
great fight:

Lord) if €hou send no succour we
must die!l”’




eep silence fell; the winds were
| ~ bush’d} the sky >
Laughed with innumerable fights;
and’ awe

Crepf\aﬁ\ouf\ Citurel’s heart, for

| : _now he saw \
One frembling Star begin fo move

. and grow
Expanding o a misty globe, that
: slow
Descending, near and nearer, seem’d]
fo move
€o swelling music, till the vault
above
Rang, all one rapturcus cry. Af
last it dwelt’
On the stone parapet, whereby he
: ’ Rpelt
Dumb with amazement and” a wild’
suspense;

And then a flood of perfume struck
his sense
WMore sweef, him seemed, fhan ever
did” beguile
€Che wanderer sailing by an Ind?
ian isle,




s from ftheir throbbing heart of

, siler light’ :

Che wreathing mists dissolved,
~ and’gave 13 sight’

A cup of crystal, great'and’

smooth’ and ’fair.
Radianf amid’the dusk if’'rested’
there;

And as be stared on if, in rosy flame
A pout its rim the shapes of léfters

came
And vanish’d; but be read 'them as
they glow’d:
‘¢ am that Grail which held the
BGod that fldw’d’
For man’s redémj){fon on the bif2
fer €ree,
And where I am are strength and’
victory.”
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udge now if words of mortal breath)
may tell’ :
What wrought within the breast
of Citurell
What bumble tears be shed, what’

: joy undream’d
Flooded his beart! €he nighf wore on;
: there gléam’d’
A flush of gold above the eastern
wood;
@')’uf“ere the sun was fully ris’n, (here
stood’ i
Chat holy thing enshrined reverently
Within fhe castle chapel; where fo see,
€o praise, and to addre, came flock=
ing they
Who peld themselves but dead men
S vesterday;
But now before the Grail seem’d”
every Knight :
Fairer and nobler in his fellows’
sight, ;
And all grew giant~hearfed with
{Biir ford.




nd’now the Grail wifh many a
flaming word’
€aught them from day fo day
what should be done

<X
0

————RI'Cillallifs hidden poténcies they
| | pad won. /
For sick and’woundeéd men before
it laid’
Grew whole and strong, and common
: ~_ wheaten bread’
Offered before if’ changed {0 flesh
and ' wine
For each man as he would; and when
' 5 fthe sign ,ﬁ
For battle bY&zeic,I”zzpon ifs margin,
then
Fach knight rode mighty with the
strenth of fen:
And” bursting on the beathen hosts,
they slew
A nd scaftered’far and"wide thaf [aw-
fess crew ~
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ill once again the homely life
- of man- - -

In thaf fair province ifs old coursq

"~ began.

_JSafe by the cottage door the maids
~_ could spin; : :

Safely the bind could plough, and’

= fepedo win

A pounteous harvest, with three

; mighty friends

Farth, Sun and Rain fo pbelp bis

honest ends;

Iﬂmf’saﬁé@ fo the market once again

Che greaf whife oxen drew the

heaped—up wain. -
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ufnofaccom{g/fsb\ediye[’ums all’

: (h’ infent’

Of this great sending; for there
came and went’

Still’ many a flaming message of
L e Corailly e

And still they wrought ifs bidding
_ without’ fail;

While,fwo pure maidens wafch’d it
o night and day

Noting with care each thing that

it would say.
And first the [Gr;g~,fbrgoﬁ?en fale if’
‘ ol

HowArimathaean $oseph, who of old

Had laid the Saviour'in his rock—
hewn tomb,

LA fler Bng wandering, had found’

his Pome

Near to this ;potf}




nd’so they search’d, until’

{pon the east’slope of a sun—
kissed hill '

Chey found a ruin’d’shrine, al

overgrown
With' grass and weeds, wherein a
great flagstone
A mong fhe meadowsweet and fox-
% gloves lay.
€ his with much il and heed they
moved away,
LA nd” found the white bones of that’
Saint. And there,
Wonder of wonders, was an iron spear
And on ifs blade, wet blood. €his
was thaf (ance,
So ran fhe utterance of the Grail,
which once
€heRoman soldier bore, who pierced
the Side
Whence flowed for (dve of man that
mystic fide;
And Cifurel bore if homeward’
reverently. o~
ek
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uf stranger things their eyes were
still 'fo see,
Andin new fields new victories
e to be won.
$or Citurel next must leave fo

_ bis strong son, :
His eldest;, Gamuret, bis burg and
lands,

W hilst young Amfortas with bis
} ~ father wends
And fwenty chosen Knights intd the

: : __ woods. 5 :
L ong, [Ong they rode ‘'mid fracki(ess
solifudes

Cill by a lake, with ancienft oaks
. ringed’ round,

LA stately castle, newly built, they

found. :




bove its gate in graven sfone
was set
A Cup, with rays of light sur=
mandiﬂg if.
On a broad bpanner blowing
S overpead
€ he same device glifter’d 'in gold
and red.
None pailed them from the walls-in
fear and” doubt
Long fime they search’d that mystery
about,
(But’ ‘found nof in fhe woods one fliving
thing.




{ length they pluck’d up beart,
| and entering
Across the bridge their frampling
: bhorse~ boofs rang, =
Nor did the iron—barr’d port=

cullis clang :
€o bid' them bhalt’'— no men-at-arms
: fthey saw,
But allthe court was vacant. So
~ in awe
€ hey paced long corridors and echoing
' " halls,
Sauw silken tapestries upon the walls,
And carven pillars — all 'things fair
| “‘and meeft, :
LAs fhough some dreaming king.in
: fhis refreat ;
Had plann’d"to build the lordliest
3 pome on earth,
Butli no fire upon the onely hearth,
And eft all empty o the wandering
wind.




lo here the good king knew the

s _ place assign’d’

Lo be the Grail’s pigh court and’
sanctuary. , |

NAnd bere they dwelf, that chosen

N

¥ company,
Sacred, mysterious, unapproachable.
For all the foresf ways were guarded’
: well”
By wildering enchantments, so that
’ none :
Could force bis way fo them, save
pe alone
Whom the Grail summon’d {0 ifs
service bigh.
Pure must e be of beart, in chivalry
Well~nurtured, and on fire with ar-

= dour great’
Co help the wronged, and set the
: crooked sfraight.
And suchlike men were gather'd one
| by one .,
From every Christian land’ beneath
fhe sun,

As came €0 each the bigh mysterious
call.










\pitPer Pe fravell’d then, forsaking
all,
Home, friends, possessions, wom=
e an’s [bve -so bHade |
_| €pe peaventsy script, for only be
| ~__might' wed’
Who ruled the Castle of the Grail,
- that so
From sire fo son the line of Kings
x - might go.
€ pence on the mission of the Grail
_ sped’forth E
€ hose dedicated” Knights thro’ all’
s the earth: s :
(Unknown af many a martyr’s side
they sfood,
O’er many a oneld déathbed held
2 " the Rood?
Or, sheath’d in steel and angry for
e the right,
Chey turned the tidé of some dis-
: astrous fight;




|7 offenfimes if bhapless child or
g -maid’

| Cried’in greatf’ anguish for im=
4 Sl mortal aid”

€ here stdod (3 succour them a

«Shining One~
LAnd ere fthe thanks were uftéer’d, he
was gone.
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{ 'was a summer noonday when
there sfood’
By a [ow sheiling near an ancient’
A ~ Wood
A woman, tall and stafely, bHut

, arraved }
Jn homely garb, as though a queen
~_bhad' strayed
From ber bigh bower with common
_ folk to dwell. ,
Grey - baired she was, with lined
brow, and well’

In ber deep eyes and in the weary
; : - strain e
Of close~shuf’ lips, you mark’d the
signs which pain
And bitterness of beart had painted

; fhere. i
(iiiesidé per was a lad of twenty; fair
And mighty-thewed’ he was, with

eager eves o

Epat stared like bers, but rapt with

glad surprise,
As from the forest~gloom came into
sight’ __

Chree horsemen, riding slowly, each

. a knight

In war-array.
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».lt:s";'s‘.’ aay ore on, an d stili be came
not DAcCkK.

] 7. gl r" " 2 i S ,S;, e = { o i [ )
‘ juf late atf even, when she satl
and span

Beside ber [0g-fire, with one aged

man,

Her seneschal when she was rich

and great,

Now friend’and guardian in ber poor
Lo estate, ARG e
Che low door darken’d, and’the lad
% came in.

“(0 Parsifal”, shbe cried, “where hast’

thou been?”

Andas she strained bim fo her breast,

he said

“ Mother, J scarce can tell thee how

I sped.

fis/en no angels are these govdfz; men,

I}ut knights of Artbur’s cour{k 50

said’they; (St o)
\ 4




\hen
“Whafis a knight?’,F ask’d, where-
e af they smiled,
While one of them with lordly eyes
s and"mild’ =

~T ancelot, they cafled” him — look’d"
me o’er and’o’er,
Chen lighted down, and each thing
fhaft’ e wore,
~His lance, bis sword'— be showd,
= and lef me feel’ iz
~() joyl- the rough hilt of the long
G grey steel; _
And told" me all 'the usage of each
thing. e
And now in service of their mighty
= King
Chey rode, be said; to war on evil'men.




ure none would dare withstand
fhem, mother? And fhen
Some while J journey’d with them,f
: {ill'the sun
Was low; and’ still’ of greaf 'things

o fo be done

€hey spoke, and’ Gawain fold of a
2 castle hidden

PDeep in a wild wood; among ways

o forbidden, =
Whkerein a boly thing, the Grail, is
sfored,

For evermore pretéctea”arzd“adered
By knights more glorious by far
B o ot
; ; fhan 1‘53;;; &
And’could one ﬁe{)bld‘ii‘, from fthat
Greaf joy were bis, that tongue could
‘ never fell. 7\

i

i" Ok i)
3 /
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nd then fhey question’d me, nor
wist J well
Co answer who my sire and  kin-
dred were,
Save that J dwelt within this
wood, since e’er
J could remember; and’ thaf now
fo me ‘
Jt would seem bheaven fo join their
company.
Again they smiled, and Il ancelof
bowed his bead,

A nd [boking musingly upon me said,
‘“Wifh horse and lance and that stout’
arm of thine,

A nd'that bigh hPearf which somebhow

: J divine _
Within thy breast, fthou yet may’st
o make a name \
Che world will not forget’. And’so
F came

(&

Homeward.

e




nd; motbher, see what I have
wrought!”’
Wifth that be seiz’d her by the
~ Fand, and brought,
Che ol man folldwing, o a pad:

dock, where
Chey housed at night~time the ofd’
i ~ piebald mare _ o
Chaf drew the wood>~carft; and the
lad pad framed’
From fwisted withes and sacking
what Pe named’
A fiffing -saddle for that sorry nag.
A shield of wicker danglédon a peg,
And from a holly-tree, poinfed and
charred,
A long spear he Pad’ fashion’d} and’
'fwere Pard’
For a strong mandfé Gift that weapon
rude,
@u? Parsifal’ swung if in his joyous
mood’
As *fwere a branch of rose or
eglantine
Swayed” by a maiden in ber fingers
fine.
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\| low and wifhout a word they

B furned fthem home.

ff; uf in the woman’s eyes a [ook
,~ : f"ud come

. As pad some formless, long~im:

pending Fear

f,éapz 'in ber path, and thunder’d
3 am fwrf"’

pt w !'“fp Parsifal

e A . p ~
o Sarre9 Vet
their watch

d’rid !*'fué”) :
And falk’d of whaft hac d been, and
what should be.
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such )i

7
As fhose fhou
armour !NZ !I??n
€hen mark the rede J give, for

K”’ f)f? PR ,? S
Was (6ng ago of thaf fair company:
@j.;»;;f e fw thou to afl N’?.Mg dost . surpass
In strength or wealth — butf in the
narrow pass }
Rough with !f“, deman; keep thy
plig inea[ word;
Seek for no strife, buf never sheathe
thy sword, =
Once drawn, (ill'vicfory be thine,
or death;
Stand by weak Right until thy
latest f,erm:th
sIpeak not foo much, and’ gzzmmn
nof af 'all’ /, T
Jf aught of strange or grievous (-
should’ befall’ v
JIn any house where thou may’st be
: a guest}
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eneath’ a May tree heaped with
snowy bHldom,

)here a whife road” runs
mm the Muum

/
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bhigh degree
By page and’squire m,w should’
e Y Ty ;
!.i'(tl’nd d Mt?:
Yet'all

‘alone she fingers there; and now
ﬁf?e peers along fhe road' w 11‘7’

shaded brow,
) ™ & )
And’now, refurning, in fhe shade
2 she lies
With outftung limbs and wide,

ims=
patient eyes.




£ last the beaf of Forse~bhoofs
struck ber ear.
Hastily fhen she rose up from
fer (air.
Shook from Fer robe the flowers

and’ fwigs that clung,

And soberly, with downcast eyes, aldn
€he sunny road’. i‘f!e”{:i){l?l{ﬁ‘ré"‘({ if?are::r
’S‘fhi{
€he sound’ approached of frampling
Boofs, unfil
Quf of a shady hollow rose fo sight’

Whaf seem’d fo Per af’first’ a
mounfed” knight.
Strange was the figure which amaz’d’
she viewed’
As if drew near and'nearer fo the wood,




or arms Pe bore a crossbow on
bhis back,
And a thick holly stake with
point’ fhzﬂ’nf black
Apove his shoulder sloped. No

sword he bore~

His golc Wen bair was Jf: the helm
pe wore

A ;‘u@;‘ﬁ;f,ﬁi] orse Pe rode, fhaf wearily

rsedifs stiff [imbs aldng, and’

; seem’d €5 be :

For war or fdurnament buf (iftle meet.
Yef be that rode thereon was stark
and’ straight
As a young oak free, and’bis fear-
~ [éss eyes
Mef per dark glance in fair and’

knighfly wise.




/Blmoment each on each they lcok’d,
: and’ {Eea’z
His face (it up. “Lady”, be cried,
“if men
Have done thee any wrong, that

3’5 us aldne

3 jmd fhee stfraying, make thy griev-
ance known

Co me, ~ prau thee. Chough as vei

no knight :
My arm andlance are vowe d o
serve the ri E{
And " help the weak. O ﬁa y, lef ' me be
€hy chumpmn in the faiti of ‘chivalry/”




{miling she answered; f‘m’rerej in
such plight 2
As thou dost déem, in soofh no

! ~__ beftér knight’ S
: : Sﬁ’ould’,ﬁ({émandf f)’lztﬂsay, whaf’

seekest’ thou,
Far, as J deem, from home? and’
: wherefore now -
Leavest the goodly land of tilth
: and farm
For this grim wood, where things of
‘, fear and’ harm
Lurk from of ol to wilder and”
waylay?”’




(1]

n truth”, e answered, * tis the
f&)'l!’[r*x nth davy

Since [usz ~ saw x%m thatch’d
f of my home.

f!z name pezrsf{;,f, and’, J am

cocme

By his rwud God” knows wf"f‘ - *fis
L

one i‘% me. : =
i?fuw some bPand guide me tha _}’i
Lumwl’ see

€o where the towers of Monfsalvaf

, ; enshrine »
~8o cerfain knights have fold me—
a divine
And’mystic thing they name fhe
Holy Grail”

e e

o £ {
< 34 4 ';>'
\2 "//

|
:
}

= P

oot -

ey e A - AR

e R S GO i S B T

S
e g )

e

Ei i

S =

4t g



LSS S

P

.

e e n, = S -

=T e

—

ot B

) 1 St

T

btk

CRwY

7

1
1

ell’'mef]” she cried, “J deem hou
e will nof fail;
¥or in fhese woods none befter
e knows fhan ¥

4‘}.'_.” - 0 R Vo . Ny \ p
€ he way fo fhat inviolafe sancfuary.

!
f

!
1°]
/

With fhaf be lighted down, and  soon

| they passed’

‘\Benea{ﬁ the murmuring shadow of

g the vast

Mysterious forest, talking as they went.

And when fhe way was rough, her
fingers leanf

A momenfon his arm~
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55 | pen suddenly there flash’d info

;/ ~ bis mind”
U] His mofber’s wayward~bifter
speech: “and see

3 v s ™ £ 3.
=X Chou Kiss upon the lips each

air (advy
€ paf thou shall meefl”, and crying,
: “J forgof
€ be ways of chivaliy! believe me, nof’
My will’if was fo feave one rife un-
= done.”
€hen bowd his head, and ere she
_ wist, upon
Her scartef lips be kiss'd’ per.
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uﬂg amaz d

}{m oifed’ a step, arid“in her dark
eves blaz’d

A ﬂ;r sh of anger at éﬁe rude salufe,

So each on each they star’d; a

moment muie
Chen P arsifal; “Have I offendéd? O
Fm: lady), *twas nof azitmgiu. buf'so
ey bade me greef each dame upon

S 0o AN
And still'she found no word af all’
; o say,
Strangely abashd; and gazing on
his face
‘%m” old, experienced eyes, she saw
no frace

Of m;:;"fvf ‘buf’innocence, as undefiléd’
As is fhe clear gaze of a noble child,




nd then a sudden passion withouf
_ name
Seiz’d ber, half fear and half a
whelming shame,
And with a wordless cry she furn’d’

S e e
Into the forest gloom. Bewildered
Stood” Parsifal, with {ﬁpugﬁtl% all’

unexyresseJ :
And dim surmises surging in bis
e : _breast. S
Chen s[ow@ furn’d him fo bis patﬁ
again.
LI
(i)
\= T /
e







n those grim mﬁmﬁéiﬂs which the
land’ of’ wm
f{eam as ber “z!'.auar;{ £ the north,
7 there stands .
A wondrous ;Gi’ﬂ(? never builf

wifth pands,

};u, ‘in ifs wilderness of sun- baked®

; s‘mrw. ‘
Ring’d” with vast precipices, it has
gi""h@,?{

In wild magnificence of dome and
fower

By wizard spells of dread; unear{f;[x;
power.

Klingsor, the greaf enc ﬁanmr, fo assail’

€he holy 5?“"?‘3‘6’!",, warders of the
e : Grail)
Had rear’d if there.










ong vainly be bad yearn’d”

Co be enroll’d among tEafﬁanc{'-‘

fthen burn’d

il I n fierce resentinent, vowing £
bring down

fé’nto the dust their proud’and’ fair
renown.

And'whom he could he slew, or sought’

- fo win

By foulfemptations €0 his house of sin.







g 4 x . e e

£ i ] eV &) ' )
rom bher, that then was named

fecis Herodias, :

f“‘; » ho oo d% . A vl e

I1e begged a cup of water, for

i the grace

2 N N > s B e N N \
V) Of God.! She mock’d’~ and " be,

uncomfortfed,

o T e ) y 7Y -~y P eV, e )
Wenf on; but’ God 'this doom upon
ber laid’
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nd all unknown fo her this ferm
: : He made~ ~
Chat she through all the ages
should’go on

Peathless, and parch’d with thirst—
e until she won :
Che peace of death, by finding some
man, such
Chat all on fire and thrilling at ber
fouch
He yef could thrust’per from him.
So she went,
Her fierce desires their own dread’
chastisement,
Forever self-consuming, self~renew’d,
A wandering flame of baleful woman-

pood.
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e

nd’this was Kundry, whom you
| now behold’

A ngry, asham’d;as in ber robe
of gold’

JIn Klingsor's inner chamber £o

: _and fro

She paces like a tigress. “Didst
i  thou know’’

She cries, “what manner of man this
 Fnight should be,

Whose coming, full’of peril’fo thee

s and me ot
€ pou saw’st “wi;t’;fin the crystal globe?
~J me
€ he maddest figure that these eves
have yef -
Bebeld; half angeﬁand”lfa(ffoofb’e
seem’d.
~ tempted’ him — he kissed'me~ thou
, bhadst deem’d’ o
The victory won; buf F who brought
3 fo pass

Af thy behest the fall of Amfortas
Fted from this stripling!




an thy magic art’ _
Pierce o the depths of this tor=
menfed heart

A‘ And fell’me why?” @uf"]‘(lfngsar,
his black brows, :

Knoffed in gloomy thought, said™ No
man knows

By any arf, or black or whife, (> tell’

What follies in a woman's hearf may

dwell,




nough, O KRundry, if if shall avail
€o meef the perils that J fear

= assail’

Qur hPeads this Bour.,g sef thee

once fo snare

mforfas. Hither with the holy Spear
He came, (o roof me ouf. One sums
mer night,
A day’s march from my walls, be
learn’d’the might
€haf those sfill wieldl who know fPhe
: ancienf ore
Wrung from the Larth’s heart many
: an age before
€ he Galfilean puf poison in men’s
bldod,




Had furn’d aw

.mnm; ous ¢ m’ir

One nightingale above a shad

I-ki/ff m@i"’f”
¥5

Poured forth bis golden strain. He

wandered near,
hrd saw ,{fw pear [~ white
tﬁu’ “of man

~ a span

frv, ffifia, | 5;?

mw..z'; seized fhe a%}ear

Deep in his side J drove if; as he lay

t.«f(lsjjm:fln ﬁ’?z, arms:;

NP EN
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nd ever since that day :
A blight hath rested’on Mont:
3 safvaf; shorn
Of balf ifs pride, despondent’ and’
- forlorn
he Order droops; no medicine may
beal’
Amfortas’ wound} the vision of the
5 Grail’
Serves but'fo keep him [iving in bis woe,
€he hour is coming, Kundry, when
. this foo,
Chis heavenly freasure, from bis
nerveless hand ‘
We shall'wrest, thou and” J ; af our
command’
Shall be ifs mighty powers ~ yea we
shall reign
Qver fhe weakling crew fhafin
disdain
Denied’'me enfrance o their fellowship




>

Ay
B
o~

/,.'-/ 4’ /

nd’ yef, and yet, between the cup
7 and’ lip ’
j know nof whaf may chance!
An ancienf tale

Saith, that the knighthood of

: the holy Grail’
Shall' in a day of darkness and’
: despair =
,)’} e rescued hy a guileless fool. Chey

bear
€ bis prophecy in mind, and” nothing
now

s o S » o K ~ a) ] Y F¥ e
Cbeers their faint hearfs buf this.




Now comest thou

From a most strange encounter!
 €Ephou did’st meet’

A Fool—thou said’st it — who

=Y could yet defeat’
My wisddom and’thy wiles! Jf this
were he!

\ > V. A N g
Q pofenf’ Arf, immortal’ Sorcery,

Once more command’ those visions
= ~ fo appear

Chat driff and change within my

: . crystal’sphere! ’

O feach me where and” when upon
2 his path e
Once more fempfafion J may fling,
or deafh!”

>




i[éntnandh’})a[é was Kund?ry, as

- he thrn'd

Co where upon a goliden brazier
: burn’d
1A smouldering coal, With muftered’

spelly be heaped,
Stowly, strange Berbs upon if, il
there crept
A fragrant mist abouf he vaulted
% room,
Chrough which the shapes of all’
things seem’d o [dom
Dreamlike and’ strange; and’ very
:  Sfillif grew
While RKiingsor from a vefvef cov-
ering drew
A shining globe of crystal, greaf and”

fair.
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o leave him, poring on the shapes

3 haft there

like clouds floaf by, and’ turn
we now fo fell

| What wondrous things young Par-

. sifal befell

When, (osf in wildering fthought,
abasbhed, alone,

He wander’d’ forward on His path

unknown.










bree days and nights of wandering
& in the wood’

Had> Parsifal; and’whiles Pe shot
: for food’

Some wild thing wifh his bow,

and’whiles he shared’
Some charcoal~burner’s simplé meal.
;So ﬁlre’dj
He onward, till’ across an open glade
One morning, in fPe slanting beams

that plaved’

On plume and breastplate, he bebeld

' a Knight
Full arm’d and’ nobly mounted; Af
: the sight’”

His beart beat fast — that ofher, as
on guard, »

Sat' motionless, and seem’d as though
pe barred

A passage on that path.




ben Parsifal :
Still’ drawing nearer, felt bis
femples swell
With rising 6lood, marKing the
sifent threat

Of vizor’d helin and ready lance ~
but yet” :
He deem’d if courfeous o begin with
speech,
A nd said? “Fair sir, good morrow!
Can’sft thou feach
A stranger in these woods o find’
the track i
Which feads to Monfsalvar®” I bid
thee back!”
€he ofber growled." By Klingsor’s
high command,
Whose word” none gainsageth in this
’ forest land, VAR
None thitherward may pass? .53

% :./




ho Klingsor is

'R J know nof™ quoth the lad, nor

7 care, buf this

(3 know, thaf if thou seek to bar
my way

€bhou dost it af thy peril”. " For the

_ | Jray®
Rgpﬁed ‘fhe k“ni’gﬁf,“ﬁ have more (ust’
~_than thou;
é?uf‘ﬁrsz"if“’is mky lord’s will'ye should’
now
Who bars the way, andwhy. €he
 mighty Seer
Whose knight J, Ferris, am, for
many a year |
Hath warr’d’upon Montsalvaf, £
requife

Greaf wrongs fhey did” bim;




nd (6 such a plight
€hey now are bHrought, that from
them he hath torn

! Che magic Spear, that {ong ago

| was borne—

So runs their fable — by the hand”

g at 'shed

Che blood of Christ, Cheir King
we left half dead”

And all dishonour’d) and " we cannof

~ fail

But’soon achieve the conquest of

: the Grail.

Wherefore be wise, and’cast’ not in

thy fo
Wifh those fhaf now, abandon’d and’
e forgof
Even fy the God they serve, waif
but the bour
When they and all’ they have 1o
Klingsor’s power N
Shall lie subject. \ietiing)

QAA
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nd though bis pafi?'u ¢ffze[cfsufﬂced
fo guide

€ pe spear of ¥erris parmless to
one side,

L) Yet, as they shocked, bis aged

horse, o’erthrown,

Crash’d’with bis rider 3 the earth:

| € hen down
Alighted’ %rrm,k.sc?ordwin hand fo
(-
f}utp Parszfal’s])ran,;;f up, and grasping
tir
His mighty stake, swung it’ aloft]
and laid’

So fierce a downstroke on Hhis foe=
man’s head’

Chath bhelin and” buckler shiver'd,

and’ be lay
A fumbled’ bea}) upon the ﬁ'am})[ec{
clay

As though heaven’s bolt had crush’d’

PR pim.
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Pe K

2Aar,

3
f the dead

2, hbe gather’d’

’ |

they (ay.

his horse he bound, and
then bestrode
ger steed, and driving on

the road’

beast in front, so fared"

pe on.




nd’thus the long day passed; and’
as the sun
€ prough painted windows in a

7 holy place ,
Makes a rich (ight, so, in the level’
= _ rays
€ haf from the sunset’s beart of rose
and 'gold

Flooded the wood, did Parsifal behold
A solemn glory fill the forest aisles

€ paf ever [offier grew, with long de-

files
Green~ carpeted, and sown wWith
flowers, where ]‘ree
Of tangling undergrowth, in ma]estv
€he giant bHoles of oak and chestnut’

: rose. \
Here, as the summer day drew to
its close,
Would" Parsifal 5 spend’ the mgfzz
prepare. (i)




{hen hearing far-off on the evening
: air
€ Pe sound of winnoWing wings,
» be balted, still,
Crossbow in hand, with reaay Bolt

unfil’
A wild white swan all fearless by
him flew.
And this with swiff unerring shaft
he slew,




S BInd bBore if onwards, trusting that
| ere night

{Ipon some pool or streamlet he
: ahua;d {inf?i

& Where he his meal ma};h. make,

and seek bhis rest;:
A nd, this thought in his mind, he
£ deem’d’ it best’
€o fake the guidance of the swan,
and whither
Che bird seem’d homing, {0 betake
, _ him thither.
€ hus on be rode, unfil the wood
gave way,
And a still sheet of glimmering water
lay
geforp him: and he saw an aged ma
@ealde the bimk with many a
snow ~whife swan
Rustling around” him, while be gave
them food,
With waving wings and” necks, ¢
gentTe brood.
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little furthber a fall maiden kneeled,
Holding a bowl of bronze, with
porridge filled,
And fed the yellow cygnets; with
— reproof
And (aughing menace ever warding off
€he ng white necks that sought the
young ones’ share. (. 3
AR




nd now no sooner were the fwain
Sl aware

Of Pa rsifal and’ his sfrange cav:

alcade,

&l And the fossed heap of snowy

plumage laid
Across his saddle~bow, than all
¥ dismay’d,
Mute, mofiontess, they stared on him;
so he
Drew rein, and feeling, albeif be
knew nof why,

Confused and sham’d, be lighfed down.

SR R €hen spake :
€ paf aged man: “C youth, this g{:f&?f’
: lake
(4'57\9 no resorft for such as thou, with
: whom
€he signs of death and’ battle o
: fhis Pome
Cf love and peace are brought.What
seek’st thou here?
€houn, the first stranger that for many
aQ vear v
Our eyes bave seen?” ‘/\

B e———.

B




YECE K

,}’3 ut wWater, and a
.
é‘”‘j’ fﬂi{ité‘? bDoughs; and tf small

% desire

€ hou granf me of thy courtesy, at

j, o N dﬁ(,’ 4 v St E 5

' ride upon my way”’. Che maid hbad

e " drawn

Now closer o her sire, and as they

learned’ :

Of Ferris and his fall, starting they
‘ turned M

And each on each a moment gazed,

: their eyes
Filled with greaf wondeér and a
sfrange surmise.




Sermesmnas s

in upon Ny wui‘f » ':.rn@‘f‘musf‘
;n*:wf ‘”Gu

gaa,
Wifhin fhis fair and wide domain
are u!i"
hmﬁ:; E‘{?d& f"(ﬂi«(’ f f( fMZz du&g("f”,
/é’}ﬂ? Tit

XY s

p iR ~and now ‘

Wifh the red stain upon that breast
Of SNow

é/m, dart hath pierc’d, are death and’

N anguish wrought’

A1)y buman hands among fhe things

s we f(lll&’f“'i

€o Lve and frust us”. €Pus the old
man said,

And" Parsifal’ bow’d low bis proud
young head,

e/ e n
A FIC Y




Il hile love and’sorrow from the
: worli’s deep bheart’
Wrought for the first fime in Fis
~ own fhe smarf _
Ufpity and’remorse. Sifent be set’

€he crossbow 1o his knee, and’
ey grasping i’
Afeifher end, the stock of stubborn oak
Wifh one sfrong wrench in pieces twain
o be broke.
Chen glancing up he caught'in the

oA wef eyes. . v
L%\i’}{amd, such a smile, that for such
rize

3 { seem’d fo him, a man might well

= have wrought’ ,

€ be mightiest things, and yet deserved
if noft,

Jo for a singlé moment big with fate

A wordless converse, bigh and’ pass-
ionafe, |

€heir young eyes held; and then they
: turn’d aside i
Ftushing,




nd mufely by the swan-(ord’s side
Went’ Parczfal down a (bng avenue
Of overarching oaks, that gave
fo View

A stately castle; where the old

man said
€he wanderer that night shouldl’ lay
his bPead?
And’ Pe himself, whose name hngf
Gurnemanz,
Was seneschal and steward of that

leasaunce.
Revfécf})nd bathed, array’din
knightly weeds
€hat fiwo young squires who tended
on bis needs
Had afl unbidden to his chamber
broughf,
Came ?ars:faffor{F and with their
~ guidance sought :
Che banguet’ pall, where now the
evening meal’

A should partake.




( W‘ oon music ‘gan fo peal

\ Ang the f!wa’ arches of the hall,
WhereParsifalt ,,stzm what should
next ;’)E,fsz.,,:..

through
A pomp o of knights come pouring
f«.@/? t’!tj sug/x,
7;1 long blue silver- m,f der’d manfles

: clad .
Whereof each one u;:_x@:n: the shoulder
had’

€ pe image of a cup in silver done.
€hus streamed they in till each his
s station won,
Ehen with lbw’rd eyes and sombre
brows they stood
1ike men upon some bitter shame
who bHrood. PESTEN

/) And first bhe saw, the stately portal
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gy |
|

ext, shoulder~high upon a (ifter
borne
Fntered whaf seem’d a dving man,
; so worn, ;
So pale, so piteous did that form
appear.
Rich furs enwrapp’d” him, and’ his
; brow did’ bear
A coronef with many a gem besprent.

e S0 4 SR T b SR B A o I @ RAES ISt N -
Near by to Parsifal he passed, and

R e L
4 —

R.

F QR
nent

#rom haggard'eyes upon the youth
a look

So ng, so full of yearning, that it
Vrodl s -.S/(;OC"KT: " \
€ he young man’s heart with pity,
7 and well-nigh =
Had' broken from bis frembling lips
§¢ A\ . {F;? ‘i% a" A
O Oire, what ailefh thee? may aught
o avail -
€ Aaf man may do thy grievous pain

fo bheal?




Wuf ere the words escaped, be called”
fo fo mind’

How if was charged’ on bim, thaft
| e ngﬁ%ﬁlf{dlh@ j}na’"

| HimselF a guest within some greaf |

_ lord’s ball, ‘
Naught should he ask of whatso

might befall :
Strange or uncomely, 6ill if seemed
good

€o those, bis hosts, to fell him whaf
; they would. ¥ e,
€ hus were his lips by courftly devoir

~ seald~
Onward the lifter passed; and un-
reveal’d’
Che Lad of pain and’ mystery that
it bore. :
oI
o

g
g
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< | fhe a:fﬂgr
BN (ﬁigaﬂ"‘ were furn’d, for nexf there

. came in fzﬂ‘ﬁ?
z’roop of maidens, wber{mf each
a light
Bore in fer hand, thaf wafted rich
perfume
Of Burning spices fhrough the spa-
cious room.
gﬁengﬁnfd came, alone. As whife
as snow

From golden head 1o (iftle safin shoe
€he garments that she wore.




B (mt ‘and serene

She gazed, as moving slowly on,
bHefween

Che ranged lines, sﬁe bore a fittle

Whereon a cloth of emerald velvef, fay,
And standing nt)%orf this, some bidden
ing
?Z}' eneafh a gold~énzbr wzder’d’cevermg.

Pese o fhe dais af the hall’s end
she bore,
And sef them on a crystal stand”
' before
Che stricken King, who wifh one
wasted band’
Covered bis eyes. And now a fow
demand’
Was mufter’d round the /mff % Unvet[

unveil’-




| pe King balf rose, looking with
: visage pale \,
And agoniz’d upon the waifing
fhrong. =
Sifenf, he prayed’a minufe, but
: “ere [ong
He sef bis hand upon the covering
clofh
And shuddering drew if off, as one
o most [5th
Who does with desperate will some
s deed accurst.
€ hen, groaning, af his side he clutched,
5 ~ while burst’ : ,
€ brough bis thin fingers a red gush

of bHlood.
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till ' mufte, but clutehing af bis own
e s
Young Parsifal, with pity and’
f wonder thrilled.
L‘ﬁuf"new be gazed upon the thing

N
|
|

| reveal’d,
And saw a crystal chalice, great and
fair,

€ hat’ seemed (o pulSe forth light. €o
_ this they bear
,Cjin golden baskefs, cakes of wheatfen

bread, = oo
And these among the knights distri-
: buted S
Change infd viands of afl kinds, as
g 2 each : -5
Had will'to eaf; and empty cups they
reach S

€o every knight, that straight with
\y > & T | o
wine are brimmed.




lo speeds the wondrous feast; but
mirth is dimmed’
For Parsifal, for all, by that’
drear thing
(Jpcn the dais, where the wounded’

King
Ties moaning, tended on by maidens
fwain

Who strive with healing berbs fo as-

suage fEe ain
Chat wrings bis side, and stanch
_ that bloody sfream.
Now in fhe Eeﬁ@ss passion of
some dream

€o Parsifal the long day seem’d fo

move
When first be look>d on death and
woe and love. S
(8 enumb’d” bewilder'd, (Resie2)

[

|
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hen the feast was o’er

/| H e rose, and’ led" by Gurnemanz,

| once more

His chamber sought. Ehe old man
feld his hand"

]ong while, and’ strangely long bis
Jeatures scann’d.
€ hen, with a sigh, commended him
o God.
8111‘ even while Ercfl)artrng foofsteps

€he echoing corriddr, the youth lay
drowned’

Jn seas of sleep, that eddied, soft,
ro found,

A bouft the wearied limbs and’ beafing
brain,

Cillmorn should wake Fim 1o new
_joy, new pain.
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low Bloomed the rose of morning
_in the sky, :
And all’the encircling woods rang

Joyfully

—_\ Wifh m};ria({‘t'wit?ér{ngs of birds,

: whose call’
From dreamless sleep awakened”
,4 Parsifall
Quicf@ he ros(e;;(;mdf all’unhelped,
id on
€he warlike gear he had from erris
won;
Chen issued forth 1o greef bis hosts,
= resolVed’
€haf now at last the mystery should
: be solved”
Of who and whaf these were, and if
_ in sooth— >
For now his beart had half divined
‘ _ the fruth~
His way bad led him 5 that boly
lace
Wherein the G{ail’,' by God’s myste-
. rious grace
Was bpoused and adored; and where
| he felt’
Perchance for him another freasure

dwelt.




uf when he reach’d the banquet
_ ball} be found”
Nor fnight nor squire, nor any
sight ' or sound” 2

Of human life: wide open every
, door :

I n all the castle, and from fldor 3

: floor
He wander’d, searching, calling; buft
his voice
Re—-echoed idly with a dreary noise
Chrough the fo’n%co;rid&rs and empty
alls.

€hen search’d be through fhe court:

s ard’ and” the stalls \

& ﬁbfa/%fe.serféf/&_y; buf here he

: found’ _
His war-borse, saddled; 5 a pillar
bound’ ' :
As ready for the road. Wondering,
and 'sore
AL peart, af length he mounted, and”
crossed o’er

€ be lowered drawbridge, buf e scarce
s had” won

€ he further side, when witha clang

, came down e
Che portcullis behind him. \' P

i/










n amaze
He wheel’d" bis steed, and’ saw a
woman’s face ;
Look from a casement’ by the gafe-
and fear

Made his Peart quail, so evil'did’
S appear
€hat visage, with grey (ocks and eyes
: of fire
Red™rimm’d] and’ scor’d’ by lines of
passions dire. |
Ere he could speak, she Rissed:
_"Gander, begone! ‘
Go gef thyse(fa goose, and leave alone
€he swans of Montsalvat!” €hen in
despair
Cried Parsifal: “For God’s (dve, tell’
me Where

And how (7 phave offended} for full

we

J know, though 5(:{w if'was J cannof
tell’

(} bave ill requifed grace bestow’d"

on me

Far, far beyond’ my worth”.




id’st thou nof see”
Replied’ the hag, “the bifter agony
Uff)‘?\‘ mfortas, and ' nof a word"
- had’st hou
Lf}}t{y for bis grievous stafe,

3 nor how
He might be healed? Accursed be
= ‘ the thought
Chat fied thy fongue! €Ehy coming

else had’ brought
ﬁ'%y and deliverance; but now, within
€he power of foul enchantment
' wrought by sin ‘
Still ' must we lie, and still each day
the wound"
Made by the Holy Spear, that” Kling-
: sor found’

Alas! the way (o capfire, must again

Break forth, and still renew fhe an-
j cienf pain”. 3
€ hen wepf the lad’in anguish, and
be cried’

“J bave sinn’d, J have sinn’d]!

e
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ut O may aught befide
St o redeem my faulf, and buy
: ; release | :
For those so sorelty stricken, for
whose peace

Gladly my (ife were given?” Chere
came a ftrace, ,
Fven as be spoke, of majesty and’
grace ey
JIn thaf stern counfenance that on
~ bhim glared.

“Ride (o the South”, she spake, “and’
=t hast thou fared’ :

Chus onward" many a day with single

e heart,
€ pou’lf come o Klingsor’s fand.
€here do thy parf

As God shall’ guide thee. Chere the
. Holy Spear

s guarded 'well, Redeem and bring

if here—
A nd if once more thou find the bid-
o den way

€ paf leads o Monfsalvaf, God’s

| mercy may

Yet work through thee the ending of

our woe”.




bhe vanished from his sighf; and
be 1o go

[ a thing- -
] x'g{amaﬁ fhe swan, the Grail, the

stricken King~
While still before him (ike a star
burn’d ctear o
Chat message of high hope, Redeem
the Spearf”'

Curned slow(y, pondering on many




leven days had passed while through

__ the forest-land

Southbward bhe rode, and now on
either hand'

Che crowded stems grew thinner

as the way
Mounted, and” here and there grim
S5 rocks and grey
€ prust upward through the soil.
AL length he rode
JIntd a.ng ravine, where bis borse
ERar frode’
Wifh many a stumble in the sfony bed
Of a dty forrent. € hen on foof he led”
€ he weary beast still upward, till
the ight
¥aifed, and the large moon of a
. southern night
Hung o’er the savage glen.




e L

% ofty and bare, : ke

¢ But’ for the writhen pines that” |

A g roofed 'there |
i Jn fissured’rocks, the frowning

S Lo — walls arose

€owering about him, seeming o enclose
A space, with outlet none, save for
o e _ the frack
g;. y which be came. Af last a gorge,
¢ | all black, ,
Unvisited” by any ray of light

From sun or moon, where immemo-

rial’ Night
Lay ever couch’d, be found, and’
winning through

With toil’and pain, upon his eyes a
Of wildering beauty burst.




llgarden there

Lay spread’ before him. ‘.,?ﬁ the

3 upper air

Darkly the pfumes of many a palm-
" pung, =~

fo rock or stem

@

L« ong fmsfww starr’d M h blossom,
whose rich scent

x’%fwd all fng moon(if air. A m:a:'p

confent

- . 77 -~ ? YV
Oang in the low voice of a [iftle

= stream
Chaf murmured’ {hrough the vale,
with u(iﬂ?a?ﬁﬁg gleam
1 ighting the shadd Wy rmam.,a)evona’
fhese bHowers '
Of Paradise, arose the glimmering
fowers
Of a great’pmu( builded fair and
wﬂ![
Chaf drank the steepy moonshine,
as it fell
On dome and gall m"vr«%wezf" Parsifal’

L&
‘ "’H‘“ﬂ ,
.«Zifa:'epf with the magic vision—then be
{fzmd

Unward’again,




uf_ere he could aftfain

C he carven gafeway of thaf palace,
s fain |

Was he o halt once more; for in

ERSOELS DEI

\V’Beneaiﬁ o’erarching boughs of moon-

igar@in the grass; she seem’d in fhat’

B eyond’ mortalify or grief or care.

his way,

_‘ white May, :
Foven as af first, he saw before Pim
S
€he Lady of the Forest. One small’
, ~ bhand’
Caught fo ber bosom a long cymar’s
fold,
Cranslicent, shof with gleams of
\ woven gold,
€hrough which the sheen of lovely
- side and’ imf
Shone like drown’d marfle in the
~_sea~tides dim.
Her night-black fresses were unbound,
her feet’

g : retreaf’ o
Jt€s beauty’s very soul, unearthly fair
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| peechlless with wonder, leaning on
v his lance

Stood’ Parsifal) and’ Kundry with
: one glance

Reading the signs of foil and’ pain

@‘égnf marr’d
ff'ff:“ once so joyous youl

: htﬁf*biyf“"w
With sudden pify. Weltome bhere!

Ry F ¢ ."v‘-...\vr
r”’ H‘"i hei

$s

she spake, SR

“0O genftle friend, whom once ,\J did
forsake
Ungently—ah me! [little dost thou
know,
Nor may F tell fhee why we parfed so.
E nough —~we meet again. Here shalf
thou find’

Rest, and heart’s ease, and alftﬁmgs
fo thy mind.
L ay off thine arms; to~night a
healing balin
Bre’athes frr*rz the earth and sky.
: ) efif calm
€ he inv;iard \sfr ife, the bitlerness,
_ the pain
€haf in thy brows J read,




na’ bring again
€ he youth ] aalﬁed with balf a
mmme s day

Said’Parsifal] “seems now thaf

youth of mine.
J am nof whaft 'J was. A gift mum?
Came fo my pands ~witless 9 let if go.
Speak not > me of peace, for J may
know _
Peace and’content no more £ill strife
hath won
Para’on or deafb. ﬂzxf lady, till the sun
ﬁe risen again, most fain of restam J.
Say then,who dwells in this fair
S place, and’ by
What name J have (o call thee, whom
J deem
Jts queen and mistress”,

Nof long ago” ‘0 f«n and far away”

S e R O & 2




| EZH(.H’@ veiled the gleam

| Of bitler knowledge in her eves,
then raised

s*d.’ _‘9"[‘ 2 PR sl £ . ke

€ beir silken {us‘m s, and awbhile

M she gazed

Otlent upon the young man’s face.

» : ‘%? ‘Al’\f
C be fount of tears, (ong sealed, broke
forth, c:uw“ fasft

€ he brmnfnmﬂ drops o’erflow’d; and

soon the proud
And smifing queen no more be saw,
buft howed

:’h&fﬁm his feet, on which full many
. a tear

/{aine-d’d@wn. there lay a woman in
despair.
‘O leave me nof” she cried, and seized’
tbe 6(1:1([
Strefched forfh (> soofbe and’ bless
her,“nor demand’ ;
Co fearn my shame and’ woe. What
' once 3 was
.,’7 foo, no fonger am. O [ef if pass
“€hat bifter past, and make me wholly
thine!




lingsor thy foe awaifs thee here~

e ’fwas mine

Co ture thee o bis yoke~ Hence,
hence in baste!

More shall thou léarn when, in

thy love fﬂm!;rmpm
Redeemed, uplifted, af thy sycfe

7 dwell;
And this shall be my joy fo feach,
pow well
A woman’s beart of flame can warm
o e
Uf one she loves”. Heartshaken with
s the strife
Of thronging jpassions, Parsifal saw
clear
Nought buf the beauty and the pain
thaf here

Writhed af bis feef. He stooped and’
sought (o raise
Chat stricken form, but Kundry, all
s ablaze ,,
#’en af bis duch with the resistless
fire
Of half &spazrmg fove and’ fierce
desire -

Sprang 1o her feef,




nd round’ his neck she flung
Her straining arms; their lips
fuyetf‘er clung
JIn a wild Kiss, and all the scene,
and’ all

/‘V’emwru and thoughf were drowned’
for Parsifal
f’f eneafh a w/w{mmg flood of fierce
delight,
A nd all bis life seem’ '‘d"'made for this
one night.
A nd sfill their lips were joined,
when with the pang
Of that high rapture, recollection
sprang

(Fizﬂl anrec{iz/u'en pim. Wifh a broken

’f B tanid, kB[anmﬂ (dosing angrily

€he arms that clasped bim, by the
shoulders fair

Rundry e seized, and held her gripped,




e
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C f»".f‘ &g‘)(‘*i’ é!’t were said thatf in bis
bosom strove

* L L W 4 . .

:g‘ or ufteranc e, she scream d, seeing

apove

€he youth’s unconscious Fead’ a figure
fean
difdvm,fﬂ“ she saw
I he sheen
‘on a levell’d spear. O ne
; ﬁ@wuua |
A nd 'f’surﬂsi,f&zfAf}}) seiz’d, and’fo the
ground
f ash’d’ bpim with ff"&’?}:f!f‘i, f yrce, and’
flung Hefween
Him and’the flving death the fiving
: _ screen
OF ber fair body.

Brosecrmecmmrcs mesm e am e
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carce u.n.z z arszfﬁi
Know e,s:,?hm‘ bhad chanced, when,
: ising fmm his fall,
j”f . ﬁ ] 1 Z0)7 {
le saw the gasping woman, with
the wem‘

D eep in bher side, and glaring down
: on ber
€ he dark magician. f’z»s’w’u fhen fo
him

Che Lords of Darkness seem’d, and’
all too dim
Che light of heaven upon pis lonely
path.
U ncounsell 'd, unbe*frwndea jwrcpm
wrofh
But helpless in the toils of death
and’ hell’
He cried’ upon the love of Christ o
& quell
€ he powers of evil — then drew ouf
o o | the spear
rom R undry’s side, and with ifs
_poinfin air
te traced the holy Sign against thaf
jorm
Which fowered’ above him.




pen, as when a storm
Long gatBering bursts, and’thor
i and’senses reel
Beneafh the sudden, imminent
s thunderpeal,

So suddenly the heavens with blinding
flame
Were forn, and’wifh if such an up-
roar came T
A s all'the thunders of the world in one
Had'crashed above bis head. Scarcely
bHegun :
€he tempest ended, and fhe moon
p once more .
Reigned’in a cRudless sky—~buf now
ey , before
Che youth’s amazed eyes was noth-
v ing leff
Of afl'that fairy scene. €he vale,
bereft’

bHowers S
L ay bare, a stony waste—the stafely
< fowers
Had vanished like a dream;

Of allits plumed palins and’scented

s

i
i

KR S e s ¢

S o e SR

T P

T e,




e 7 T o e e e S SO

—

e

R R e B sy

iy

R OmReS

¥l nd"he had thought

8 A dream indeed had mock’d bim,
| __were it nof

Chat still’ before Fis feeft the

woman [ay

W;‘msp lips h@ Rad kiss’d, and gasped

ber life away.
€ hen, as be knell (o raise her head,
she smiled’
€enderty, happily,—a liftle child
Smiles even so o meef ifs mother’s
eyes
When half asteep and cradled” soft
it (ies
€Cir'd out with mirth andplay at sef
of sun.
“ef ere the end, for something o be
: done
Her eyes besought him;




Vith one frembling Pand
She touch’d her brow, and’ grace
| 1o understand’
Heaven gave Aim. Near af hand
fthe rivulet

~y

Whisper’d among the rocks; o this
he set’

His helm, and when a cupful be had
_ won

Swiftly be bore if back, and fraced
\ upon

Her brow the sign of Christ. Again

she smiled—
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\uf instantly a thing so strange
- and’ wild
Was wrought on ber, that Parsifal
- in the clufch
Of horror shbrieked, for af the

: thﬂ*-muf fouch

Of wafer, Cime wifh all the sfor’d
up weight

Of all’ her cenfuries smofe ber, and

. where but lafe

He saw a woman in her (Ovefliness

Lay now a bald and twisfed” (Ping,

fo less

Chan pPuman stafure shrunken.
Pead she (ay~

"Cwas the (ast mercy that a man could”
pray
For that which once was Kundry;
: and there, alone,

Parsifal toifing in thaf place of stone
With bis sword’s point delved out a
fiftle grave,

And beap’d above if many a rock,
: 1o save
€ hat poor marr'd body from the wild

beasts claw.




ben (iffing up the sacred spear
¥ with awe |
He bore if thence, and"made his
lonely bed

av B2 T :
I'ar from thaf savage place, where
‘ ~ Kundry shed
Her blood, because she bad ldoved”
much; and lies
g_,‘rh{eep il Earth’s last morning fire
fhe skies.
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o s ow many a year hath passed, How
i 3 many a (hing
~~~~~ Befall’n, since Citurel fhe war-
l worn King,

When all’was done in vain fhat

: ~_man could do
I n that beleagured fortress of Anjou
Rneft, and besought of God'to (et him die
Or send’ af last deéfiverance from on
high!
And now the Spring returns, and’
: brings again
€ haf sacred’day of Christ’s victo-
rious pain; :
Again the woods, the flower-sfrewn
meads, are rife
With herald-signs of a greaf wave
of life
Gatbering apace, o flood’ the earth
- once more.
And stifl’a human spirif, in ifs sore
A ffliction, sends 0 God the pit=
eous cry :
For pelp from powers beyond mor-
: tality,
Or friendly death fo endifs bifter

pain‘




B eside fhe lake of Monfsafvaf again
| Bebold the swan—Lrd and Pis
N[ daughfer fair,
Come early forth (o breathe the
: morning air!
Sadly they move amid the flush of
5 Spring:;
Ebhe ofd man bowed'in pafient suf-
fering,
Buf she with quivering lips and’
L restless eyes
€ haf rove the forest—glades and’ the
blue skies,
As fFough some hidden secret they
mighf read, "
Some respite find, some help in bifter
need.
And fhus beside the lake in sombre
mood"

Silent fhey paced,
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3 ben through the bourgeoning wood’

| €Ehey saw the gleam of armour, and”

/ a knight

Upon the farther shore rode info
: sight,

Ebhen quickly spurr’d’tc meet them.

As for fight

f}r’e?;mred; he bHore a naked sword™

= his face

Chey might nof yet behold, but many

a frace

Of désperate batlle in bis battered

gear

Chey marked: above his shoulder a
great spear

Rose high, but where the gleaming

| point’ should’ be

€hey saw'a léathern casing, heedfully

Made fast with many a thong.




am’ Gurnemanz
As be drew near:~“Stranger, with
sword” and lance
Who ridest as (o war, dosf ;fzmﬁ
noft /mocg,

Us, ‘Aat holy day fhcu dost dishonour so?

Or if indeed’ by God’s will’ thou art

v Sprzf = P

C o work our ruin, and our punishment’

Fulfit; be sure that thou shalf find
no Aand’ :

Raised 1o resist thee, buft to God’s
command’

We bow, and” hail with grateful bearf

5y the Hldbow

€ haf ends af (asf the long fale of

our woe.”

i
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ardon, "the stranger cried’, “for

il many a day

J bhave (st count of fime; from
fray o fray

___J| Hurld, by the will of Him who

made of me

His all~-unworthy champion. And now
~J see

€o you he gives me the greaf joy

- {6 Bring

P eliverance, and o A mfortas, your
king

Pardon and peace’




n the deep voice fhere rofled’ ‘|
A graver, sterner music than of ofd
But well they knew if, and it |

needed not’
BT Che opened helm 15 tell’ thaf on
fﬁ"s Sp of
Where first they saw bis face again
lfwy mef
Wifh Parsifal And soon fheir eyes
were wef : !
With fears of jov and reverence fo |
/ behold
€ he mcrea”é’pear that never in fbe
hold
Of Parsifal o meef a foeman’s lance
I n diresf need’ was aimed.
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hen Gurnemanz,
€heir joyful greefings done, spake
' solemn/(i:—
“Hearken, mySon, while J declare
fo fhee

€hings greater, stranger, than thou
_ woft’st of yef.
J knew fhee for fPe son of Gamuref,
Brother of Amfortas, the nobfle seed
Of Cifurel our glrious King now
~ dead,
Since first J saw by face and heard’
fthy name.
€hy father fell'in batlle, and the same
Stern f befel thy brefhren ; buf
with fPee,
A fiftle habe, thy motber secretly
Fled from Fer lordly castle, £> abide
J n the wild wood; so from thine eyes
4 > hide
Chrough all (hy (ife the sightof arms
and’ war.




b, vain indeed’ the dreams of mor-
fals are
Against God’s willl Al this as
it befel
We fearned, andmuch we know nof

which fo fell

J s thine; buf this we know from

. many a sign
Vouchsafed us through thaf mystery

divine :
Whereby we (ive, that in this holy
P e LD D I
{he bHlood of ét’ure!ﬁ[)y God’s bigh
e eoe o
dhall ever rule; unfil the Grail once

more, |
J 13 work achieved, it please Him o

restore

v ‘ ; T
Co Heaven, from whence it came.




ow fhou arf here
Gamuref’s son, Redeemer of the
Spear,

i €o fwt:p us in our darkest bour;

for know

Since thou did st leave us nigh three
vears ago
€ hine uncle, sick with (drment and’
despair, e
Will’do no more bis sacred task, and’
. ne’er
Hath once unveiled the Grail, And"
so we ride
No more triumphant on the bound-
(ess fide
Of mystic (ife thaf from ifts presence
flowed.

Dearth and"decay we know, and’ the

dark road’

By which our Order hurries o ifs

doom

Coo plainly do J see.




uf thou art come F
Our Lord, God’s servant, with
the cerfain seal
Qfmam; a foken, o resfore and’
& ¥ heal }
Cur woeful stafe, and’to our anguish’d
coe . HKing S
God’s pardon and the peace of death
15 bring.




elay we not! €he throne of Citurel
Awaits its drd. J go before, 1o
tell
Che bretbren of thy coming, and
| prepare
Che assembly of the Order, when
with prayer :
And solemn rifes thou shalt be con-
secrafe
€o service of fhe Grail”’




ith looks elafe

€he old’'man leff them; yefin that
fair hour

Alne fhey were nof, for the efernal

Power

Chaf rules fhe vast enchantment of
fhe Spring
Was busy there, and"wove ifs magic
ring
Softly, around them. ¥ ach on each
they furned’
An all’revealing gaze with eves that
burned’
Ehrough gathering fears;fhen for a mod
ment fleet’
€hey clng together, by one impulse
sweef’
Unifed, while upon the fips of each
Love tfrembled info Palf—arficulafe
speech,

And trofh was plighted while the
world should last. (/
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hen Band ' in frembling Pand fhe
(overs passed

Beneath the oaks of Montsalvaf
fo gain

Cheir pigh mysterious Kingddm,

fhere 1o reign

I n dim, half—Feavenly glory where
fPe eye

Piscerns the dark shapes of mortality

No more.

= ..




\he Auman fale of sin and woe,

Of strife and'victory, fhaf (ong ago

Was rhymed’ and wriften of the
Cup and” Spear

By many a goliden pen is ended

pere ~
Fnded, with all’ the sorrow, all the
strife,

Dost in the infinife sea of Love and’

Life.
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